Have You Or A Loved One Suffered From 

MESOTHELIOMA 

After Working Around 

ASBESTOS? 



Mesothelioma has been conclusively linked with expo- 
sure to asbestos and asbestos-containing products. Millions 
of hardworking men and women in the military that 
worked with and around asbestos and asbestos-containing 
products may be affected. 

If you or someone you know have been diagnosed with 
mesothelioma or lung cancer, you may be able to file a 
legal claim against the asbestos industry and collect signif- 
icant financial compensation. Call Fleming & Associates 
b^be^b^H toll free at 1-877-VET-MESO (1-877-838-6376). 

Fleming & Associates Has Achieved More Than $1 BILLION 
In Verdicts And Settlements For Clients All Across The United States. 

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

MONEY DAMAGES 



Lawyers at Fleming & Associates are licensed in TX with principal offices in Houston, TX and associate with experienced lawyers throughout the U.S. 

Fleming & Associates 

— TS^^T3 1330 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 3030 

Houston, TX 77056-3019 



CALL TOLL FREE 1-877-VET-MESO 

877-838-6376 



The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. 
Before you decide, ask us to send you free written information about our qualifications and experience. 

[ojiiim c m Future verdicts or settlements can't be predicted from firm's prior results. 




U.S. GOVT GOLD 



5,000 U.S. Gold Coins Authorized for immediate Release 



The United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve 
Vault Facilities today announce the final release 
of 5,000 U.S. Gov't Issued Gold Coins previously 
held in The West Point Depository/U.S. Mint. For 
a limited time, U.S. citizens will have the opportu- 
nity to purchase these $5 Gov't Issued Gold Coins 
for the incredible "at-cost" price of only $74.00 
per coin. An amazing price because these U.S. 
Gov't Issued Gold Coins are completely free of 
dealer markup. That's correct, our cost. This is 
your final opportunity to buy U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold Coins "at-cost." The Gold market, which 
is currently over $600 an ounce, is predicted by 
experts to have the explosive upside potential of 
reaching up to $2,000/oz. A limit of ten U.S. Gov't 
Issued Gold Coins per customer will be strictly 
adhered to. The United States Rare Coin and Bul- 
lion Reserve will release these U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold Coins "at-cost" on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Orders that are not immediately received or 
reserved with the order center could be subject to 
cancellation and your checks returned uncashed. 
Good luck. We hope that everyone will have a 
chance to purchase this special U.S. Gov't Issued 
Gold "at-cost." Order your Gold immediately to 
avoid disappointment. 2007 coins will be shipped 
if oversold. Special arrangements can be made for 
Gold purchases over $50,000. 



INAL VAULT OFFERING 





Authorized by Congress: Public law 99-185 



By executive order of Congress Public Law 99-185, 
Americans can now buy new Government Issued 
Gold. Congressionally authorized United States 
Gold Coins provide American citizens with a way 
to add physical Gold to their financial portfolios. 
Gold American Eagles are made from solid gold bars 
mined here in America, forged at the U.S. Mint at 
West Point, and produced with a U.S. Dollar denomi- 
nation... making them Legal Tender United States 
Gold Coins. They are highly liquid, easily transport- 
able, and, unlike paper assets, American Gold Eagles 
have a tangible value you can feel each time you 



hold your own Gold. Though no one, including The 
United States Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve, can 
guarantee a Gold Coin's future value will go up or 
down, numerous experts are predicting Gold to reach 
$2,000/oz. Now is the time to consider converting 
part of your paper assets into Gold. The United States 
Rare Coin and Bullion Reserve has a limited supply 
and urges you to make your vault reservations imme- 
diately. Call a Sr. Gold Specialist at 1-800-514-9034 
to start your Gold portfolio and begin protecting your 
wealth today. If you've been waiting to move your 
money into Gold, the time is now. 





Gov't Gold Order Deadline November 1, 2007 




GOV'T ISSUED GOLD COIN only j — a qq 

BEGINNING TODAY, TELEPHONE ORDERS WILL BE £ 

ACCEPTED ON A FIRST-COME, FIRST-SERVE BASIS * EACH 
ACCORDING TO THE TIME AND DATE OF THE ORDER. 

VAULT CODE: AL15-74 




_ llr _ 11T . «^xx „ _ „ T , SPECIAL AT-COST OFFER LIMITED TO PURCHASES 

Call Toll Free 24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week OF $740 .oo or less plus shipping & insurance. 

MINIMUM ORDER 5 GOLD COINS. 

1-800-5 14-9034 united states 



D 2007 United States Rare Coin & Bullion Reserve. 




ON THE COVER 

"My heart is with riding/' says Medal of Honor 
recipient Gary Wetzel of Wisconsin. A member 
of a group called Veterans Forever, Forever 
Veterans, he will ride in the cross-country 
American Legion Legacy Run to raise college 
funds for the children of U.S. servicemembers 
killed on or after 9/11. See Page 22. John SibMski 
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A Long Deadly Corner to Turn 

A deployed platoon sergeant sees 
hope springing anew in the world's 
most dangerous place. 

By Sgt. 1st Class Jack Robison, U.S. Army 







14 Predator to Prey 

Since 1993, Americans have turned up the heat 
on those who commit crimes against children. 
It's Still not enough. By Marc Klass 

22 Me, the Machine and the Wind 

Vietnam War hero Gary Wetzel connects the 
dots between military service and a love of 
motorcycles he shares with a fast-growing 
number of veterans. Interview by Steve Brooks 

28 They Come to Ride 

From students to retirees, homemakers to 
National Guard recruiters, American Legion 
Riders represent a diverse cross-section of the 

United States. By James V. Carroll 

42 Why We Can't Fight Nice 

U.S. military operations in Iraq are ruled by too 
many considerations. Nothing should matter 
except defeating the enemy. By Ralph Peters 

44 Flares, Fog & Faith 

A decorated "dustoff" pilot tells the true story 
of how he earned the Medal of Honor. 

By Ma}. Gen. Patrick H. Brady, U.S. Army (ret.) 

52 China in Space 

By testing its anti-satellite capability, China 
played into the hands of U.S. groups that want 
to weaponize the final frontier. 

By Michael O'Hanlon 

56 Part of Something Bigger 

RecruitMilitary, LLC, takes a veteran-to-veteran 
approach on career placement. ByJeffStoffer 
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The American Legion Magazine, a leader among national general-interest publications, is published monthly by The American Legion for its 2.7 million 
members. These wartime veterans, working through 15,000 community-level posts, dedicate themselves to God and Country and traditional American 
values; strong national security; adequate and compassionate care for veterans, trTfir widows and orphans; community service; and trie wholesome 
development of our nation's youth. 
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I didn't know that 

Shingles had 
the potential 

to be serious* 

More importantly, 

I didn't know 
I was at risk* 

n 
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If youVe had chickenpox, you're at risk for this potentially serious disease* 



Nine out of ten adults in the United States have had 
chickenpox. You were probably one of them- Shingles 
is caused by the same virus that causes chickenpox. 
The virus can remain inactive in your body. If the 
virus becomes active again, it can cause Shingles. 

The older you get, your risk for 
Shingles increases. 

As you get older, your immune system weakens. 
That means your risk for Shingles increases* In feet, 
of the estimated 1 million cases of Shingles in the 
United States every year, almost half of them occur 
in adults age 60 or olden One out of two people 
who live to age 85 will have Shingles. 

Shingles can be painful and 
potentially serious* 

The first signs of Shingles may include itching, 
tingling, and burning, A few days later a blistering 



rash appears, which can last up to 30 days. For most 
people, the pain associated with the rash lessens as it 
heals* However, for some people, Shingles may lead to 
pain that can last for months or even years after the 
rash heals. This is called postherpetic neuralgia (PHN), 

The pain from PHN can range from burning or 
throbbing to pain that is stabbing or shooting. For 
many people with PHN, even the touch of soft clothing 
or a slight breeze against the skin can be painful. 

Shingles can lead to other serious complications that 
may include scarring, skin infections, muscle weakness, 
and decrease or loss of vision or hearing. 



For more information, call 1*888-874-4645 
( 1 ^888-8-SHINGLE) or visit shinglesriskxom 



Ask about the facts* Talk to your doctor or healthcare professional today. 



MERCK Copyright © 2007 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. 
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MESOTHELIOMA VICTIMS 
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When training, experience and a steady 
hand really count, turn to fellow veterans. 



For many veterans, their battles are far from 
over. They're stricken with mesothelioma 
from exposure to ASBESTOS aboard ships 
and elsewhere. Burdened with skyrocketing 
medical costs, vets and their families 
need financial security. 

As former Marines, we know how to win a 
fight. As seasoned attorneys, we're here to 
fight for you today. Attorneys at Coady 
Law Firm have successfully represented 
veterans in mesothelioma claims nationwide 
for more than 20 years. We've helped them 
understand their rights - and have secured 
their rightful compensation. 

Trust in those who've served with you. 
Contact the Coady Law Firm. Receive 
a FREE, no obligation consultation. 



Bud Coady 

Harvard, 1979 
USMC, 1979-89, 1991 
Gulf War Veteran 
Attorney at Law 




Dave Fanikos 

Harvard, 1985 
USMC 1986-1989 
Attorney at Law 



C D ADY 



LAW FIRM 



For free medical and legal information, dial 1 -888-802- MESO, or visit www.MIRG.org 

205 Portland Street • Boston, MA 02114 • E-Mail: info@coadylaw.com 



L THE AMERICAN • 
egion 

{ J MAGAZINE 



NATIONAL COMMANDER 


Paul A. Morin 


PUBLISHER 


The American Legion 


EDITOR 


John Raughter 


OPERATIONS ADMINISTRATOR 


Patricia Marschand 


MANAGING EDITOR 


JeffStoffer 


SENIOR EDITOR 


Steve Brooks 


ASSISTANT EDITORS 


Brandy Ballenger 




James V. Carroll 




Matt Grills 


CONTRIBUTING EDITOR 


Alan W. Dowd 


ART DIRECTOR 


Holly K. Soria 


DESIGNER 


Matt Everett 


SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER 


King Doxsee 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE COMMISSION 
CHAIRMAN 
VICE CHAIRMAN 
COMMANDER'S 
REPRESENTATIVE 



Dennis J. Henkemeyereog/ey,MA/ 
James H. Hall Hopewell, NJ 



Terry D. Lewis Philadelphia 
CONSULTANTS James J. Charleston Hawthorn Woods, IL 
Robert A. Corrigan Bronx, NY 
MEMBERS Roger H.Anderson South Windsor, CT 
Harold F. Arnold Statesboro, GA 
Sam Barney Lancaster, OH 
Thomas L. Burns Ocean View, DE 
Phillip Boatner Clayton, OK 
Claude B. Carpenter Little Rock, AR 
Donald R. Conn South Bend, IN 
James W. Conway Charlestown, MA 
Philip B. Fi n ley Colby, KS 
Dennis E. Fritz Columbus Junction, IA 
Charles E. H art ma n Eau Claire, pa 
Theodore Hartmann Smithton,lL 
Roy L. Kirkham Minden,LA 
James J. Leyser Fresno, CA 
Michael L. Montaney Ephrata, WA 
Silas M. Noel Frankfurt, KY 
Robert E. Vass Sr. Huntington, WV 
Frank C. Ward Greenville, sc 



NEC LIAISON 
COMMITTEE 



William W. Kile 
Chairman, Petersburg, WV 
Andrew W. Johnson Honolulu 
Joseph E. Ross Erie,CO 
Charles Schmidt Hines,OR 



ADVERTISING 

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR 
ADVERTISING ASSISTANTS 



ADVERTISING SALES 

NEW YORK 
DETROIT 
CHICAGO 
LOS ANGELES 



Diane Andretti 
Laura Edwards 
Amanda A. Harpenau 
(317) 630-1282 
(317) 630-1283 
The American 
Legion Magazine 
P.O. Box 7068 
Indianapolis, IN 46207 
James G. Elliott 
Company Inc. 

(212) 588-9200 
(248) 530-0300 
(312)236-4900 

(213) 624-0900 



Copyright 2007 by The American Legion 
The American Legion (ISSN 0886-1234) is published monthly 
by The American Legion, 5745 Lee Road, Indianapolis, IN 46216. 
Periodicals postage paid at Indianapolis, IN 46204 and additional 
mailing offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The American Legion, 
Data Services, P.O. Box 1954, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 
Canada Post International Publications Mall (Canadian 
Distribution) Sales Agreement No. 546321. Re-entered second- 
class mail matter at Manila Central Post office dated Dec. 22, 1991. 



Printed in USA 

Member Audit Bureau of Circulations 



The Magazine for a Strong America 



NATIONAL 
HEADQUARTERS 

AMERICAN 
LEGION 
MAGAZINE 
E-MAIL 
TELEPHONE 
WEBSITE 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 



CHANGEOF 
ADDRESS AND 
SUBSCRIPTION 
SERVICES 



700 N. Pennsylvania St. 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 

P.O.Box 1055 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 

magazine@legion.org 
(317) 630-1298 
www.legion.org 
Free with membership 
Non-members: $15 
Foreign: $21 

Post-sponsored and widows: $6 
Single copies: $3.50 

The American Legion 
Data Services 
P.O.Box 1954 
Indianapolis, IN 46206 
(317) 860-3111 
cs@legion.org 

For change of address by mail, 
attach old address label, provide new 
address and membership card 
number. 



MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN LEGION 

Veterans who served at least one day of active military 
duty during wartime, or are serving now, are potentially 
eligible for membership in The American Legion. Members 
must have been honorably discharged or still serving 
honorably. 

ELIGIBILITY Aug 2, 1990 - current 
DATES OF Dec. 20,1989 -Jan. 31, 1990 
MILITARY Aug. 24, 1982 -July 31, 1984 
SERVICE Feb. 28,1961 - May 7, 1975 
June 25, 1950- Jan. 31, 1955 
Dec. 7, 1941 - Dec. 31, 1946 
April 6, 1917 -Nov 11, 1918 
(Merchant Marines who served 
from Dec. 7, 1941 to Dec. 31, 1946, 
are also eligible.) 

tojoin Membership Division 
ia@legion.org 
(317) 630-1321 
www.legion.org 

PROGRAM CONTACT INFORMATION 



VETERANS AFFAIRS 
& REHABILITATION 

FAMILY SUPPORT 
NETWORK 

CITIZENS FLAG 
ALLIANCE 

LEGION RIDERS 



AMERICAN LEGION 
BASEBALL 

BOYS NATION 

JUNIOR 
SHOOTING SPORTS 

NATIONAL 
ORATORICAL CONTEST 



SCHOLARSHIPS & CHARITABLE TRUSTS 

AMERICAN LEGACY (31 7) 630 1212 

scholarship rcaudell@legion.org 

AMERICAN LEGION (31 7) 736 8270 
ENDOWMENT FUND 

CHILD WELFARE (317) 630-1202 

foundation www.cwf-inc.org 

NATIONAL (317) 630-1321 
emergency fund ia@legion.org 

AMERICAN LEGION MERCHANDISE 

ORDER PLACEMENT (888) 453-4466 

andcatalog emblem.legion.org 
requests emblem@legion.org 

AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY 

AMERICAN LEGION (31 7) 955 3845 

auxiliary www.legion-aux.org 

SONSOFTHE (317) 630-1200 
American legion www.sal.legion.org 



(202) 861-2700 
var@legion.org 

(800) 504-4098 
familysupport@legion.org 

(317) 630-1384 

cfa@cfa-inc.org 

www.cfa-inc.org 

(317) 630-1265 

www.legion.org/legionriders 
wsloan@legion.org 

(317)630-1249 

jguinlan@legion.org 

www.baseball.legion.org 

(317) 630-1207 
rengel@legion.org 

(317)630-1249 
mbuss@legion.org 

(317) 630-1249 
mbuss@legion.org 



'Being Baxter Black' 

Thank you for the 
interesting article on poet 
Baxter Black (June). My wife 
and I have been privileged to 
hear his great poetry for many 
years at the Western Folklife 
Center in Elko, Nev. Whenever 
we hear he's to appear in 
other cities we try to be there, 
too. His is a brand of family 
humor mixed with terrific 
patriotism, and we applaud 
the Legion for recognizing 
this talented American. 

- Gail And ress, Nelson, Nev. 



'The Pentagon Crisis of 2015' 

In January 2009, after the 
new president takes office, I 
expect to see the streets of 
Washington lined with white 
flags as we surrender to terror- 
ists in the Middle East. Iran and 
Syria will dominate the region 
and, believing the United States 
is weak, will attack Israel and 
parts of Europe. Of course, the 
new administration will blame 
President Bush for not doing 
enough to stop it. 

There is a growing belief in 
the United States that the 
military and wars are obsolete 
and we can all get along if we 
just go to Starbucks and have 
coffee together. The federal 
government should provide 
everything for everyone 
because a limitless supply of 
money is available. And why 
shouldn't every country have 
nuclear weapons as long as they 
promise not to use them? 

For more than 200 years, our 
country has been strong thanks 
to our military. Today we have 
short memories; most have 
forgotten 9/11 or choose to 
believe it will never happen 
again. Politicians pay lip 
service to our military by 




merely saying, "We support 
our troops," when in reality 
they have no interest in a 
strong military and cannot see 
beyond 2008. 

I placed a copy of "The 
Pentagon Crisis of 2015" in my 
safe-deposit box with instruc- 
tions to not open it until 2015. 
I hope I am wrong, but I believe 
most of these predictions will 
come true. 

- Thomas J. Lienhard, Westfield, N.J. 

As I read the James Jay 
Carafano article (June), two 
things leapt out at me. 

First, our enemies use IEDs - 
three artillery shells and a cell 
phone - that cost about $150 to 
destroy one of our Humvees, 
which cost $150,000. 

To destroy an enemy's 
$20,000 Toyota truck, we use a 
missile that costs $250,000, 
launched from an F/A-18A that 
costs $35 million, flown from a 
carrier that costs $2.5 billion to 
build. Who will run out of 
money first? 

Second, the comparison of 
defense spending to the gross 
national product is inaccurate. 
During World War II, the GNP 
was calculated to be the value 
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of goods produced; it has 
since been redefined and now 
includes services like moving 
paper that add nothing to the 
value of the nation. 

If we bankrupt our nation 
now, we have no hope of facing 
China in 20 years and winning. 

- Larry Robideau, Naples, Fla. 

If the Pentagon prima donnas 
and bureaucrat egotists would 
forgo their $500 hammers and 
multi-thousand-dollar office 
remodelings, perhaps there 
would be ample money for the 
necessary and vital combat 
equipment our service personnel 
need, without the worry of 
military bankruptcy. 

- 5. Elia, Jamestown, N.Y. 

"Red Relapse" and "The 
Pentagon Crisis of 2015" allude 
to wrongful actions in other 
countries, redistribution of 
wealth, corrupt power, lawless 
borders, civil rights, Chinese and 
Russian foreign investments and 
influence, Christmas bonuses, 
micromanaging the military, the 
desire to purchase military 
weapons, and the anti-U.S. bloc 
in our hemisphere. It reminds 
me of little children crying and 
always blaming the other guy for 
the problem. Publishing these 
articles without a balanced 
approach and research on both 
sides is not good journalism but 
political propaganda. 

We must ask why these issues 
and beliefs exist. What is the 
root cause? What have Washing- 
ton and big business done to 
contribute to further instability? 
Why are we losing the support of 
so many allies and civilian 
populations? Why do so many 
desire to kill U.S. citizens and 
soldiers? The answer lies in 
Washington behind closed doors. 
We can open them. Could it be 
that Washington is doing the 



same thing or worse to further 
personal, political and financial 
agendas, behind the disguise of 
national security and patriotism? 

- Mark J. Schmidt, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

'A Soldier's Husband' 

Why does the military take 
women into the service who are 
mothers (June)? Mikijo Walker 
not only had two children but 
became pregnant with a third 
after enlisting. This is costly to 
the military and creates problems 
it doesn't have time to mess with. 

My opinion is that no one in 
the military younger than 22 
should be married or have 
children to support. Discharge 
them if they get married or have 
babies. Between 17 and 25, 
young people should be learning 
about life, seeing the world and 
sowing their wild oats, not 
saddled with the responsibilities 
of marriage, parenthood and 
debt. Many of these young 
people, married with children, 
go on welfare because they don't 
know how to manage and 
budget their money. Again, these 
are problems the military could 
do without. 

- Clarence W. Barnes Jr., Longview, Texas 

Call me insensitive, but just as 
I was starting to feel sorry for 
the Walkers, I read that she's 
pregnant. Although I give Mikijo 
credit for wanting to serve her 
country, she and her husband 
have created a situation that will 
add to the strain they will face 
during her career. 

- Bill Wilson, Henderson, Nev. 

I find it hard to understand a 
man who sends his wife to work 
to support him. I find it even 
harder to understand a man who 
sends his wife off to fight his 
battles for him. 

It seems more and more young 
men are getting comfortable 



with the idea of sending their 
wives, girlfriends, sisters and 
even mothers overseas to fight 
our wars. The end of the draft 
was the best thing that ever 
happened to the military but 
the worst thing for our young 
men. I suppose we can look 
forward to registering our 
daughters for the Selective 
Service. Why do our young men 
not feel any shame in this? 

- T.A. Montgomery, Miles City, Mont. 

'A Gathering of Eagles' 

As a member of the Gathering 
of Eagles, I appreciated Janet St. 
John's article (June). It was 
refreshing to see us portrayed as 
patriotic. Brothers and sisters all, 
we support our troops and 
encourage veterans and like- 
minded Americans to join us in 
our endeavor. 

- Charles F. Wahl, Preston, Conn. 

The article "A Gathering of 
Eagles" is so slanted it tips over. 
I personally know the parents 
of a soldier who served 
18 months in Iraq. His father is 
an Air Force veteran. This couple 
attended the peaceful antiwar 
protest March 17, and there 
was never any intention to 
deface memorials or cause 
violence. They listened to 
speeches at the end of their 
march. The Eagles, meanwhile, 
outnumbered the peaceful anti- 
war group 3 to 1. They were the 
bullies. The Eagles were guilty 
of swearing, yelling, pushing, 
shoving and threatening. 

- Fritz Christensen, Minneapolis 

Permanent tax cuts 

I couldn't disagree more with 
Rep. Rob Andrews, D-N.J. (Big 
Issues, June). His rationale to 
eliminate the tax cuts translates 
to increased taxes, as recently al- 
luded to by Speaker of the House 
Nancy Pelosi. And his concern 
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The Bed Loved by 



Jore Achy Backs 



^ YOU CUSTOMIZE 
THE FIRMNESS 

The SLEEP NUMBER® bed is unlike 
any other. It's the bed you adjust 
to your exact comfort and 
firmness preference, your 
Sleep Number® setting. Our 
handheld remote and 
advanced air-chamber 
technology allow you 
to quickly adjust 
the firmness on 
your side of the 
bed. At the 
simple touch 
of a button, 
YOU can 
change the 
firmness from 
extra firm to 
feather soft. 
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EACH SIDE OF THE BED 
ADJUSTS INDEPENDENTLY 

On a Sleep Number® bed, each of you 
can adjust the comfort and firmness 
to your exact preference — your 
Sleep Number®. Once you 
find your Sleep Number®, you 
can fall asleep faster, enjoy 
deeper sleep and wake 
up more refreshed. 
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GREAT 
VALUE 



Firmness adjusts on each side of the bed * s 
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The Sleep Number® 
bed costs about the 
same as an inner- 
spring mattress 
yet it lasts twice as 
long. And each 
Sleep Number® 
bed comes with a 
Risk-Free 30-Night 
In-Home Trial/* 




CLINICALLY 
PROVEN 



Call For More Information 

You owe it to yourself to learn more about 
this revolutionary way to improve your sleep. 

Receive a Special Thank You Gift! 

For a limited time, inquire about our revolutionary bed and 
we'll send you a special $50 Gift Card to use toward the purchase 
of any Sleep Number® bed or accessory item of $100 or more.t 




It's the bed clinically proven to relieve 
back pain and improve sleep quality.* 



1-800-831-1211 



ext. 36979 



Clinical studies 
show an amazing 
93% of 
participants 
reported 
back-pain 
relief while 
90% said 
other aches 
and pains 
were 
reduced. 



77% 

Discovered 
increased energy 



goo/ 93% 

Experienced 
Reported improved back-pain relief 
sleep quality 




87% 

Fell asleep 
faster and 
experienced 
deeper sleep 



90% 

Reported 
reduced aches 
and pains 



*For a summary of independent clinical studies and their results, call 1-800-831-121 1. 
**Excludes return shipping fee. No returns or exchanges on the Sleep Number® SofaBed™ 

system or Precision Comfort® Adjustable Foundation. 
"•"Restrictions apply. Not valid on Internet orders. 
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□ YES! Please rush my FREE Sleep Number 
Bed by Select Comfort™ Brochure and FREE 
Sleep Video on □ DVD or □ VHS tape, (choose one) 

OfW&sJ $50 Thank You Gift Card! 



Mr./Mrs./Ms 



Name 



(Please print) 



City 



Zip 



Daytime Phone Email 

Mail to: Select Comfort, 6105 Trenton Lane N., Minneapolis, MN 55442 ext. 36979 



sleepgnumbe 

bv SELECT COMFOF 



by SELECT COMFORT 

_ J 

©2007 Select Comfort Direct 
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Legionnaires called upon to build 
national database of war memorials 



*4 



; Alliance uerense \ 



The American Legion has joined with the Alliance Defense Fund and the 
Liberty Legal Institute to safeguard U.S. war memorials before they are 
targeted for removal. The Alliance Defense Fund is an organization of more 

than 1,000 attorneys - some of 
them veterans or active-duty 
members of the Judge Advocate 
General's Corps - and the Liberty 
Legal Institute is a member of 
that alliance. 

Together, they've agreed to 
represent The American Legion 
Tp and local governments 
throughout the country on a pro-bono basis when the American Civil Liberties 
Union files establishment-clause lawsuits, as it has in efforts to remove from 
public sight any war memorials with religious symbolism. 

Legionnaires are asked to locate, identify and report all veterans memorials 
throughout the United States. The information will assist attorneys in the legal 
defense of attempts to remove, alter or destroy the monuments. 

For more information or to file a report on the location and disposition of a 
monument, visit www.legion.org on the Web and click on the Alliance 
Defense Fund logo. 




over saving Social Security is 
laughable. It is disingenuous for 
him to suggest the tax cuts will 
prevent that. Congress has 
effectively stolen from the Social 
Security Trust Fund a total of 
about $2 trillion, with another 
few hundred million added this 
year. Committed by members on 
both sides of the political aisle, 
this theft has left the trust fund 
with nothing more than IOUs 
from the federal government. 

- Lou Treodwoy, Orlando, Fla. 

Rep. Rob Andrews says we 
need to immediately roll back 
tax cuts for the top 1 percent so 
that we will save $66 billion a 
year over the next 10 years. I 
think what he meant to say was, 
" ... so that we will collect $66 
billion more a year." 

We need to stop making 
government bigger so Andrews 
won't need that extra $66 billion. 
The current tax cuts are produc- 
ing ever-increasing tax receipts 
each year. What I find interest- 
ing is that, after adjusting for 
inflation, national defense 
spending by the U.S. government 
over the past half century has 
remained relatively flat at just 
over $300 billion a year, with 
expected increases during the 
Korean War, Vietnam War, 
President Reagan's Cold War 
build-up, and the global war on 
terrorism. During this same time 
frame, total federal outlays in 
inflation-adjusted dollars have 
nearly quadrupled. 

Now is not the time for more 
taxes. It's time for our govern- 
ment to wisely spend the money 
we've already given it. 

- Patrick McGinn, California, Md. 



'Cut and run' 

I am disappointed that The 
American Legion is still using 
the phrase "cut and run" (Rapid 
Fire, June) to disparage those of 
us who want to end the war in 
Iraq. "Cut and run" is just 
another term for retreat, which is 
a sound military tactic that 
allows troops to fight another 
day rather than be killed in a 
useless struggle. Did George 
Washington cut and run when 
he abandoned New York in 1776? 
If he had stayed and fought, his 
army and probably the war 
would have been lost. 

-James Birckbichler, Muskegon, Mich. 

Where was Bob Dole? 

President Bush selected former 
Senate Majority Leader Bob Dole 
to lead an independent inquiry 



after the media exposed deplor- 
able conditions at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center in Wash- 
ington. As the media put out the 
bad news, Dole said, "Obviously, 
somebody dropped the ball. I 
wonder where all the veterans 
service organizations were." 

I can tell him we were fighting 
for the rights of U.S. service- 
members coming back from the 
war. The very government that 
sent them blocks us about every 
way there is, but we keep trying. 

I wonder, where was Bob Dole? 
Where was Congress? Where 
was the vice president? Where 
was the president? Will there 
ever be a politician who says, 
"I'll take the blame for that ... 
I should have been watching." 
I wonder. 

- Roger Gray, Owensboro, Ky. 



THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE WELCOMES YOUR OPINIONS 

Include your hometown and a daytime phone number for verification. All letters published are subject to editing. 
Due to the volume of mail received, not every letter can be acknowledged. 
The American Legion Magazine, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
magazine@legion.org 
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EXCLUSIVE UNITED STATES MILITARY 

EMBLEMS OF GOLD 

COMMEMORATIVE VETERAN'S BIRTHSTONE RINGS 

Personalized With Your Military Emblem or Purple Heart, Birthstones, Initials and Year Dates of Service 




We proudly present our Official United States Military Gold 
Emblem Rings set with eight birthstones of your choice to 
honor your service to Country! 

Your Service Emblem, or Purple Heart Medal, will be sculpted in 
solid 10 Karat Gold, boldly displayed on genuine polished Black 
Onyx. Set atop an exclusive "Pillars of Strength" Ring design 
crafted of solid sterling silver richly finished in 22 Karat Gold. 



9 *OUD ly 



m 



Your initials and service years will be engraved on 
the inner band, which is solid and smooth for 
comfort fit. Our rings are never hollowed out! 

Thank you priced at a remarkably low $199*, our rings are not 
sold in stores. An affordable payment plan is available, and if not 
satisfied, you may return your ring within 30 days for replace- 
ment or refund-no questions asked. So, order yours today! 



JANUARY 


FEBRUARY 


MARCH 


APRIL 


MAY 


JUNE 


• 


• 




# 






GARNET 


AMETHYST 


AQUAMARINE 


DIAMOND* 


EMERALD 


PEARL 


JULY 


AUGUST 


SEPTEMBER 


OCTOBER 


NOVEMBER 


DECEMBER 


• 




# 




>\' 




RUBY 


PERIDOT 


SAPPHIRE 


ROSE ZIRCON 


GOLDEN SAPPHIRE 


BLUE ZIRCON 


Birthstone names refer to color, ^Genuine Diamond birthstone rings are $299* . 



ALSO AVAILABLE! 

MERCHANT MARINE, 
NAVY SEAL & SEABEE 




FOR FASTEST DELIVERY 
CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDER 

1L-3DD-233-25D4 

Monday - Friday from 9am - 5pm EST 
Have ring size and credit card available 



NOTE: BEWARE OF IMITATORS WHO SELL YOU LOOK-ALIKE, UNAUTHORIZED AND INFERIOR QUALITY RINGS . 
TRUST VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES - PROUDLY SERVING AND HONORING VETERANS LIKE YOU SINCE 1987. 



ORDER FORM 



Mail to: Veterans Commemoratives Gold Emblem Ring, Two Radnor Corporate Center, Suite 120, Radnor, PA 19087-4599 

□ YES. I wish to order the following Exclusive Military Gold Emblem □ Shipping Address (We CANNOT ship to P.O. Boxes) 
Ring(s) set with my birthstones. PLEASE SEND ME A FREE AMERICAN FLAG PIN. 

□ Army □ Navy □ Air Force □ Marine Corps □ Coast Guard 

□ Merchant Marine □ Navy Seal □ Seabee OR, 

□ I am a Purple Heart Recipient. Please put my medal on my ring. 
NOTE: A copy of your DD214 must be sent with your order. Thank You. 




Name_ 



FREE 



FLAG PIN 

WITH EVERY ORDER 



Address 



Birthstone/Mo._ 



. Ring Size* 



_(use ring sizer below or consult jeweler) 



My Initials (3) _ 



Service Yrs:_ 



City_ 



. State_ 



.Zip . 



.to. 



I NEED SEND NO MONEY NOW. Bill me in four monthly installments of 
$49.75* each, with the first payment due prior to shipment. 
And my satisfaction is completely guaranteed, 

rrn-rTnrri - rTnrr--~^=7».3 r,n G s,ze GU ,d E 

^w^S — S^oo^ovwi^w /O^Jfo^ cut this out carefully 

L LlJ_LlJ_LJ_L_L_LLi 



Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery. 

Daytime Phone ( ) 




USE AS SHOWN ON FINGER 



* Check with jeweler or use ring sizer at left. BRSRIN-ALM0807 

* Diamonds (April birthstones) add $25.00 per payment. ' — 

* Plus $9.95 for engraving, shipping, and handling. PA residents add 6% sales tax. 



©2002-2007 These rings have been registered with the United States Copyright Office, as sculpture. 



FOR OTHER FINE MILITARY RINGS, WATCHES & COLLECTIBLES 

VISIT VETERANS COMMEMORATIVES ONLINE AT WWW.VETCOM.COM 



COMMANDER'S MESSAGE 



This challenge to raise $50,000 to 
purchase comfort items for 
wounded troops recovering at the 
U.S. military hospital in Landstuhl, 
Germany, is a collaboration by the 
top three American Legion family 
officials: American Legion National 
Commander Paul A. Morin, American 
Legion Auxiliary National President 
JoAnn Cronin and Sons of The 
American Legion National 
Commander Earl Ruttkofsky, 
following a May site visit of the 
facility by Commander Morin and 
President Cronin. To contribute to 
the effort, send a check to: 

Operation Landstuhl 
c/o The American Legion 
P.O. Box 1055 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-1055 

Credit-card donations are accepted 
online: www.legion.org 




American Legion 
National Commander 
Paul A. Morin 



Operation Landstuhl: Help is needed 

Many of the wounded arrive there naked. We are not talking about a hospital 
in the Sudan but our very own Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in 
Germany, a critical stop on the journey home for most Americans severely 
wounded in the global war on terrorism. 

As Michael M. Phillips explains in his book "The Gift of Valor," the clothes of 
these heroes are often cut off their backs by medics and corpsmen as they are 
evacuated from battlefields. He adds, "If you make it to Landstuhl, you're good 
to go. It was an article of faith among the Marine infantrymen in Iraq that if the 
corpsman plugged up the hole to keep you from bleeding out, and the field 

surgeons stitched up the important organs, and 
the Air Force got you all the way to the Army 
hospital in Landstuhl, Germany, then you'd live. 
You might not be the same. Your legs might not 
be where they were before the war. Your arms 
might not work as well. Your skin might be 
disfigured by burns. Your brain might be so 
badly injured that you might not really be the 
same person you used to be. But you'd survive 
and eventually get home to your parents, your 
wife, your kids, your girl." 

The American Legion wants these wounded 
servicemembers to do more than survive. Amer- 
ica can never repay the debt it owes them, but it 
can certainly improve their quality of life. Much 
attention has been rightly given to conditions at 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washing- 
ton, but little is being done to help improve the 
plight of U.S. heroes being treated at Landstuhl. 

Patients there don't ask for much. Some want 
nothing more than to return to their old units to 
fight alongside their buddies. Sadly, some of 
these wounded warriors stare at broken television sets in their hospital rooms. 
Others lack music players or even magazines. Their small clothing allowance 
doesn't go far when they arrive with nothing. 

We, the leaders of The American Legion family, challenge you and anyone else 
you know to raise $50,000 by the close of our 89th National Convention on Aug. 
30 to ensure that these men and women are given the comfort items that they 
want. By family, we mean The American Legion, the American Legion Auxiliary 
and Sons of The American Legion; "anyone else" includes everyone who has the 
heart to help these brave young men and women. This is a family effort. It is our 
families that these men and women are protecting. The heroes at Landstuhl are 
our band of brothers and band of sisters. 
A donation to Operation Landstuhl is effortless. 

It doesn't matter how much you give. Just give something. Every post, unit or 
squadron that makes a donation will receive a certificate of appreciation signed 
by both national commanders and the national president commending them for 
upholding one of the four pillars - compassionate care for veterans - that makes 
this organization strong. 
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American Legion Auxiliary 
National President 
JoAnn Cronin 




Sons of The American Legion 
National Commander 
Earl Ruttkofsky 



when you buy 3 
and 



Postage! 

on**!"*!! 




Stretcl 
Slimmi 

i 




Stretchy! 
Slimming! 

Versatile! 

It's all in the 
ribbing - knit to 
offer Great Comfort 
with neat proper 
looks! Super soft 
cotton/polyester, 
handy chest pocket, 
banded cuffs & bottom. 
Easy wash & dry. 
Just 9.99 each in 
lots of 3 or more. 
Order Today! 



999* 
each 
when 
you buy 3 

3 for 29.97 4 for 38.25 



Brown 



Knit Tees 



Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 
Send tees. I enclose $ purchase price plus 



, toward postage, in ga add 

sales tax. 

\FREE POSTAGE! 



On-Line Quick Order #14034 



Regular Sizes: S(34-36) 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 

^Big Men (just $3 more each): 
2XL(50-52) 3XL(54-56) 
4XL(58-60) 



© 7T3 -14034 


WHAT 
SIZE? 


HOW 
MANY? 


LF | 






eaM 






05 1 












23 1 NATURAL 






EH CHARCOAL 






Ml BLACK (Not Shown) 







Haband.com 



o 

Q. 

E 

i □ Visa □ MasterCard □ Discover® Network □ Am Ex □ Check 

1 Card # Exp.: / 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

, Address 

i City & State . 
1 Email 



. Apt. # . 



Zip. 



1-800-543-4810 



100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund 
of Purchase Price at Any Time! 



BIG ISSUES 



Fund embryonic stem-cell research 




YES 



Rep. Diana DeGette, 
D-Colo. 

■ Chief Deputy Whip DeGette 
sponsored the House version of the 
Stem-Cell Research Enhancement Act. 



With the potential to unlock the doors to treat- 
ments and cures to numerous diseases and condi- 
tions, including spinal-cord injuries suffered by our 
military men and women, embryonic stem-cell 
research is supported by Democrats and Republi- 
cans alike. 

Every day, we hear about 
advances with various forms of 
stem-cell research. However, 
the majority of scientists 
believe embryonic stem-cell 
research has far greater poten- 
tial because of the cell's unique ability to become 
any cell in the body. We need to let science lead 
our research. Currently, the federal government is 
prohibited from funding research on embryonic 
stem-cell lines created after August 2001. 

In recent years, I have joined Rep. Mike Castle, 
R-Del., and a bipartisan group of members in 
supporting passage of the Stem Cell Research 
Enhancement Act, which I authored. This bill 
would provide federal funding for embryonic stem- 
cell research in accordance with strict ethical 
guidelines - guidelines that currently do not exist. 

During the last Congress, our bill passed both 
chambers and was sent to President Bush for his 
signature. Unfortunately, he chose to ignore the 
will of the vast majority of the country and vetoed 
it. Our bill has again passed both houses of 
Congress and will soon go before him. I hope this 
time he will consider the 110 million Americans 
and their families who might benefit from embry- 
onic stem-cell research and sign the bill into law. 

Every day, thousands of people are diagnosed 
with diseases or suffer from serious medical 
conditions. In many cases, embryonic stem-cell 
research holds the potential to treat or cure those 
people. It is time we give researchers the ability to 
turn that potential into a reality by providing them 
with the federal resources they need. 




THE HEART OF THE ISSUE 

Supporters say embryonic stem-cell 

research could lead to cures for 
many diseases. Opponents say the 
process kills the human embryo. 



NO 

Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga. 

■ Isakson is a member of the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee. 



Like many families in America, mine has been 
forever changed by terrible diseases that have 
robbed us of our loved ones too soon. Stem-cell 
research is one of the most important issues we 
face, and I have tried to approach the debate in as 
careful a manner as possible. 

I have consulted preemi- 
nent scholars and research- 
ers around the country who 
are on the verge of break- 
throughs in several areas, 
and embryonic stem-cell 
research could hold the key to their success. In 
every meeting or conversation I've had on this 
issue, I also have raised the moral implications 
that concern us all. Certain methods of obtaining 
embryonic stem cells could destroy a potential life 
in the process, and that is unacceptable. There are 
also concerns that this research could lead to 
human cloning or fetal farming. 

In March, I introduced S. 30, the Hope Offered 
through Principled and Ethical Stem-Cell Research 
Act with Sen. Norm Coleman, R-Minn. The HOPE 
Act allows science to move forward in an ethical 
and moral way by permitting federal funding of 
research that does not harm embryos, such as 
deriving cells from amniotic fluid and placentas, 
and from embryos that have died naturally. 

A bipartisan majority of my Senate colleagues 
voted in support of the HOPE Act, affirming the 
need to expand embryonic stem-cell research 
while still respecting ethical and moral concerns. 

The bill now goes to the House, and President 
Bush has said he will sign it into law if it reaches 
his desk. I will continue to work with my col- 
leagues to pursue the common-sense middle 
ground on this issue so that we can put federal 
funds behind this critically important embryonic 
stem-cell research without compromising our 
moral standards. 



CONTACT YOUR LEADERS 

The Honorable (name), U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510 • Phone: (202) 224-3121 

The Honorable (name), U.S. House of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515 • Phone: (202) 225-3121 
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Rare Hoard of 100- Year-Old U.S. Gold Coins Released to Public 



Just discovered hoard of U.S. $10 Gold Liberty Coins Now Available 



Our buyers just discovered one of the most significant 
Swiss Bank hoards of U.S. gold in years. They secured 
2,785 magnificent U.S. gold coins guaranteed to be 
over 100 years old. The vintage coins in 
this hoard represent dates ranging from 
1866 through 1906 that uniquely 
symbolize the history of our nation 
in fine gold. 

Uncirculated Gold Coins 
from the Past Hold Key 
for Future Profits 

Each of these #10 Gold 
Liberty coins is guaranteed 
in Uncirculated Condition. 
As gold values soar with 
unpredictable oil prices and 
the falling dollar, you may 
never again have the opportu 
nity to own these gold coins 
at this price. With continued 
uncertainty in the stock market, 
demand for these coins continues 
to escalate as collectors and investors 
scramble to scoop up U.S. gold coins 
for their gold content and their role 
as "safe haven" against a falling 
dollar. Uncirculated coins create 
additional value over bullion, making 

these coins even more attractive as you 
diversify your portfolio. These coins 
have sold for hundreds of dollars 
more. Circulated $10 Liberty coins 
have been recently advertised for 
#579 — a whopping #100+ more than 
these fresh uncirculated coins. 




Shown larger than actual size 
of 27 mm in diameter 



Collectors will not overlook the 
value of these vintage 
uncirculated coins as 
they consider their 
scarcity and true 
profit potential, creat- 
ing a collectors market 
explosion that has yet 
to be reflected in today's 
coin prices. 

Don't Miss 
This Opportunity: 
Order Now! 

Consider that since 
1999, the number of 
coin collectors has 
sharply risen from 3 mil- 
lion to 130 million, you 
may never get a second 
chance to capitalize on 
this opportunity. Order now 
while our limited supplies last. 
Due to the scarcity of these 
coins, we must issue a strict limit 
of 10 coins per customer. Prices and 
orders subject to change, so call today. 
Your satisfaction is assured by our 
30-day money-back guarantee. 



Order More & Save 





$ per coin 


shipping 


total 


1 Liberty Coin 


$479 


$15S&H 


$494 


3 Liberty Coins 


$465 


FREE! 


$1,395 


5 Liberty Coins 


$449 


FREE! 


$2,245 


10 Liberty Coins 


$439 


FREE! 


$4,390 




Call Toil-Free: 

1-800-642-9160 

New York Mint, 5577 W 78th St., Edina, MN 55439 

Not affiliated with the U.S. Government 



©2007 New York Mint 
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PREDATOR TO PREY 



Child-protection laws have evolved since the Polly Klaas case 
enraged America in late 1993. But it's still not enough. 
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"... every step forward is paved by the broken bodies of innocent young victims." 



BY MARC KLAAS 

When my daughter, Polly, was kidnapped and 
murdered in 1993, the abduction, abuse and 
neglect of children was America's dirty little 
secret. As we searched for Polly, we quickly 
learned that there were no protocols or procedures 
in place to aid in her recovery. Sex-offender 
management, let alone community notification, 
was not yet a concept. Dangerous predators were 
serving life sentences on the installment plan. It 
seemed like telling children not to talk to strang- 
ers was a primary line of defense against victim- 
ization. In short, the mere idea of having a child 
kidnapped was enough to compel most Americans 
to close their eyes and turn their backs to a cruel 
and dangerous reality. 

Many things have changed since those days of 
ignorance and denial. The good news is that as 
society's understanding of the issue has increased, 
progress has been steady and, in some cases, 
profound. From the family's kitchen table to the 
president's cabinet table, new ideas, technologies, 
protocols and legislation have swept the nation. 
The bad news is that every step forward is paved 
by the broken bodies of innocent young victims. 

The past 14 years have afforded me numerous 
opportunities to speak with groups of children. 
They are always forthcoming and enthusiastic 
after hearing my story. They pepper me with 
questions and offer innocent suggestions. Inevita- 
bly, the children are concerned about their own 
safety and want common-sense advice on how 
they can best protect themselves. I am convinced 
that we can empower children to make smart 
choices and good decisions if we simply provide 
them with knowledge. 

I don't mean "stranger danger," which is a failed 
concept from a time when we did not have good 
information. "Stranger danger" fosters confusion 
and actually compromises a child's safety. Refus- 
ing to talk to strangers limits life experience at 
best and eliminates opportunity at worst. After all, 
every child who goes with Mom to the grocery 
store sees a parent or caregiver regularly interact 
with strangers without consequence. 

Consider substituting some simple rules that can 
help a child make informed life decisions: 
■ Have children always check with their parents 
first. This simple rule provides them with 



guidance when they are unsure and helps them 
to avoid potentially compromising situations like 
the infamous "puppy lure." 

■ Make sure children are always outside with at 
least one other person. It's true, there is strength 
in numbers. 

■ Trust your feelings. If something feels bad, then 
it probably is bad. 

■ Put physical distance between yourself and 
whatever is making you feel bad. 

■ Children should understand that most strangers 
will help them out of a difficult situation. That 
includes the vast majority of men, but unfortu- 
nately, men cause most of the problems. 

■ Children older than 10 should own their own cell 
phones. This provides an important 24/7 safety 
link that cannot be overstated. 

However, we must be careful not to put the 
burden of child safety onto the shoulders of the 
children. We have only to look at horrific head- 
lines or listen to the young survivors of predatory 
abduction to understand that even kids who know 
the so-called rules make tragic mistakes. In 
separate instances, my Polly, Elizabeth Smart and 
Jessica Lunsford all accompanied knife-wielding 
predators out of their bedrooms despite knowing 
better. Shawn Hornbeck and Ben Ownby, who 
were recently recovered near St. Louis, also knew 
better than to go with strangers. Videotape of 
Carlie Brucia's kidnapping or Shasta Groene 
following the pervert around a convenience store 
clearly demonstrates the formidable, if not 
impossible, challenge faced by young children 
who attempt to defend themselves against deter- 
mined predators. No, the responsibility belongs to 
adults, and the sooner we acknowledge that fact, 
the sooner we will be able to properly address the 
problem. 

Children have a fundamental right to be pro- 
tected from harm, and there are steps that can be 
taken at all levels of society to achieve that goal. 
At home, it helps to simply be familiar with your 
neighborhood. Know the best places for your 
children to play and places to avoid, like alleys 
and dark stairwells. Show your children the safest 
routes to and from school. Know your children's 
friends, their addresses and phone numbers. Insist 
that your children be home before dark. The more 
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If you suffer from 



□ Stress 

□ Headaches 

□ High Blood Pressure 

□ Arthritis 

□ Fibromyalgia 

□ Joint Pain 



□ Constipation 

□ Back Pain 

□ Diabetes 

□ Neuropathy 

□ Edema 



□ Stiff Muscles 

□ Poor Circulation 

□ Insomnia 

□ Sleep Apnea 





You will enjoy using 

the Exerciser 2000 




Receive some of the 
benefits of aerobic 
exercise without stress 
or impact on the joints! 




t been evaluated by the FDA. 
ir prevent any di 



How Does the Exerciser 2000 Elite™ Work? 

Enjoy the benefits of passive exercise — just lie down, place your 
ankles on the ankle rest and let the machine do the work. 

When you turn the machine on, it creates a 2 inch, right to 
left movement that gently moves the body back and forth. 

This gentle swinging motion cycles up through 
the whole body, simulating an exercise movement 
without stress or impact on the joints. 



Features 

• Weighs only 
15 pounds 

• 15" wide x 13.5" 
deep x 9.5" high 

• FDA Class 1 
Registered 

• ETL Approval 

• 5-speed operation 

• 2 pre-programmed 
selections 

— one for relaxation 
and one for energizing 

• Heavy duty, high 
torque DC motor 

• Wide cushioned 
ankle rest 

• 16 minute digital 
timer with safety 
shut-off 

• 4 year parts and 
labor warranty 



Don't be fooled by cheap imitations 



What people are saying about the Exerciser 2000 Elite 



TM 



After using the Exeter 2000 
Plite™ twice a day for one 

to stop 
Thank you. 



i 



and catch my breath! 

Shirley H., Florida 



As a Chiropractor, I would 
like to say that the Exerciser 
2000 Elite™ enables people to 
benefit themselves at home. It 
is a valuable asset in moving 
lymph fluid, oxygenating the 
blood, increasing immune 
system function, maintaining 
mobility in the spine, and 
additionally freeing up a spine 
that has become stiff and 
arthritic. — Garry Gorsuch, D. C. 



After having a stroke, I could no 
longer exercise the way I used to. 
As a result, I developed edema. A 
friend of mine introduced me to 
the Exerciser 2000 Elite™. I loved 
it and I purchased one for myself. 
After using the machine daily 
for a few weeks, my symptoms 
of edema were completely gone. 
I now use the machine twice a 
day for 16 minutes each time on 
speed 3. What a wonderful way to 
-Robert M. 



exercise. 



I am in my late 80's and have diabetes. 
The first thing I noticed when I 
started using my machine was that 
my feet were warm when I went to 
bed. They were always ice cold before. 
Because one of my problems is poor 
circulation, I use the machine three 
times a day for 10 minutes each; in 
the morning, late afternoon and just 
before bed. I almost forgot to mention 
that I have not been able to lift my 
arms above my head. Now I can do it. 
You think that's no big deal until you 
can't do it anymore. — Ralph K. 



The ad I saw almost sounded "too 
good to be true". With your no risk 
money back guarantee I figured I had 
nothing to lose so I purchased the machine... 
and boy, am I glad I did! I am 75 years old and 
suffer from sciatica, which makes my back and 
legs tighten up and causes numbness. I was 
taking 8-10 Alleve™ every day. After using the 
machine for only 4 minutes, I noticed my lower 
back loosening up. Since I have been using the 
machine I haven't taken any pain pills and have 
been pain free. My sciatica is not giving me 
problems anymore and my body stays loosened 
up. I have also had a snoring problem for quite 
some time, however, since using the machine 
my snoring has subsided. My wife is so excited! 
I cannot tell you how much this machine has 
turned my life around. — C. Cummings 



✓ Use code #A200 

when ordering by phone 
or website and receive 
a promotional price of 

».95 



I love using the 
Exerciser 2000 Elite™ 
after my morning 
workout. It is an 
excellent way to cool 
down and it helps 
to start my day off 
right. — Deanna G, Kansas 



I 
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My husband and J . b£* ^ 
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products all ot our ^ erciser 2000 
~ 5 cted us hke *e E*^ 
M . My husband ^tketsof 



ever 



J have had constipation 
Problems for over 25 

^ars. Since I have been 

u «ng the Exerciser 
2000EIit e TM Illave 

Regular every day 
*°* Jave begun 7o lose 
^ight.Thisi strulya 

blessing and is so easy 
to use. / 
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you know about your neighborhood, the 
safer your family will be. 

One of the simplest and most power- 
ful crime-fighting tools is a neighbor- 
hood watch program. Neighborhood 
watch simply asks neighbors to report 
suspicious persons and activities to 
local law enforcement. By monitoring 
and reporting crime responsibly and 
effectively, you will send a clear mes- 
sage to criminals: "We will not tolerate 
deviant behavior." By watching out for 
each other's children and property, 
neighbors become active crime-fighting 
partners with law enforcement. 

We have come a long way since Polly 
was kidnapped in 1993. For instance, the number of 
sexual-abuse cases substantiated by child protec- 
tive service agencies dropped a remarkable 40 
percent between 1992 and 2000, from an estimated 
150,000 cases to 89,500 cases. I believe that in- 
creased awareness, social outrage and vigorous 
criminal justice reform are the most significant 
factors impacting this dramatic decline. Public 
outrage over injustice has prompted legislators, law 
enforcement and the media to finally prioritize this 
important issue. In the early 1990s it seemed as if 
recidivist violent offenders were serving life 
sentences on the installment plan, spinning 
through a turnstile system of justice in which their 
crimes became bolder and more predatory. In 1993, 
the average convicted child molester spent only 2.2 
years in prison, and only two states had provisions 
for community notification of sex offenders. 
Kidnappings were investigated quietly. The media 
and the public were completely excluded from 
participating in the recovery effort. 

The first and one of the most profound legislative 
changes to occur in the immediate wake of Polly's 
tragedy was California's "Three Strikes and You're 
Out" law. Driven by anger that a previously 
diagnosed sexually sadistic psychopath could be 
allowed access to an innocent little girl, "Three 
Strikes" established mandatory minimum sentenc- 
es for compulsive, serious and violent criminals. 
Upon a third conviction, this small population of 
recidivist offenders were sentenced to terms of 25 
years to life, and mandated to spend at least 85 
percent of that time in prison. Since enactment of 
the law in 1994, FBI statistics demonstrate that 
California's crime rate has decreased by twice the 
national average. We've had 2 million fewer 
victims, taxpayers have saved an estimated $28.5 
billion, and dangerous career criminals have been 




The Polly Klaas Foundation in Petaluma, Calif., displays a poster 
of the girl whose 1993 abduction and murder drew national 
attention and triggered laws that continue to evolve, ap 



taken off the street. 

Megan's Law overwhelmed the United States in 
the aftermath of the July 1994 kidnap and murder 
of 7-year-old Megan Kanka. Lured into the house 
of a convicted sex offender who needed help 
finding his "puppy," Megan was found raped and 
murdered three days later. The quiet eloquence of 
Megan's mother struck a public nerve when she 
argued that she never would have allowed her 
daughter to play alone in the front yard had she 
known that a convicted sex offender was living 
across the street. By 1996, Megan's Law was 
national policy, with the objective of limiting 
recidivism by alerting the public to potential 
threats to public safety posed by convicted sex 
offenders. Critics warned that the new law would 
drive offenders underground and lead to vigilante 
retribution. Legislative tweaks and a U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling addressed the first issue, and the 
realization that the United States is a law-abiding 
society that uses this critical information to protect 
children has eased concerns over the second. 
Currently, the public has the right to access 
personal and private information on registered sex 
offenders via state and local Web sites. 

The January 1996 kidnapping of 9-year-old 
Amber Hagerman occurred in front of witnesses. 
When Amber's remains were discovered three 
days after she was abducted, the public demanded 
to know why they were not immediately informed 
so that they could be on the lookout for the black 
pick-up truck used to kidnap Amber. Within 
months, the first Amber Plan had been implement- 
ed in the Dallas-Fort Worth metroplex. The idea 
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AMBER ALERT 
SI GREY DAEWOO 



Authorities use an array of communications channels, 
including highway signs and telephone text messages, to alert 
the public of child abductions as they are happening, ap 



was simple in concept and execution. When a 
child younger than 18 is kidnapped in front of a 
witness, and that child's life is endangered, and 
that information can assist in the recovery of the 
child, law enforcement will notify the public via a 
media phone tree. The National Amber Alert was 
the linchpin of the federal Protect Act of 2003. 
Despite transmogrifying the original concept into a 
convoluted, ad-hoc bureaucracy, the national plan 
has shown significant success and is obviously 
with us to stay. Amber Alerts can currently be 
accessed via radio, television, highway signs, 
reverse 911 telephone notifications, text messaging 
and many other communication platforms. 

All of this legislation is well-intentioned, yet 
flawed. Because individual states control the vast 
majority of criminal-justice legislation, policy 
remains inconsistent and uncoordinated. As many 
as 25 percent of registered sex offenders do not 
comply with current law. The Adam Walsh Chil- 
dren's Safety and Protection Act should change all 
of that by forcing the states to work together toward 
a synchronized national strategy. By providing 
bonus payments to states that comply with the 
Walsh Act sooner than its three-year timeline and 
penalizing states that do not comply by reducing 
federal crime-fighting funds, we might finally 
integrate sentencing, sex-offender management and 
an Internet-based national sex-offender registry. 

The Walsh Act fully integrates Megan's Law and 
creates the Dru Sjodin National Sex Offender 
public Web site. This will provide one site from 
which citizens can access the names of all 560,000 
convicted sex offenders under the care, custody or 
control of corrections agencies in the United States. 
It expands the definition of "sex offender" to 
include juvenile sex offenders and requires states 
to notify each other when a sex offender moves 
from one state to another. It further adds use of the 
Internet to facilitate or commit a crime against a 



minor as a crime that could trigger 
registration. 
One of the most important objectives 
I i of the Walsh Act focuses on criminal 
sentencing. A public outraged that 
Jessica Lunsford could be sexually 
abused and then buried alive by an 
anonymous pervert living next door 
triggered massive sentencing reform. 
The death sentence or life without 
parole will be standard if a sex crime against a 
child results in death. If the crime is kidnapping, 
aggravated sexual abuse, sexual abuse or maim- 
ing, or results in serious bodily injury, the offender 
will receive 30 years to life. The bottom line: the 
door revolves no more if you are convicted of 
committing a sex crime against a child. 

The civil commitment clause of the Walsh Act 
requires state prisons to notify state attorneys when 
predators are about to be released. State attorneys 
can then petition the court for continued confine- 
ment if that predator is considered a continuing 
threat to public safety. Failing to register or update 
registry information will carry a penalty of five to 
20 years in prison. Compliance includes registra- 
tion prior to release from prison or supervised 
release. Sex offenders will be required to re-register 
in person twice a year: sexually violent predators 
will be required to re-register every three months. 
Any change of status requiring a registry update 
must be made within three business days of the 
change. The act further improves verification 
systems by requiring monthly verification, in- 
person verification every six months, and regular 
notarized verification mailings. First-time sex 
offenders will be required to register for at least 20 
years, twice-convicted offenders and sexually 
violent offenders for their lifetime. 

There is no silver bullet that will eradicate 
crimes against children. This issue has been with 
us throughout our history and will continue to 
plague us as we move forward. However, if we 
continue to evolve, rather than deny the issues 
surrounding crimes against children, we can 
prevent future tragedies against innocent victims. 
And we may finally reach an important plateau. 
Instead of predators being our worst nightmare, 
we may begin to be theirs. || 

Marc Klaas is the founder of the non-profit KlaasKids 
Foundation. Its mission is to stop crimes against 
children. He regularly appears on CNN, FOX, MSNBC 
and CNBC advocating on behalf of missing children, 
abused children and victim rights. 
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Eagles is here! For a limited time you can 
order these extraordinary coins at special ^ m 
new release prices... only $84.00 for the Gold and 
$16.49 for the silver. .. incredible bargains for two of 
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today and shipping is FREE!* 
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Gary Wetzel joined the Army in 1965 
at age 18 and, because of his construc- 
tion background, served as a machine 
operator course instructor. But Wetzel - 
whose father, George, served in the 
Army during World War II - wasn't 
content with staying stateside. After 
he'd made several requests, the Army 
approved a tour in Vietnam. It was a 
decision that would change Wetzel's 
life forever. 

On Jan. 8, 1968, near Ap Dong An, Wetzel lost his 
left arm when two enemy rockets exploded near him. 
During the firefight, he managed to return to his gun- 
well and without use of his arm took out an automatic- 
weapons emplacement that had been hammering the 
men around him. His actions earned him the Medal of 
Honor, though Wetzel says in such situations, "You 
don't really think about it. God tells you what to do/' 

A motorcyclist well before he joined the service, 
Wetzel hasn't let his disability interfere with his 
passion to ride. A member of Oak Creek, Wis., Ameri- 
can Legion Post 434, he has ridden in 16 of the past 20 
Rolling Thunder rides into Washington on Memorial 
Day and will participate in The American Legion 
Legacy Run to Reno, Nev., this month. 

He's a steadfast supporter of an amendment allow- 
ing Congress to enact legislation protecting the U.S. 
Flag from physical desecration. In 1998, testifying 
before the Senate Judiciary Committee, Wetzel said, "I 
urge this committee and the Senate to listen to the 
people's will: to cherish, honor, love and safeguard 
under the law the living symbol of our nation's soul 
and strength, the embodiment of the many rights and 
responsibilities that empower us and unite us." 



Wetzel recently spoke with The 
American Legion Magazine about his 
love of country, freedom and 
motorcycle riding. 

Q: When did you first get into motorcycles? 
A: I was 15. It was a Honda 160 and then 
a Honda 305 and then various Triumphs. 
It was different. The first ride you're on, 
compared to a pedal bike, once you get 
your stability and confidence and the 
freedom of you and the bike, it's kind of 



nice. It's like the old West and being on a 
horse. This is my iron horse. 

Q: After you lost your arm, did you think 
your riding days were over? 
A: I kind of wrote it off. But probably 
eight years later, one of my friends had a 
chopper, and at that point I'd gotten 
pretty well adept with my prosthesis and 
doing things with it. He had an old 
chopper. I hopped on it and played with 
the clutch a little bit to see if I could pull 
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it in and out, and I could. So I said, 
"Do you trust me?" 

And he said, "Sure." So I went for a 
ride. After that, it's history. 

Q: How many bikes have you owned 
since then? 

A: A good half-dozen. The first bike I 
bought for me was a Honda 750, which 




they called the "Hondamatic" because it 
didn't have a clutch. It just had two gears 
forward. I stripped it down to make it 
not look like a Honda and put loud pipes 
on it. The reason I bought it was at that 
time it was a pretty decent bike, and to 
build up my confidence and try and 
compensate for the weight loss of the 
arm and build up my ability. From there 
it took off. I had the bike, I think, for 
two years, and then I gave it to my 
buddy. I started getting bikes with 
clutches because I could pull the clutch 
in and out. 

Q: Have you had to alter your prosthesis to 
help you ride? 

A: I redesigned the last couple of arms. 
This one here has metal hinges. They 
used to just have leather straps. If a strap 
breaks, how am I going to get home? 

Q: What is it about motorcycles? It almost 
seems like a religion for a lot of people. 
What is it for you? 

A: I enjoy the freedom. I just enjoy the 
machine. It's me and the machine and the 
wind. I can go places. It has some faults. 
When it rains, the roof leaks, and when 
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The following is Gary Wetzel's official Medal of Honor citation: 

Rank and organization: Specialist Fourth Class (then Pfc), U.S. Army, 173d Assault Helicopter Company 
Place and date: Near Ap Dong An, Republic of Vietnam, 8 January 1968. 

Citation: Sp4c. Wetzel, 173d Assault Helicopter Company, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity at the risk of his life, above and beyond the call of duty. Sp4c. Wetzel was serving as door gunner aboard a 
helicopter which was part of an insertion force trapped in a landing zone by intense and deadly hostile fire. Sp4c. 
Wetzel was going to the aid of his aircraft commander when he was blown into a rice paddy and critically wounded 
by 2 enemy rockets that exploded just inches from his location. Although bleeding profusely due to the loss of his left 
arm and severe wounds in his right arm, chest and left leg, Sp4c. Wetzel staggered back to his original position in his 
gun-well and took the enemy forces under fire. His machine gun was the only weapon placing effective fire on the 
enemy at that time. Through a resolve that overcame the shock and intolerable pain of his injuries, Sp4c. Wetzel 
remained at his position until he had eliminated the automatic weapons emplacement that had been inflicting heavy 
casualties on the American troops and preventing them from moving against this strong enemy force. Refusing to 
attend his own extensive wounds, he attempted to return to the aid of his aircraft commander but passed out from 
loss of blood. Regaining consciousness, he persisted in his efforts to drag himself to the aid of his fellow crewman. 
After an agonizing effort, he came to the side of the crew chief who was attempting to drag the wounded aircraft 
commander to the safety of a nearby dike. Unswerving in his devotion to his fellow man, Sp4c. Wetzel assisted his 
crew chief even though he lost consciousness once again during this action. Sp4c. Wetzel displayed extraordinary 
heroism in his efforts to aid his fellow crewmen. His gallant actions were in keeping with the highest traditions of the 
U.S. Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the Armed Forces of his country. 

Source: U.S. Army 
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Knox is a great choice for anyone who wants healthy joints and an active lifestyle? Knox Nutrajoint's special 
ingredient, Gelatine, provides the building block for collagen, the chief structural protein in cartilage and 
bone* Knox also offers a variety of formulas which include Glucosamine to lubricate cartilage* Chondroitin 
to cushion joints* and MSM to enhance the benefits of Glucosamine and Chondroitin. If you want to get a 
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it's cold out the heater doesn't work. Other 
than that, it's hunky-dory. I've driven 
through hail storms and wind storms and 
dust storms. I've been across the country 
from the East Coast to the West Coast 
probably 14 times. Every year my first big 
run is Rolling Thunder. I'm flattered that 
they've asked me to lead that parade. 

Q: What do you ride now? 

A: I have a '93 Dresser Harley with 

112,000 miles on it. 

Q: What was it that drew yon to the 
American Legacy Run? 
A: My thing is that, as adults, we talk 
and preach about our futures and our 
tomorrows and our youth and what they 
can do or cannot do and how we can 
help them. Through this, we're going 
through quite a few states and a lot of 
people are aware of it, so hopefully we 
can generate enough money for these 
kids to help them get educated. That's 
what it's all about. Let's try to take care 
of them the best way we can. 

Q: Is there a connection between 
having served in the military and getting 
on that bike? 

A: I think it's a brotherhood, not only 
being a veteran but being a biker with a 
bunch of guys you ride with. Men and 
women took time out of their lives to 
serve their country whichever way they 
wanted to. Then you come out and hop 
on a bike. Not everyone rides a bike. I'm 
sure you can talk to any insurance 
company and (find out) your odds are cut 
down a bit riding on a motorcycle instead 
of riding in a car. It's that excitement, 
that challenge. You've got to stay on your 
toes and have your wits together and not 
only watch which way you're going but 
watch to your left, to your right, watch 
behind you ... keep in tune to what's 
happening all around you. I think that's 
where there's a connection. 

Q: Is this something where some guy 
who's 70 or 75 years old can relate to 
some guy who's 21 or 22 because there's 
that common experience of the bike and 
having served? 



A: I met a guy one time in Rolling 
Thunder IV. He was 74 years old, and 
I told him, "I hope I'm still riding 
when I'm 74." He was a World War II vet 
and believed in the cause of Rolling 
Thunder. This was in Kentucky, and he 
was having some electrical problems on 
his bike. He went back to Texas to his 
mechanic in the shop, fixed it, and I 
think I picked him up again in Virginia. 
His heart was there. That's what this is 
all about. 

Q: Is riding therapeutic for you? 
A: I like getting up early in the morning 
when the sun's coming out and go for 
an early-morning ride - roads through a 
park or along the lakefront. While 
people are coming into work, you're 
heading the other way. You come to a 
stop sign and it's, "Which way do you 
want to go: left, right or straight? 
You're on that iron horse and it's, 
'Let's go, babe.'" 

Q: Do you look at yourself as a role model 
for young wounded veterans who fought in 
Afghanistan or Iraq, maybe rode a bike 
before but now that they are injured think 
they may never ride again? 
A. If there's somebody in the area who 
I'm aware of who's been wounded, I 
try to make it a point to go and say hi 
and somehow connect with them and 
tell them it's not the end of the world ... 
just because you lose something. If 
we've still got our mind let's try to make 
the best of it. You're not going to get 
through to everybody, but it's worth 
trying. My Harley, it's not set up any 
different than anyone else's Harley. I 
taught myself how to pull the clutch. I 
took a few spills, and I designed my arm 
for the use of the bike. It's what you're 
willing to do. 

Q: How long do you see yourself riding? 
A: When I can't hold the bike up 
I'm putting three wheels on it. It's 
not what you ride. It comes down 
to where your heart is. My heart is 
with riding. || 

Interview: Steve Brooks 
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FROM ALL WALKS... 

Legion Riders blend fun, camaraderie and community service across America. 








BY JAMES V.CARROLL 

"Chances are, if you see a bunch of Legion Riders rolling down the road, 
they are in the midst of a project to help, honor or memorialize an Ameri- 
can military hero or a veteran," says Gerry "Top" Wright, Legion Riders 
state director at Rockville, Conn., American Legion Post 14. "Or they may 
be involved in a ride to raise money to benefit a Legion program or other 
community service. That's what Legion Riders do." 



Wright admits that some folks are put off - 
perhaps even a bit scared - by the appearance of 
leatherclad bikers, roaring down the roadways in 
their goggles and helmets, wind parting their 
beards, or parked under an overpass waiting out a 
thunderstorm. Appearance, he says, is not nearly 
as important as what the Legion Riders stand for. 

"We might not be fancy dressers," Wright says. 
"A few of us may have some pretty long hair. 
Others are bald, by fate or choice. And of course, a 
lot of us have tattoos. But I haven't met a Legion 



Rider yet who isn't interested in supporting our 
active-duty military members and veterans. We 
come from all walks of life, and a number of us do 
wear suits - just not while we are on our bikes." 

Support for veterans binds them together. 
Leather vests with distinctive Legion Riders 

Post 14 Legion Riders include Bertier Michaud (top left); roofing 
foreman Peggy Wright, insurance agent and wife of Gerry Wright; 
Bill Anderson, a modifier of handicapped vehicles; Carol Krohn, a 
retired ophthalmic specialist; and Ken Scott, site manager for a 
motorcycle education program, jamesv.carron 
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emblems identify who they are. Their back- 
grounds, however, couldn't be more diverse. 

Tim Scott, for instance, works at the state capitol 
in Hartford, Conn., but when he's not on duty at 
the legislature, he trades in a dress suit for leathers 
and hits the road with his fellow Legion Riders. 
Jay Weingart's day job as a court planner comes 
with a similar dress code, as is the case for Federal 
Treasury Agent Brice Johnson, counselor advocate 
Sara Ward, bookkeeper Leigh Hein or Vietnam 
War veteran Carol Krohn. 

Post 14 Legion Riders also include boom operator 
Bob Cain, toolmaker Steve Wilcox, roofer Dave 
"Spider" Johnson and about 100 others. They are a 
cross-section of American society: white collar and 
blue collar, young and old, men and women. 
Homemakers, insurance agents, machinists, 
students, retirees, kitchen designers and medical 
technologists. Window washers, electricians and 
truck drivers. National Guard recruiters, body shop 
managers and hot-air balloonists. Aside from their 
common connection to those who serve or have 
served in the U.S. military, this disparate cast of 
characters shares one other important characteris- 
tic: they love to ride motorcycles. 

Still, American Legion Riders at Post 14 and 
across the country have more on their minds than 
leather vests and good times. They are dedicated 
to promoting American Legion and Legion Riders 
programs. They ride to raise money to provide 
scholarships for the children of military personnel 
killed in the war on terrorism. They host spaghetti 
dinners and other events to raise money to honor 
veterans of past wars - for example, an effort to 
erect Connecticut's first memorial dedicated solely 
to the state's 612 Vietnam War dead. 

Bill Burke, activities chairman for Post 14 Legion 
Riders, says the combination of riding and commu- 
nity service is a great way for anyone to spend 
after-work hours. "We love to ride motorcycles, 
and we ride to support Legion programs and 
community services. What can be better?" 

To Dream Dreams. American Legion Riders began 
with one man's dream. In fall 1993, Chuck 
"Tramp" Dare met with Garden City, Mich., 
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MISS CONNECTICUT: 

PROUD OF THE COMPANY SHE KEEPS 

Twenty-four-year-old Heidi 
Voight is a victim of childhood 
and teenage sexual abuse, the 
daughter of a single parent who 
raised five children. She was 15 
when her family lost their home. 

m The emotional and 
physical challenges 
of her childhood 
could have led her to give up. But 
that's not who she is. Heidi Voight 
is not a quitter. She is a fighter. So 
it's only natural that she has 
forged a unique and special bond 
with military veterans, especially 
American Legion Riders. 

Having overcome the roadblocks of her youth, 
Voight has emerged both as a role model to 
thousands of young Connecticut girls and as a 
generational bridge to state veterans. As Miss 
Connecticut 2006, she has traveled extensively, 
encouraging young people to set and achieve 
their goals. She has also forged a deep relation- 
ship with the Legion Riders of Post 14 in 
Rockville. Her commitment to the Riders and 



SEE PAGE 34 - 



AUGUST 2007 | THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE 29 



PUBLICITY NOTICE OF U.S. MINT LEGAL TENDER FIRST RELEASE 
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■ GIVEAWAY BEGINS: The free money giveaway begins with 
the World Reserve handing out the entire first year of coins 
free. But don't thank the government. This massive $13 million 
private hoard is under the control of the World Reserve who is 
making no secret about advertising its plans to hand out the 
coins to the general public. 



WORLD EXCLUSIVE: These photos show the private unveil- 
ing ceremonies for the Official Presidential Money Gallery that 
exhibits the U.S. Mint's® new Presidential Dollar Coins. The 
World Reserve has announced it is handing out the entire first 
year of the new coins free to everyone who beats the deadline 
to cover the $ 8 claim for the Presidential Money Gallery. 

Public gets Presidential coins free 

Everyone who claims the $ 8 newly revealed Presidential Money Gallery 
gets the entire first year of the new Presidential Dollar Coins Free 



By DANIEL G. WOOD 

UNIVERSAL MEDIA SYNDICATE 



Have you heard about the free 
money giveaway that's sweeping the 
nation? 

Well, listen up because here it is. 

Everyone who gets in on this will 
be among the first to get the U.S. 
Mint's dazzling new Presidential 
Dollar Coins. 

The World Reserve has just an- 
nounced it is handing out the en- 
tire first year of the valuable coins 
free. 

These valuable coins are being giv- 
en away free to everyone who beats 
the deadline to cover shipping and 
the $ 8 claim for the newly revealed 
Presidential Money Gallery. 

So, what's the catch? 

Just be absolutely sure to call in 
your claim before the 7 day deadline 



if you want to get the entire first 
year's coins free. 

This is all happening because the 
World Reserve is issuing the newly 
revealed Presidential Money Gal- 
lery to the general public to hold all 
forty of the U.S. Mint's® first ever 
Presidential Dollar Coins. Rations 
of these coins are uncertain because 
each dollar is only minted for just 93 
days and all of them will be delivered 
according to the U.S. Mint's release 
schedule. 

"These new Presidential Coins are 
beyond compare because they're 
actually carved with edge lettering 
bearing the date, Mint mark, IN 
GOD WE TRUST and E PLURI- 
BUS UNUM, which results in the 
coin's rare tactile feel," said Direc- 
tor Aaron T. Stryker from the World 



Reserve Monetary Exchange. 

"Once they're gone, they're gone 
and by law once the U.S. Mint shuts 
off, they will never be minted again. 
That's why the World's premier pri- 
vate numismatic exchange is wide- 
ly advertising its plans to issue 
the Presidential Money Gallery. We 
want to make absolutely sure read- 
ers of this magazine know that 
there are only 7 days left on this an- 
nouncement to get the entire first 
year of Presidential Dollar Coins 
free, in never-circulated condition," 
Stryker said. 

Those who get in on this free give- 
away by claiming the World Reserve's 
exclusive Presidential Money Gallery 
will be able to show off the entire col- 
lection of all 40 of the U.S. Presiden- 
tial Coins. That's why it's so impor- 
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Front Side 



Front Side 



Reverse on Each 
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ENTIRE FIRST YEAR FREE: These are the four Presidential Coins everyone is trying to get because they are actually carved with edge 
lettering which makes them beyond compare. Only those who call to beat the 7-day order deadline for the newly revealed Presidential 
Money Gallery are getting the coins free. But readers must make sure they get through to the Direct Claim Line at 1-800-716-3023. 



tant to beat the 7 day deadline right 
now. 

"At the rate we are giving these 
away we will be forced to hand out 
more than $1 million of these valuable 
new Presidential Dollar Coins free to 
the general public," Stryker said. 

Collectors are trying to get all 
they can because these are no or- 
dinary coins. These are real U.S. 
Treasury first issues in never- 
circulated condition. Smart collec- 
tors know how valuable first issue 
coins can be. 

U.S. Savings Bonds used to be the 
most popular gift to give. But now 
these never-circulated Presidential 
Dollar Coins are what everybody 
wants. 

And, since everyone is trying to 
get them, one thing is for sure. Only 
those lucky enough to get in on this 
now are certain to get the entire 
first year's coins free. 

What does all this mean for you? 

Well, coin values always fluctu- 
ate. But just think if you would have 
saved one uncirculated Eisenhower 
Dollar from as recently as 1973. Be- 
lieve it or not, it's now worth 1200% 
more today. So, getting four Presi- 
dential Coins free with the eight dol- 
lar Presidential Money Gallery is a 
real steal. 

And remember, these are never- 
circulated coins. To be among the 
first to get these never-circulated 
Presidential Dollar Coins you must 
make sure you get through to the 
Direct Claim Line. That number 
is 1-800-716-3023. If lines are busy 
please be patient. 

But whatever you do keep try- 
ing, because all claims will be 
honored before the 7-day deadline 
expires. ■ 



How to get your free coins 

Here's the number to call: 
Direct Claim Line 1-800-716-3023 
Dept. CD813 

Begin calling at 8:30 a.m. today 

Claim lines close in 7 days 

The World Reserve has just announced that it is giving away the entire first year of the 
Presidential Coins free for those who beat the order deadline to cover the $ 8 claim plus 
shipping forthe newly revealed Presidential Money Gallery. These coins will be delivered 
in never-circulated condition and protected with professional display capsules that are 
also being issued free to protect the coins and to allow for the viewing of their special 
edge markings. Those who miss the deadline will be turned away and required to wait 
for future announcements authorized by the World Reserve in this or other publications. 
THE U.S. MINT® IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF THE UNITED STATES MINT. THE WORLD 
RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERN- 
MENT OR ANY GOVERNMENT AGENCY. OH RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD SIX PERCENT SALES 
TAX AND SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO CT, MA, MN, TN, AND VT RESIDENTS. ALL TRANS- 
ACTIONS LESS SHIPPING ARE BACKED BY THE FULL VAULT CONTENTS OF THE WORLD 
RESERVE MONETARY EXCHANGE WITH A MONEY BACK GUARANTEE UP TO $10,000.00. 
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HAND MADE: This is the $8 Presidential Money Gallery now being issued to the public. 




American Legion National Commander Paul A. Morin will lead hundreds of riders as they roar across the country in 
the second annual American Legion Legacy Run. Riders will arrive in Reno, Nev., for the 89th National Convention 
of The American Legion. They will ride more than 2,000 miles to raise $250,000 for the American Legacy Scholarship 
Fund, a scholarship program for children of U.S. servicemembers who have died in action since Sept. 11, 2001. Riders 
are invited to travel the entire route or join the run along the way. Once in Reno, riders can participate in The 
American Legion Rider Rally on Aug. 25 or join the American Legion National Convention Parade on Aug. 26. 
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Legionnaires unable to participate in the The American Legion Legacy Run or attend the convention 
may support the American Legacy Scholarship Fund by sending tax-deductible contributions to: 
The American Legion Legacy Run, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206 
(317) 630-1212 • rcaudell@legion.org • www.legion.org (click on "Scholarships") 



Indianapolis 



American Legion Post 396 Commander Bill "Polka" 
Kaledas to share his vision to form an association 
that would bring together American Legion, 
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The 
American Legion members in a family atmosphere 
to share their enthusiasm for motorcycles. 

Department Adjutant Hubert Hess thought Dare 
and Kaledas had a great idea and he helped them 
navigate Legion department and national guide- 
lines. Post 396 members subsequently embraced 
Dare's dream and voted to sponsor the nation's 
first Legion Riders group. 

Like other institutions rooted near Detroit - like 
Kmart and Little Caesars Pizza - the nonprofit 
American Legion Riders program has flourished. 
Today there are nearly 700 chapters throughout the 
country and some even in foreign nations. 

Duty, Honor, Country. Seemingly inspired by the 
famous farewell speech of Gen. Douglas MacAr- 
thur more than 40 years ago, Legion Rider chapters 
across the country conduct programs that benefit, 
honor or memorialize veterans, their families and 
their communities. Iowa Riders formed an honor 
guard called the Five Star Freedom Riders. A 
chapter in Mulvane, Kan., reacting to demonstra- 
tions by a fanatical religious group at military 
funerals, formed the original Patriot Guard to 
protect and show respect for grieving families at 
services. In June, members of Disney-Bell Post 66 
in Bowie, Md., joined with members of Southern 
Maryland District American Legion Riders of Post 
293 in a motorcade to honorably escort and help 



send off 400 members of the l-158th Cavalry 
Regiment of the Maryland National Guard deploy- 
ing to the Middle East. 

Post 14 Legion Riders have engaged in numer- 
ous benefit rides. In May, they attended the annual 
U.S. Coast Guard Academy graduation, where 
President Bush delivered an address. Afterward, he 
invited the Riders to tell him about the program 
and its activities. They took the opportunity to 
present Bush with a Legion Riders T-shirt. 

Legion Riders across the country travel each 
Memorial Day to participate in Rolling Thunder, an 
annual POW/MIA rally in Washington. They also 
participate in regional rides such as Operation 
Wounded Warrior, sponsored by Riders in Texas, 
New Mexico, Utah, Arizona, California and other 
Western states. Chapters also organize rides to 
raise money for VA hospitals, youth centers, schools 
and programs for underprivileged children. 

"There are as many programs as there are 
Legion Rider chapters, and they develop their own 
programs at the post level where all the best ideas 
are born," American Legion National Commander 
Paul Morin says. "Motorcyclists are a very dedi- 
cated group of people. Combine them with The 
American Legion family and good things happen. 
They are patriots who answer the call to ride in 
service to America's military, her veterans, and for 
the children and youth of our country." 

And, Wright says, "We have fun doing it." || 

James V. Carroll is an assistant editor at The 
American Legion Magazine. 
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Some 
Enemies 
Are Silent 



I know impotence! 

As Veterans, weVe faced enemies both seen and unseen. 
We might have something else in common also: if you're 
one of the more than 30 million men in the U.S. experiencing 
Erectile Dysfunction (ED), you know what I'm talking about. 

After my retirement from the Armed Forces, I wanted to work in 
a field that contributed to men's quality of life. Little did I know 
I'd eventually use the product I have been encouraging others 
to use now for over 13 years. 

Vacurect™ can help! Our state-of-the-art vacuum therapy 
products are FDA registered, approved by Medicare and 
most other Secondary Insurance Companies. For your 
convenience, we will obtain a prescription from your 
physician and file all insurance claims for you. 

Other Vacuum Pumps typically are bulky, cumbersome, 
hard to incorporate during foreplay and not sexually appealing. 
These qualities proved to be significant drawbacks to the 
advancement of 
vacuum therapy 



"My diagnosis of Cancer came as a shock to myself and my 
wife— little did we know that it would also end our intimate 
experiences. . . that is until we found the Vacurect™ vacuum 
therapy system. So simple and easy to use and. . . after several 
months of use I began to regain my normal function!" Mobile, AL 

"For the last five years, my husband and I have been using an 
earlier model vacuum system... it was awkward to include in our 
I love making and the rings were uncomfortable for my husband. 

Now the Vacurect™ has unbelievably enhanced our 
intimate moments together!" Clifton, NJ 




Control - You determine 
when, how long and 
how often. 

Consistency - Vacurect 7 

Produces an enhanced 
erection every time - 
no waiting! 

Safety - No pills, no 
implants, no injections 
and no risky drugs! 



No Risk Guarantee - 

Refund within 30 days if 
not satisfied! 

Insurance Support - 

We file all insurance 
claims for you. 

Prescription 
Assistance - We obtain 
your prescription from 
your physician. 
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Compare the 



among patients. 

The Vacurect™ 

is the first and 
only system that 
allows you to enjoy the benefits of Vacuum Therapy without 
the drawbacks. The Vacurect™ is one-piece, 
easy-to-use, very compact and always reliable. 

There are no up-front costs! So Call Today! 

Call today TOLL-FREE! 
877-266-7699 

BONRO Medical Inc. 
4490 Washington Rd., 
Building 1 00, Suite 1 6 
Evans, GA. 30809 

Visit our website 

www.bonro.com 

'We cater to our customer's needs" 



















BONRO 


m: 


EDICAL 



Why wait another day? Live your life fully - bring 
intimacy back into your life TODAY! Call one of our 
trained clinical specialists right now to learn more 
and to request a FREE Patient Starter Kit or, if you 

prefer, complete and send in the coupon below. Be 
sure to include your telephone number. 

We are so confident that you will find our product 
beneficial, that we offer an unconditional, 30-day, 
100% money-back guarantee! 

AL.08.07 

YES, please tell me more about the revolutionary Vacurect™. 
Name 



Address 

city 



State 



Zip 



Phone 



Please Fax: (706) 210-4740, or mail completed coupon to: 
BONRO Medical Inc., PO Box 1880, Evans, GA. 30809 



Find discounted replacement rings for any vacuum system and other products on our website at WWW.BONRO.COM 



MISS CONNECTICUT: PROUD OF THE COMPANY SHE KEEPS (frompage2<» 



their causes prompted the group to designate her 
as a sponsor - an honor she takes seriously. 

She loves riding with the group so much that she 
has been quoted as saying that when her reign as 
Miss Connecticut ends, she plans to trade her 
crown for a Harley. Voight recently talked to The 
American Legion Magazine. 

Q: How do the challenges of your life play into your 
duties as Miss Connecticut? 
A: I travel to all the middle schools and high 
schools in Connecticut to speak about my official 
platform, "Educate, Empower, Eradicate: Stop The 
Violence." It's an umbrella platform that addresses 
violence in many of its different forms. Sometimes 
I'm called upon to speak about youth gun violence, 
Internet safety, bullying prevention, bystander 
intervention, even leadership and assertiveness 
training for young girls. 

Q: You have on occasion described yourself as a 
survivor 

A: I was a victim of childhood sexual abuse that 
continued for 10 years or so. And when I was a 
teenager I was sexually assaulted again multiple 
times. I share my story today as a big part of my 
healing process and to let young boys and girls 
know that they can overcome childhood abuse. 

It's difficult for me when people hold me up as 
an example, a hero or role model. It's hard for me 
today to accept that concept. I was doing what I 
had to do to survive. When you grow up in the 
kind of background I came from, you're just 
surviving. I think there was something in me like 
a pilot light that kept me going, that guided me. To 
do anything less than to do my best to overcome 
my hardships would be to admit defeat, to let the 
pilot light extinguish. 

This past year has shown me that I have an 
ability to heal. It helps me to tell my story and it 
helps me to hear stories of other people. 

Q: When did you develop your interest in veterans 
and their issues? 

A: My older half-brother returned from four tours 
of duty in Vietnam with PTSD and lost his life 
shortly after coming home. All of this, and then 
the sexual assault and my own PTSD, is part of 
what makes me empathetic to the plight of veter- 
ans of past wars and these young guys coming 
back from Iraq. I've never served in the military, 
but I guess I can relate on an emotional level to the 



psychological trauma many of them have suffered 
or are suffering. It's a subject that is of tremendous 
importance to me on a personal and family level. 

Q: How did you become connected with The Ameri- 
can Legion Riders? 

A: Last summer I was in a parade that ended at an 
American Legion post. As I hopped out of my 
convertible I saw a long line of Harleys. I'm a huge 
motorcycle fanatic. I just love 'em. I ran over and 
started posing on all the bikes. I was wearing a 
dress and my crown, but I didn't care. I got to 
talking to the guys to find out what was going on, 
and since that time I've gone on a few rides with 
them. It was such a magical combination, two 
things I really love: motorcycles and veterans. 

Q: What was it like to be honored at the Connecticut 
American Legion Department Convention? 
A: When I was escorted up the aisle, all the 
veterans stood and applauded. I couldn't keep 
from crying. There I was, a little girl from nowhere, 
getting a standing ovation from men and women 
who had put their lives on the line so that people 
like me could have the luxury of walking free. I 
couldn't stop the tears. It is such an honor and 
privilege to be associated with the Legion Riders. 

Q: Why are the Legion Riders so fond of you? 
A: I think it means a lot to veterans to know that 
people still care. I don't think it has anything to do 
with celebrity status. I think it's more about 
someone my age recognizing veterans' service to 
our country. It makes me so angry that more 
people my age don't seem to connect the dots. 

Many young people today are so self-absorbed 
they don't seem to have a clue that Americans their 
age are dying every day. They say they support the 
troops. They put bumper stickers on their cars and 
ribbons around their trees. But as soon as these 
young men and women return home, many of them 
physically and mentally wounded, they fall off the 
radar screen or slip through the consciousness of 
many Americans - especially the older veterans. 
It's not right. I guess when people really take an 
interest in veterans, veterans notice that and they 
reciprocate. I'm proud that I'm accepted by the 
Legion Riders, knowing what they as veterans have 
gone through and what they have sacrificed for all 
Americans. That's company I am proud to keep. || 

Interview: James V. Carroll 
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Bold replica 
of a tribal 



Adorned with 
feathers, 
beads and 
sculpture 



IN THE 

Native 
American- 




Spirit of the Wolf 



egend says that the spirit of 
the wolf blessed the Indians 
with the secrets of survival which 
they placed in a sacred rawhide 
vessel decorated with totems of 
the wolf as homage to its power. 
That tradition now inspires a new 
collectible keepsake box designed 
to carry the mystery of the past. 

Each collectible is sculpted and 
decorated in the Native American- 
style and features a riveting portrait 
from artist Chuck Ren on its lid. 
Along the sides discover six hand- 

©2005 BGE 01-02310-001-BI 



painted wolf sculptures plus real 
feathers and beadwork. 

Strictly limited edition, 
order today! 

Strong demand is expected for this 
unique limited edition, so act now 
to acquire your replica Sacred 
Keepsake Box at the $39-95* issue 
price, payable in two installments of 
$19 97 each. Your purchase is 
backed by a 365-day money-back 
guarantee. Send no money now. Just 
mail the Reservation Application 
today! 

collectiblestoday.com 

Home of The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 



RESERVATION APPLICATION 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T H F c O LLE CTING @ 

YES. Please reserve the "Spirit of the Wolf" col- 
lectible for me as described in this announcement. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Signature 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Address 



Name (Please Print Clearly) 



City . 



State _ 



-Zip_ 



01 -0231 0-001 -E94991 

*Plus a total of $7.99 shipping and service. Illinois residents add state sales tax. 
Prices higher in Canada. A limited-edition presentation restricted to 295 casting 
days. Allow 4-6 weeks after initial payment for delivery. All sales are subject to 
_product availability and order acceptance. 




A LONG, DEADLY CORNER T 

Platoon sergeant offers a glimpse of hope from the world's worst place. 



BY SGT. 1 ST CLASS JACK ROBISON 

U.S. ARMY 

Ar Ramadi, capital city of al Anbar province, 
has long been known to the people who fight 
here as the worst place in the world. I remember 
seeing an old friend in the dining facility in Kuwait 
before we got here. He asked where we were going 
in Iraq. When I told him, he cringed and told me 



he was sorry. He had never been here, but he had 
heard enough about it during his two tours. 

Ar Ramadi is different from many other places in 
Iraq. You get the package deal here. The impro- 
vised-explosive-device threat is severe and con- 
stant, everything from "tomato-can" IEDs target- 
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ing dismounted patrols to enormous subsurface 
IEDs that will disable an Ml Abrams tank and 
reduce an armored Humvee to several pieces of 
twisted wreckage. There are so many IED cells 
here that it's not unheard of for an explosive 
ordnance disposal team to arrive, blow an IED, 
and then find more along the same route they 
came on their way back. The enemy is also very 
fond of improvised rocket launchers and RPGs. On 
any given day here, there are more projectiles 



flying through the air than any given NFL Sunday 
in Veterans Stadium. You can tell when a new 
shipment comes in. They're not prone to saving 
them for a rainy day. 



Winston Churchill once said there was nothing 
quite as invigorating as being shot at without 
result. I agree completely. There is nothing as 
exciting as a gunfight that we all survive, and 
unless you've been in similar situations, you 
would be amazed what you can go through and 
come out untouched. You can be pinned down by 
heavy machine-gun fire and RPGs for an hour, 
hurling grenades and praying for the tanks or 
Apaches to hurry up and bring some hell down on 
the enemy so you can live to see your family 
again, and laugh and joke about it later that night. 

You also can have the quiet of a nice autumn 
day split with the crack of a sniper's rifle and 
know before a body hits the ground that it's 
happened again. That single shot can be more 
frightening than any cataclysmic barrage of lead. 
When that happens in the battalion, the laughing 
stops and the bravado dries up, and you think 
about killing a little more than usual for a while. 
Even if you didn't know the fallen soldier person- 
ally, it's hard to ignore the terrible potential of a 
sniper on the loose. I've spent too many hours in a 
deer stand not to think about how easy it is for 
someone to be watching from a rubbled building 
or an open window. 

The enemy is varied. Predictably, there are 
plenty of amateurs filling the ranks. In a city with 
very few jobs, very little income and a whole lot of 
time, young men go where the action is. Money, 
excitement, ideology - it doesn't matter. If they 
pick up a weapon, they make their decision and 
live or die by it. 



There is a disproportionate population of al- 
Qaeda here. Many are foreigners from the usual 
places. They are relatively well-funded and 
equipped, which is not surprising. A little more 
surprising is how organized and well-trained they 
can be. I heard numerous times before deploying 
how bad Iraqi marksmanship was, how their 
favorite method is to "spray and pray" around a 
street corner before breaking contact. There is 
plenty of that going on, but there have also been 
many coordinated attacks, often staged by a 
combined arms team, with direct fire, indirect 
fire, rocket attacks and IED cells. They have 
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attacked multiple targets 
simultaneously, and often 
target follow-on forces and 
first responders, such as 
medical personnel trying to 
evacuate casualties. Some of 
their snipers are deadly and 
elusive. I've taken almost as 
much accurate machine-gun 
fire as inaccurate. 

What they're best at is 
intimidating the local 
population. Through murder, 
assault and threats, they force the complicity of 
any locals who don't support them already. They 
have no compunction about engaging U.S. forces 
from some random civilian's house, sometimes 
bringing a hail of ordnance down on people who 
are just trying to raise their families in the worst 
possible place. Ordinary people may not get it, but 
when experienced firsthand it's the easiest thing in 
the world to understand. 

It's too late to say I'm going to bring all my 
soldiers home, which was my naive goal when we 
first arrived, but I'm bringing everyone home who 
I can, and I won't hesitate to rain hell on a house 
just because somebody inside might not be shoot- 
ing at us. 



These are not people you let escape if you can 
help it. They are not "freedom fighters" as some 
ridiculously stupid people have suggested. These 
people regularly kill whole Iraqi families, cut off 
the heads of Iraqi civilians, and show complete 
disregard for any life but their own. The only 
freedom they fight for is the freedom to maintain 
the law of the gun. Most Iraqis know this and will 
tell us enthusiastically that they wish we would 
hurry up and win, but they'll only tell us behind 
closed doors, usually in the absence of other Iraqis, 
for fear of informers. Many stop short of actually 
helping us. If they are found out, they're almost 
certain to be killed. 



Earlier this year, we apparently lost our official 
title as "the most dangerous city in the world." I 
can't remember which publication awards this 
dubious honor, which this year went to some other 
Middle East vacation spot. Ar Ramadi has had the 
title for a few years. At the beginning of our tour, I 
would have said, "Don't worry, we'll get it back." 

Now I'm not so sure. 



A corner has 
been turned. 
Every soldier, 
sailor, airman and 
Marine in Ar 
Ramadi, along 
with a few hun- 
dred thousand 
Iraqi civilians, 
knows it and is 
better off for it. 

A corner, not the 
corner. Unfortu- 
nately, this war is still very much in progress. If 
certain people in the legislative branch are bound 
and determined to lose it, I'm sure they'll be able 
to, but it won't be lost by us. While they point 
fingers and manipulate public opinion in our 
name, we are doing what we came here to do: fight 
and win. 

Again, I don't want anyone to think that Ar 
Ramadi is a nice place to live now, or even that it 
will be anytime soon, but in the past six months 
there have been remarkable changes across vast 
areas of the city. With an intelligently aggressive 
strategy, Task Force Manchu has put boots on the 
ground all over the eastern half of the city and 
severely limited the insurgents' ability to move 
and operate freely. Clearing sectors first and then 
establishing joint security stations with the Iraqi 
army and Iraqi police, assets and troops are freed 
up to move on to the next sector without losing 
control of ground already taken. Places like 
(Observation Post) Eagle's Nest, OP Hotel and 
others that were extremely high-adventure in the 
beginning don't receive the almost-daily attacks of 
the recent past. 



Responsibility is shifting to the Iraqi army and 
police. The Iraqi army's competence varies in each 
battalion, but I've fought alongside some very good 
units and officers who have seen combat through- 
out Iraq and learned valuable lessons the hard 
way. Some other units have learning to do but are 
making progress with the assistance of U.S. Army 
and Marine training teams. These small teams 
don't operate in some remote training facility; they 
walk the streets day and night on combat patrols, 
often far from other U.S. forces. 

Until recently, it was next to impossible to get 
the local population to join the Iraqi police. 
Signing on was a sure way to become a target and 
put your family in harm's way. With the help of 



The successes we've had have come at a high cost. 
Regardless of how good a unit is - and the Manchus are very 
good - an infantry battalion doing its job is going to 
operate outside the wire, where the metal meets the meat. 

This article is dedicated to Pfc. Roger Suarez, Pfc. Albert 
Nelson, Pfc. Rowan Walter, Pfc. Travis Buford, Staff Sgt. Josh 
Hager and all the other Manchus and members of the task 
force who have been killed in action, taking the fight to the 
enemy. Sometimes I think God must be creating an elite unit 
in heaven, because He only seems to select the very best 
soldiers to bring home early. 

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Robison 
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local sheiks and support from U.S. forces, a 
legitimate Iraqi police force has been established 
and trained and now operates stations throughout 
Ar Ramadi. As security is established, jobs are 
created, and the basic needs of civilization are 
restored. The life and death of being an insurgent 
thug should become less attractive to 
the next generation. 



Task Force Manchu 



Maybe the biggest challenge that lies 
ahead for Ar Ramadi is the corruption 
that almost seems bred into these 
people. It's surprising how unsurprised 
Iraqis are when they get shafted by 
people who are supposed to be on their 
side. After conducting a four-day 
clearing operation, one of the new Iraqi 
policemen informed me that he hadn't 
been paid for a while because he wasn't 
related to the sheik. It wasn't the first 
time I'd heard that story. As more 
government jobs become available, it's almost 
guaranteed to get worse unless those who profit 
from it decide to stop. Not likely. We'll see. 



communicate or sustain ourselves. But in the end, 
as it always has been, the infantry holds the 
ground that the Army takes. In today's war, 
holding ground goes beyond planting your feet in 
the bottom of a foxhole. It means retaining control 
of any given area against a slippery urban enemy 
who, to American eyes, 
blends in well against the 
population. You need Iraqi 
eyes and ears to be willing to 
participate in their own 
liberation. The infantry is the 
face of that liberation to the 
locals. The best units do 
their best not to alienate or 
unnecessarily aggravate the 
people who can help us. It's 
not unusual, once security 
has been established, to sit 
down and have chai - hot 
strong sweet tea - and 
hubbus - kind of like a half- 
inch-thick bread/tortilla - with a family you just 
scared the crap out of. 



Task Force Manchu is primarily 
made up of the 1st Battalion, 9th 
Infantry Regiment, from the 2nd 
Infantry Division out of Fort 
Carson, Colo. It has been well 
supported by elements of 1st 
Armored Division, 3rd Infantry 
Division, 1st Infantry Division, and 
numerous outstanding Army, 
Marine, Air Force and Navy 
personnel. It is led by Lt. Col. 
Chuck Ferry and Command Sgt. 
Maj. Dennis Bergmann. 



How do you succeed in a lawless town like 
Ramadi? The day I signed the papers to join the 
Army 12 years ago, a crusty old NCO at the 
processing station told me, "Just remember, there 
are only two kinds of people in the Army: the 
infantry, and support for the infantry." 

First, you get out of your armored vehicle once 
in a while and operate as the light infantry battal- 
ion that you are. The insurgents aren't afraid of 
our Humvee gun trucks. They know how to attack 
them and slip away before effective fire is re- 
turned. A Humvee can't hunt down the enemy in 
many places because of our own obstacles. On the 
other hand, seeing several companies of infantry 
on the ground seems to scare the hell out of them. 
They will fight just long enough to figure out that 
we aren't playing around, and then they try to 
blend in to the population. Then it falls to us to try 
to distinguish the bad from the good. It gets easier 
the more support the locals give us. 

I have plenty of respect for the other branches 
and specialties in all the services. Tanks, aviation 
and indirect fire have all saved lives here - my 
own a few times - and contributed greatly to the 
task force's success. Without all the support 
personnel, we wouldn't be able to shoot, move, 



Kicking in doors and raiding random houses can 
be exciting and sometimes productive, but it 
doesn't really endear you to the population. There 
are times it's necessary, and the Iraqis generally 
understand that, but it's just as necessary to find 
out who might know a name or a house that will 
pay bigger dividends to hit. During our last sector 
clearance, an Iraqi man I had just questioned in 
broken Arabic about an IED placed while we were 
there actually left his house in broad daylight and 
walked up several streets to our location so he 
could let us know about some vehicles the insur- 
gents had parked at another house when they 
scattered. While the guy might have shortened his 
life expectancy considerably, this is the kind of 
thing that wins against an insurgency. The insur- 
gents can succeed without the active support of 
most of the population, as long as the people don't 
actively support us either. Once Iraqis start to 
participate significantly in cleaning up their own 
city, the insurgents are finished, whether they 
know it or not. || 

Sgt. 1st Class Jack Robison is a U.S. Army infantry 
platoon sergeant with D Company, 1st Battalion, 9th 
Infantry Regiment, deployed to Ar Ramadi, Iraq, in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
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Why We Can't Fight Nice 



BY RALPH PETERS 

We sent the world's best military. We spent an 
enormous amount of money. We "stayed the 
course." And now it's an open question as to 
whether we'll lose to savages or pull off a messy 
compromise success. What went wrong? 

The strategic errors of the administration, the 
pernicious effect of the media and factional hatred 
within Iraq all played their parts. Corruption and 
al-Qaeda's remorseless 
.^.^^^^v-.. .. bloodlust made everything 
worse. Poor leadership 
plagued Iraqis and Americans alike. 

But the subject presidents, pundits and profes- 
sors all avoid is what it would take to win militar- 
ily, because the answer is ugly. We prefer to 
sidestep reality in favor of comfy fantasies that 
negotiations will persuade blood-drunk murderers 
to all just get along. 

With the last-ditch troop surge in Baghdad, we're 
half-heartedly trying an approach we should have 
applied with everything we had in 2003. We no 
longer have the numbers to do it right - and our 
leaders, in and out of uniform, may not have the 
resolve to behave with the ruthlessness required to 
turn things around. 



Even with the surge, our numbers in Baghdad 
will be bare bones. We've finally moved our forces 
down to the neighborhoods, instead of obsessing 
about "force protection" and bunkering ourselves 
inside hermetic bases that severed us from Iraq's 
reality. We finally recognized the need for "pre- 
cinct stations." 

But what we still don't have - and won't - is a 
constant presence in the streets. 

As one patrol returns, another should be heading 
out, with a third roaming the zone to cover the 
overlap. And that's the absolute minimum for a 
one-square-kilometer area. 

The problem in this kind of conflict is that the 
initiative inherently lies with the terrorists and 
insurgents. We're looking for a limited number of 
targets: our enemies themselves. Their targets can 
be anything - a clinic, a school, a marketplace, a 
roadblock, a gas station or even a mosque. Any- 
thing they hit counts as a win. 

Our best shot is to keep them on the run, to 
keep them off balance. But crippling their freedom 
of action requires that our troops seem to be 



Reprinted with permission of The New York Post. 
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everywhere at unexpected times. That takes 
raw numbers. 

If, on the other hand, you let the terrorists and 
insurgents set the tempo, you lose both the 
support of the population and the war. 

Executing such a policy also demands far 
better intelligence than we've produced in the 
past. Our tactical intelligence has improved 
notably under the stress of war, but we still have 
a long way to go. 

Above all, we have to maintain a strength of 
will equal to that of our opponents. War demands 
consistency, and we're the most fickle great power 
in history. We must focus on defeating our en- 
emies, brushing aside all other considerations. 

At present, we let those other considerations 
rule our behavior: we overreact to media sensa- 
tionalism, which our enemies exploit brilliantly; 
we torment ourselves over the least mistakes 
our troops make; we delude ourselves that mass 
murderers have rights; we take prisoners know- 
ing they'll be freed to kill more Americans, and 
the politicians and Green Zone generals alike 
pretend that it's not whether you win or lose, 
"it's how you play the game." 



That's the biggest lie ever told by a human being 
who wasn't a member of Congress. 

Winning is everything. Fighting ruthlessly may 
not please the safe-at-home moralists, but it's 
losing that's immoral. 

Consider just one of the many issues about 
which we're insistently naive and hypocritical: 
torture. 

Earlier this month, our Army released the 
results of an internally initiated survey of soldiers 
and Marines in Iraq. The results showed that 
almost half of our troops would condone torture in 
specific instances if it saved their buddies' lives. 

The media were, of course, appalled. I was 
shocked, too - surprised that so few of our troops 
would condone any action that kept their com- 
rades alive. 

Torturing prisoners should never be our policy, 
both because it's immoral and because it's usually 
ineffective. But it's madness to declare that there 
can never be exceptions. 

Forget the argument about the "ticking bomb" 
and the terrorist who might have information that 
could save numerous lives. Let's make it personal. 

Whether you're left, right or in between, ask 
yourself this yes-or-no question: if torturing a 
known terrorist would save the life of the person 
you love most in the world, would you approve it? 

If your answer is "no," you're not a moral 
paragon. You're an abomination. And please make 
your position clear to your husband or wife, 
mother or father, son or daughter. Just tell 'em, 
"Sorry, honey, but I'd rather see you dead than 
mistreat a terrorist. It's a moral issue with me." 

There are countless other ways in which we 
elevate the little immoralities required in war 
above the supreme immorality of losing. Leftists 
loved My Lai - they just adored it - but they were 
never called to account for the communist atroci- 
ties after Saigon fell. Pol Pot's butchery was never 
laid at the feet of the self-righteous bastards who 
shrieked, "Give peace a chance." 

And no one on the left will discuss what might 
happen if we fail in Iraq. The truth is that they 
don't care. 

We face merciless, implacable enemies who 
joyously slaughter the innocent with the zeal of 
religious fanaticism. Yet we want to make sure we 
don't hurt anyone's feelings. 

We've tried many things in Iraq. They've all 
failed. It's a shame we never really tried to fight. || 

Retired Army Lt. Col. Ralph Peters' most recent book 
is "Never Quit the Fight." 
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The true story of how a "dustoff" 
pilot earned the Medal of Honor. 

BY MAJ. GEN. PATRICK H. BRADY, 
U.S. ARMY, (RET.) 

Over the years I have read various accounts of 
the rescue missions for which I became one 
of two soldiers in Vietnam to receive both the 
Distinguished Service Cross and the Medal of 
Honor. None are completely accurate, including the 
official Medal of Honor citation. At the time, some 
criticized my flying on these missions as irrespon- 
sible; it was outside the regulations but necessary 
and in no way reckless. What follows is what 
actually happened on those missions and how I 
discovered the techniques that made them possible. 

The changes between my 1964 tour in Vietnam 
as a helicopter ambulance, or "dustoff," pilot and 
my second tour - from 1967 to 1968 - were monu- 
mental and frightening. "Dustoff" had gone from 
16,000 troops supported to some 500,000, and 
from 4,000 patients carried per year to more than 
7,000 per month. Helicopters and crew losses were 
alarming. And Mother Nature was killing more 
than Charlie. Three of our pilots from the 54th He- 
licopter Ambulance Detachment, which I brought 
to Chu Lai in August 1967, preceded us to Vietnam. 
All three were killed at night, two hitting moun- 
tains during bad weather. Chu Lai was full of 
mountains, and the weather was brutal. 



I was scared to death. Charlie worked the 
graveyard shift and used the terrain and weather 
very well. There were casualties day and night in 
weather. We had to fly in those conditions or 
troops would die. But how? Our pilots were inexpe- 
rienced - 10 of 12 were two months out of flight 
school - but eager. They would push themselves 
for a wounded soldier, increasing the risks, almost 
certainties, of death or accident. 

I am a person who wears my faith on my sleeve. 
Since my youth I have been in the habit of talking 
to God - often casually and not always in a 
prayerful way, but intensely, during stressful and 
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dangerous situations. I had a serious dialogue 
with Him as I matched our experience with the 
mountains and weather at Chu Lai. Many of the 
troop locations were on mountaintops often 
enveloped by clouds or in valleys covered with a 
dense, solid fog resembling a 500-foot snow bank. 
These were zero-zero conditions, and there were 
no let-down facilities in these mountains. To make 
matters worse, we were to go operational during 
the monsoon season. OK, Lord, how do we do it? 

However, weather was not our initial problem; 
that was Charlie. Our first operational day we had 
one ship shot up, on the fourth day two more, and 




1 



on the fifth day, all six ships were shot up and 
three crewmen seriously wounded. My first tour 
was semi-war; this was war. But as bad as the first 
week was - and despite the fact that it was mon- 
soon season - no one was killed, and we did not 
have to face the dreaded night weather pick-up. 
Then came the second week. 

Night Vision. The call came late at night on Oct. 2, 
in the middle of a monsoon. Several units of the 
101st Division had suffered numerous casualties 
and were surrounded deep in the mountains to our 
west. All Army aircraft had been grounded. I knew 
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the wounded must have been extremely serious or 
they would not have called us in such conditions. 
As we headed into the blizzard, I employed a 
method I used during my first tour in the moun- 
tainless delta: low and slow, from light to light. 
We ran out of lights, and our searchlight was 
useless in the blinding rain. OK, Lord, what now? 
Why are you doing this to me? Then I had a vision, 
an epiphany really. Thank you, Lord. 

On an earlier routine night mission into the 
valley, as dark figures darted back and forth 
loading the patients, I sat there absentmindedly 
enjoying the bizarre beauty of night on the battle- 
field. The flares drifted lazily down through the 
mountains, illuminating the charming landscape 
in multiple shades of green pierced with deadly but 
strangely beautiful emerald and golden streaks of 
tracer fire. In my reverie I noticed that one of the 
mountains, covered with clouds, was perfectly 
silhouetted by the flares - a stunning sight. That 
vision came back to me, and I knew how to get 
those soldiers out. 

My plan was to fly instruments (IFR) to the pick- 
up site (PZ) and let down using flares. My hope 
was that the flares would silhouette the moun- 
tains, or at least enough area around my bird to 
keep me clear of them. There was an Air Force 
flare ship at 9,000 feet over the fight. I explained to 
him what I wanted to do, and he agreed to help. 
I started down circling under the flares, working to 
position them outside my window. I forgot to tell 
the Air Force to keep a flare lighted at all times. 
I discovered this omission at 1,500 feet in 
3,000-foot mountains when the lights went out. 
There was nothing to do but come to a hover, 
which wasn't difficult in the H model, and do a 
steep instrument takeoff (ITO), clear the moun- 
tains and start over. Eventually we got it right and 
I descended to the side of a mountain, where we 
made our first of several pickups. Once loaded, 
I did a steep ITO clear of the mountains and flew 
on instruments to a hospital. There were more 
wounded, and we went back. 

This trip, we were able to get down more easily 
but could not locate the wounded. They were 
fearful that the enemy would see their signal and 
tried to guide us in by sound. The enemy also 
could hear us, but as we flew blacked out they 
could not see us and were firing wildly all over 
Lthe sky. That turned out to be a good thing. It was 
from the location and fire of enemy quad .51-cali- 
ber guns that we were able to orient ourselves 
and find the friendly patients. But we didn't get 
them all. 



On the third trip, we got caught in a thunder 
cloud - perhaps the most terrifying experience 
I ever had in a helicopter - but we managed to 
get all the patients, despite the bird needing to be 
grounded and checked for structural damage. 
I used three copilots, flew more than nine hours 
the night of Oct. 2 and 3, 1967, and landed 
12 times, finishing around 4 a.m. I am not sure 
how many casualties we carried that night, but 
they were all, as suspected, very serious, and 
many would have died before morning. 

The troops were grateful for our help, and the 
new technique got a bit of media attention - much 
of it ill-informed. One book actually recorded that 
we flew the wounded back low level under the 
stuff. Others called it the first-ever IFR pickup in 
the mountains. Still others said it was blind 
letdown. It was not. I believe that most of the 
pilots killed at night in weather were killed trying 
to fly contact without sufficient visibility. Three 
Dustoff aircraft and 13 crewmen were destroyed in 
similar conditions later in October. This technique 
could have saved them. This technique used IFR 
flight with a VFR (visual, not instrument flight) 
letdown, not a blind one. Never guessing, I always 
ensured that I was clear of the terrain, and I never 
descended one inch blindly. 

What I had done was clearly outside the rules, 
and had I broken the aircraft or hurt someone 
I would have been in serious trouble. As it turned 
out, I was put in for an award, initially a Distin- 
guished Flying Cross that was later upgraded to a 
Distinguished Service Cross when they discovered 
the mission was a first. More important, we could 
now save the night-weather patient. Thank you, 
Lord. But what about zero-zero weather in the 
daytime on the mountains and in the valleys? 
Flares don't work in daylight. 

I solved that problem on a mission for a snake- 
bite victim on a 2,400-foot mountaintop. When 
I saw that the PZ was engulfed with clouds from 
1,400 feet up, I had a serous dialogue with God: 
OK, Lord, now what? Initially I flew straight into 
the stuff and tried to hover up the mountain. 
I knew that if I got disoriented I could simply fall 
off right or left and I would break out in the valley. 
That happened several times. My crew was tense. 
Then the ground troops were screaming that the 
bitten soldier was going into convulsions. I had 
no idea how we were going to get that kid out. On 
what I promised my crew would be our last try, 
I became disoriented. 

We were blown sideways, and I was looking out 
my side window for a place to go in when I discov- 



46 THE AMERICAN LEGION MAGAZINE | AUGUST 2007 



Leather Military Wallets 



Available 
Nowhere Else! 




insides are 
roomy enough 

for all your 
bills and cards! 




WALLET FEATURES: 

• Divided Bill Compartment • Embroidered Military Patch 

• 100% Leather Duofold Wallet • 14 Credit Card Compartments 

• Flip-Up Drivers License Window 




Put Your Pride Where Your Money Is 

For years, wise guys have told us to put our money where our 
mouth is. Here's a much better idea-put your pride where your 
money is. Whether draftees or volunteers, every American who 
has had the privilege to serve feels pride in having been part of 
the world's greatest military force. The National Motor Museum 
Mint is proud to offer these 100% leather duo fold wallets, each 
adorned with an embroidered military patch. These Leather 
Military Wallets, with all the features you would expect in the 
more expensive ones, are great for personal use or as a much- 
appreciated gift. It's time to show your pride— so ACT NOW! 

www.Motormint.com 

For Internet Orders Enter Code LMWA-6001 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — n 

National Motor Museum Mint, Dept. LMWA-6001 i 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 ' 

Please send me the following Military Wallet(s) 

on your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 
□ One 'Military Wallet' only $12.98 each i 
Please indicate style and quantity 

Air Force Army Navy Marines i 

Add $5 p&h no matter how many you order 
CT residents please add 6% sales tax 

Enclosed is $ check or money order. i 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ Mastercard □ Amex □ Disc. 1 

Acct# Exp. ! 

Name 1 

Address i 

City 



_State_ 



_Zip . 



Email Address _ 
Daytime Phone . 



NOT AVAILABLE IN STORES! 

Vintage U.S. Military Vehicles 



1941 Chevrolet® 
Flatbed 



1941 Willys 
Army Jeep 





Special 
Introductory Price \ 
As Low As 



Army Jeep can be 
displayed on the Flatbed 



Here in precision 1:32 scale die-cast are four 
of the military's favorite and most useful 
vehicles. Each one is filled with eye-opening 
details, from the chain on the Flatbed to the 
front winch on the Power Wagon. 

Call TOLL FREE 

1-888-215-6468 

Dept: VMVA-6001, Mon.-Fri. 9am-8pm, Eastern Time 



1920 White 
Army Ambulance 

Hood & Rear Doors Open! 



PRECISION 
BUILT 
DIE-CAST 
REPLICAS 



1946 Dodge 
Marine Power Wagon 

www.Motormint.com 

For Internet Orders Enter Code VMVA-6001 



National Motor Museum Mint, Dept. VMVA-6001 
22 South Smith St., Norwalk, CT 06855-1040 

Please send me the following Military Vehicle (s) on 

your money-back guarantee (less p&h). 

□ One 'Military Vehicle ' only $10 each 

_1941 Chevy Flatbed _1941 Willys Jeep 
1920 Ambulance 1946 Dodge Wagon 

□ SAVE! Complete Set only $29.96 (only $7.49 each) 

ADD $5 P&H NO MATTER HOW MANY YOU ORDER 
(CT residents please add 6% sales tax) 

Enclosed is $ check or money order. 

OR Charge it: □ Visa □ Mastercard □ Amex □ Disc. 

Acct# Exp. 

Name 

Address 

City. 



_State_ 



Email Address _ 
Daytime Phone _ 



_Zip . 




Restored Hueys more about healing than flying 



Located in Peru, Ind., the organization 
is funded by donations, memberships and 
grants. The group also welcomes donations 
of Hueys, parts, tools, Vietnam artifacts, 
restoration supplies and vehicles, as well 
as involvement from experienced 
mechanics, crew and pilots who wish to be 
part of the restoration and history. 
American Huey 369 currently has three 
Vietnam-era Huey helicopters in its 
possession. 

For more information or to visit the 
museum, contact The American Huey 
369 organization. 

John or Alan Walker 

(765)469-2727 

info@americanhuey369.com 
www.americanhuey369.com 




When brothers John and Alan Walker 
set out to create a Huey helicopter 
museum and organization, the initial 
impetus was to get an original Huey up 
and flying. But it's 
turned into much 
more than that. 

"I flew CH-53 
helicopters in the 
Marine Corps (from 
1980-1986), and 
you're always drawn 
to the idea of being 
able to fly your 
aircraft again. But 
you never really 
think it's going to 
be possible because 
of the cost," said John, 50. "But when it 
did become a reality, it became more 
than just flying them for us. We've met 
so many veterans through this, and 
even if we never fly, we feel like we've 
accomplished our goal because of the 
camaraderie we have. Meeting a 
Vietnam War veteran for the first time, 




seeing them talk about their experience 
and seeing the healing that goes with 
it - that's the real joy in what we do." 
The Walkers were to test-fly one of 
the Hueys, American Huey 369, in 
June. The organization's first 
reunion is scheduled for 
Aug. 18-19 in Peru, Ind., where a 
Huey 369 will fly in public for the 
first time since being restored. 

"Anyone who wants to hear 
the sound of its blades and smell 
its gas should be there," John 
said. "This is a tribute to both the 
Huey and the veterans - not just 
Vietnam veterans, but all 
veterans, especially those who 
paid the ultimate price. The Huey 
was a sign of hope for Vietnam veterans. 
It took them into danger, but more 
importantly, it took them out of danger. 

"Flying one of these is going to 
happen. This started with the dream of 
that, but that very quickly became the 
least important part of it." 

- Steve Brooks 



ered that I could see the tip of my rotor blade 
and the top of the trees under it. That wind was 
the breath of God. Another epiphany! I now had 
two reference points and knew I was right side up. 
I then turned that baby sideways, thanked God 
and the powerful H model, hovered up the moun- 
tain, focused on the blade and the tree tops, right 
into the PZ. The troops were delighted, and one 
of them shouted, "God bless you, Double Nickel 
(my radio call sign)." God certainly had blessed 
us, although I was a bit upset that He took so 
long to do it. 

Again, what we had done was outside the rules - 
the R in IFR and VFR is "rules" - but no one 
challenged us, and we now had a solution for day- 
weather missions. What I had learned with the 
snakebite mission was that you can see in zero- 
zero conditions, not far but far enough. All that is 
needed is about 20 feet in a Huey, the distance 
from your window to the tip of the rotor blade. 
But you had to be able to see to the end of your 
rotor disc, and you had to have another reference 
point: a tree, bush or the ground. Nothing must 
ever come between your eyes and the tip of the 
rotor blade. And this mission could not be flown 



nose first; it had to be flown sideways. This was a 
straight VFR pickup, albeit in IFR conditions. 
I cautioned our pilots not to push themselves in 
either night or weather conditions, but to never 
leave a patient in the field under those conditions 
and call me if necessary. 

Blessed Missions. That is what happened on the 
day of the Medal-of-Honor missions, my day off. 
Two Vietnamese soldiers were seriously wounded 
deep in mountainous terrain at an isolated outpost 
appropriately called Lonely Boy. The valley was 
covered with fog about 400 meters deep, and the 
outpost was under attack. Other helicopters made 
seven attempts to get in before they called me. 
I found a mountain clear of the fog, came to a 
hover at about 2,000 feet and started on my 
predetermined path down through the fog toward 
the PZ, which I missed. That may have been a 
good thing, since the selected PZ was clearly 
registered by the enemy mortars. I landed in a 
confined area and loaded the patients. 

On the way to the hospital we heard a lot of 
chatter from LZ West, just to our northwest. It had 
some 70 casualties. Why aren't they being evacu- 
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ated, I wondered. Many had been in the mud all 
night. I was told they could not be evacuated 
because of the fog and enemy action; others had 
tried. I was astonished, since fog and enemy fire 
are almost mutually exclusive. I headed out to 
LZ West, requesting the radio frequency and 
location of the casualties. They would not give it 
to me. I asked to speak with the brigade com- 
mander and landed at LZ West. 

As diplomatically as a major can be with a 
colonel, I explained that we could get them out and 
needed to get on with it. In any event, there was no 
need for them to die without us trying. He said it 
was impossible; they had tried and turned away. 
He spoke to some medics, who must have known 
our capabilities, and then actually asked my copilot 
if I could make it. My copilot explained that we had 
just made a pickup in identical weather and had 
done so before. The colonel warned me that the 
enemy had 12.7mm anti-aircraft guns, which I had 
not encountered before, and that they had already 
shot down two aircraft. He would not lift the 
artillery and asked me to guide four other choppers 
in to expedite the evacuation. 

I had what we needed. The call sign was "Twist- 
er Charlie," and the wounded were near the base 
of LZ West only minutes away. The four choppers 
followed me to the base of the fog and turned 
back. I hovered down the mountain at about 
10 feet and stumbled over a uniformed NVA unit, 
but I was into the fog before they could hit us. 
We found the patients and loaded up. I don't even 
remember begging God for help. 

We did an ITO straight up through the fog. 
We heard that the troops on LZ West directly 
above us broke into cheers when they saw our 
chopper emerge from the fog. The medical officer 
saluted as we landed, which was nice since he 
outranked all of us. We off-loaded our patients for 
back haul to a hospital and went back. Again the 
four choppers tried to follow and again they 
turned back. In all, we made four trips in and 
rescued all the wounded - 54 to 60, depending on 
who counted. The tragedy was that they didn't call 
us the night before. Thereafter, the Hiep Due valley 
became known as Death Valley. 

The other two missions for the Medal of Honor 
action were not unlike many Dustoff pickups. The 
next area was hot, and we were hit on the way in. 
The friendlies would not get off the prone, and we 
could not find the patients. We had to leave and 
check our bird. They agreed to get up and help, 
wnd we went back and got the patients. The 
controls were damaged and we got another bird for 



next pickup in a minefield. Everyone had been 
wounded or killed. A previous Dustoff left the 
area when a mine exploded, killing two more 
troops. I hit the spot where he safely landed, and 
my crew, who were real heroes, literally ran into 
the minefield and started loading the patients. 
Things were going well when, unfortunately, they 
set off a mine. It blew them so high in the air 
I feared they might hit the rotors. Shrapnel ripped 
into the side of our bird, and some of our lights 
turned crimson. Both crew members got up and 
finished loading. I am not sure why they both 
weren't killed outright, but I think it was because 
they were carrying a large soldier on a litter who 
took most of the blast. I think he was already dead; 
one of his legs was bent 180 degrees under his 
body. We headed for the hospital at a low level. 

We got another bird and continued the missions 
on into the night. The Medal of Honor citation 
credited us with 51 patients; we got at least 64. 

The 54th averaged one bird hit every four to 
five days, and 23 Purple Hearts for the 40 men. 
There were a lot of days like Jan. 6. I am sure the 
missions in the fog, the safest of all we flew that 
day, were the impetus for the Medal of Honor, 
although the citation, and other accounts, inaccu- 
rately describes them. We did not descend 
"through heavy fog" or turn sideways "to blow 
away the fog with the back wash" from my rotor 
blades. How do you blow away fog? Where does it 
go? You can see in fog or clouds and fly as long as 
you can see two reference points. Most aviators 
don't believe contact flight in such conditions is 
possible, and it is therefore illegal. Many soldiers 
are alive today because it is possible. 

What was truly remarkable was that the origi- 
nal 54th never left a patient in the field, day or 
night, in any weather - and it carried more than 
21,000 patients in nine months, probably more 
than any like unit ever. No one was killed, and 
we never lost an aircraft at night or in weather. 
God surely blessed this remarkable unit; He 
most certainly showed me the light, despite my 
doubts in the darkness and in the fog. I may have 
been a willing instrument, but He is the Author of 
those two awards that were the result of two 
epiphanies: one for flares and one for fog. And the 
day of the Medal of Honor action was Jan. 6, the 
Feast of the Epiphany. || 

In addition to the Medal of Honor, Ma]. Gen. Brady 
holds the Distinguished Service Cross, two Distin- 
guished Service Medals, two Bronze Stars and the 
Purple Heart, among others. 
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China's test of an anti-satellite weapon 
could fuel a 21st-century space race. 



BY MICHAEL O'HANLON 

China's successful test of an anti-satellite 
weapon Jan. 10, destroying one of its old 
weather satellites orbiting several hundred miles 
above the earth, was a mistake. If China continues 
down a path of weaponizing space, it will become 
a big mistake. But before saying why, it is worth 
acknowledging why a Chinese military planner 
guided by traditional realpolitik considerations 
would have wanted to develop this capability and 
test it. Only by understanding such behavior can 
we hope to convince China not to repeat it. 

First of all, of course, China is a rising power, 
and its planners feel justified in playing that role to 
the hilt. By the U.S. Defense Department's best 
estimates, China already boasts the world's 
second-largest defense budget, adjusting for its 
lower costs and off-budget military items. After 
centuries of subjugation at the hands of the West, 
it is only natural that the Middle Kingdom would 



seek its rightful place in the sun. Just as develop- 
ing nuclear weapons - a far more dangerous 
capability than anti-satellite weapons - seemed the 
PRC's natural right four decades ago, so does the 
development of space weapons today. 

Second, as any Chinese planner would likely 
point out, the United States is hardly in a position 
to complain. For decades, it has resisted proposals 
to create arms-control treaties for space. Like 
Russia, it has tested anti-satellite capability on 
several occasions, albeit not since the 1980s. The 
United States continues to develop missile-defense 
systems that could be easily modified to have 
capacity against objects in space. After all, long- 
range ballistic-missile warheads travel at about 
7 kilometers per second and reach an altitude of 
several hundred kilometers above the earth's 
surface for roughly a quarter of an hour; low- 
orbiting satellites move at about the same altitude, 
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and only a little faster, along predictable trajecto- 
ries for hours and days. If one can shoot down the 
former in space, one can destroy the latter, too. 
This is true for the already-deployed, if imperfect, 
missile-defense system based in California and 
Alaska. It would also be true for U.S. systems in 
development, such as the airborne laser, to say 
nothing of space-based weapons that many 
Americans still favor over the longer term. 

Finally, the United States uses its own various 
satellite constellations for war-fighting purposes. 
Its real-time information networks often rely on 
spotting targets from space. They almost always 
pass information through space from sensor to 
shooter, and they frequently use GPS systems to 
guide bombs to their targets. Gone are the days 
when we could consider space a sanctuary from 
warfare, or a region where only satellites used for 
arms-control verification and early warning of 



missile launches are located. In other words, even 
if space has not yet been weaponized, it certainly 
has been militarized. And this has occurred due 
to the actions of a country that would likely come 
to the defense of China's arch-rival, Taiwan, in the 
event of conflict. 

So, the Chinese anti-satellite test is in many 
ways the natural action of a rising military power 
that must keep a wary eye on U.S. military capa- 
bilities when planning its own. China's test was 
more blatant and aggressive than America's 
ongoing efforts in space but - if one can forgive 
the pun - it hardly occurred in a vacuum. 

All that said, the test is still a strategic miscalcu- 
lation by China. Perhaps it was partially provoked 
by certain U.S. actions. But aside from asking who 
started it, the test risks creating a dynamic that 
would leave all affected countries - including 
China - less secure. 

Some say the test was meant to pressure the 
United States into finally negotiating a treaty 
limiting military actions in space. But this argu- 
ment does not hold water. For one thing, whatever 
America's rhetorical stance, it was China that just 
obliterated not only an old weather sensor but a 
two-decades-old moratorium on such tests. This is 
a strange way to promote arms control. The simple 
fact is that, with the Cold War over, no major 
power has felt a need to pursue anti-satellite 
capabilities until now. And China's action comes 
on top of recent moves to develop laser capabilities 
against U.S. targets in space as well. 

In addition, a ban on weapons in space would 
be generally unverifiable. This is especially true in 
an era of microsatellites weighing 100 kilograms 
or less. Often deployed for exploration, these are 
difficult to detect and can easily be modified to 
carry explosive rather than scientific payloads. 

If any one type of arms control makes sense, it 
is a ban on just the kind of debris-producing test 
that China conducted, rendering unusable a zone 
of low-altitude space by military as well as com- 
mercial satellites. 

None of the above is meant to justify an unfet- 
tered U.S. move now to develop, test and deploy 
anti-satellite capabilities of its own. China does 
not yet have the types of advanced space recon- 
naissance-strike systems that could, for example, 
put U.S. aircraft carriers at risk in a future war in 
the Pacific. Moreover, most U.S. satellites are not 
vulnerable to attack today, nor are they likely to 
be in the years ahead. Thus, the United States does 
not yet need anti-satellite weapons for deterrent 
purposes. And emerging vulnerabilities may often 
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The access issue in 

A recent study conducted by the RAND Corp., on behalf of 
the U.S. Air Force, raises the possibility that China could 
effectively defeat the United States in a future conflict by 
employing anti-access strategies - "actions that would 
impede the deployment of U.S. forces into the combat 
theater, limit the locations from which those forces could 
effectively operate, or force them to operate from locations 
farther from the locus of conflict than they would prefer." 

Among the strategies: 

■ Pressuring American allies to limit or deny the United 
States the use of bases 

■ Striking or jamming information and computer systems 
to delay the deployment of U.S. military forces 

■ Disrupting U.S. logistics systems to prevent timely 
delivery of supplies and/or reinforcements 

■ Attacking air bases and ports to prevent or disrupt the 
deployment of forces and supplies 

■ Attacking aircraft carriers to limit America's reach 

"The net result of these strategies is that China could 
actually defeat the United States in a conflict - not in the 
traditional sense of destroying the U.S. military but in the 
sense of China accomplishing its military and political 
objectives while preventing America from achieving some 
or all of its objectives," writes Roger Cliff, lead author of the 
study. Cliff and other authors conclude that "the potential 
Chinese threat to U.S. facilities in the western Pacific is real 
and growing." 

None of this should come as a surprise to Americans. The 
Pentagon was raising similar warnings as far back as 2000, 
when it argued that the PRC was developing assets and 
positioning them near Taiwan in such a way as "to achieve a 
military solution before outside powers intervene militarily." 

The RAND researchers urge Washington to counter the 
PRC's asymmetric anti-access strategies by: 

■ Strengthening passive defenses at air bases in the region, 
including strengthening runways, hardening aircraft 
hangars and switching to underground fuel tanks 

■ Deploying air and missile defense systems near critical 
facilities 

■ Enhancing coordination between U.S. and local security, 
forces, who would serve as a first line of defense against 
Chinese covert operations 

■ Diversifying basing options for U.S. warplanes 

■ Permanently deploying a second carrier in the region 

■ Reducing the vulnerability of command, control, 
communications, computer, intelligence, surveillance, 
and reconnaissance systems 

■ Taking steps both to deter and to mitigate the potential 
effects of high-altitude nuclear detonations 

Source: www.rand.org 

- Alan W. Dowd 



be handled through relatively simple defensive 
measures, as well as through deployment of 
redundant systems, rather than an all-out space 
weapons competition. Finally, while the Chinese 
anti-satellite test does put lower-altitude reconnais- 
sance systems in greater jeopardy, it does not 
threaten higher-altitude communications and 
targeting satellites. 

By racing to develop its own space weapons, the 
United States would face two unfortunate conse- 
quences. Militarily, it would legitimate a faster 
space-arms race than is otherwise likely, which 
can only hurt a country that nearly monopolizes 
military space activities today. Second, given the 
rather romantic view of space held by peoples 
around the world, a race would reinforce the 
current image of a unilateralist America that is 
impervious to the stated will of other countries - 
as reflected in the huge majority votes at the 
United Nations in favor of negotiating bans on 
space weaponry. 

China's actions risk strengthening the political 
forces in the United States that would move 
quickly toward space weaponization. Such advo- 
cates have not been consistently vocal since the 
Reagan years, but they are still around. The 
willingness of Congress to rein in those who would 
accelerate U.S. space weaponry development could 
dissolve in the face of more Chinese tests. 

The most likely result would then be a faster 
competition in developing space weapons, which 
would introduce more tension and more risk into 
the U.S. -China relationship - not to mention the 
Japan-China relationship. 

In destroying its old satellite, China did not 
really act out of the ordinary, considering what 
great powers typically do in this sort of situation. 
Nor did it act particularly belligerent. It simply 
allowed bureaucratic forces within its own govern- 
ment that favor realpolitik, military competition 
and confrontation to carry the day in developing a 
new type of weapons capability. If countered 
quickly, and avoided in the future, this is not 
necessarily a huge danger. 

However, if the world community is willing to 
harshly criticize the United States for poorly 
planning an overthrow of one of the late 20th 
century's worst dictators, it is only fair that we are 
consistent and criticize China when it carries out a 
form of oldthink that, in this day and age, the 
great powers can no longer afford. || 

Michael O'Hanlon is a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution. 
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"Don 7 sweat it. My Oreck XL Ultra does all the work . . - — - ^ 

so you don J have to" _ 

David Oreck, Founder. ^^^^^ 



Hard on d i it. 



Easy 

Presenting the amazing, super- 
lightweight Oreck XII Ultra! 

Tired of dragging your unwieldy, heavy clunker of a 
vacuum cleaner out of the closet, and lugging it 
up and down stairs and around the house? Fed 
up with the stress and strain on your back, 



arm and wrist. Make housework easy 
and effortless with the Oreck XL Ultra! 

It weighs only a fraction of most other 
vacuums — you can pick the XL Ultra 
up with one finger — and ifs so 
incredibly easy to push and pull that 
you'll clean much better, in much less time. 

With an astounding brush speed of 6,500 RPM, 
it will easily pick up dirt, dust, and pet hair 
embedded deep in your carpets, as well as 
sand off tile, marble, hardwood and linoleum. 
And the hypo-allergenic 8-filter system traps 
99.9% of allergens down to 0.3 microns 
including bacteria, pollen, mold spores, 
dust mites, and pet dander. 

The XL Ultra comes with an unheard of 
1 0-year guarantee and 1 0 free annual 
tune-ups. 

Look, vacuuming is never going to be a 
joy, but using the Oreck XL Ultra is so 
easy ifs as close to fun as it will ever get. 
Find out by trying it risk-free for 30 days. 
Without any obligation to keep it. Now, 
how easy is that? 



NO 
INTEREST 

FOR ONE P 
YEAR! 



©2007 Oreck Direct, LLC. 100 Plantation Road, New Orleans, LA 70123. 




you. 



ORDER NOW AND GET: 

Free $130 Cordless Iron! 

Ifs yours free, just for trying. Just 
mail in the voucher enclosed with 
the vacuum, to 
receive your 
cordless Oreck 
Speed Iron® 




Free $199 Housekeeper 
Compact Canister 

For everything above the floor, 
my Oreck 5-pound Canister is 
yours, free with 
purchase. 



Plus Free Shipping! 

(A $29.95 Savings.) 
CALL NOW: 

1-800-503-6038 

Ext. DK363 

CLICK NOW: 

oreck.com/aug 

PBZ8R 



*Purchase Price Same as Cash offer on approved Oreck PowerCard purchases. No down payment required, no finance charges if purchase paid in fuii in 12 months. If purchase not paid in fuii 
in 12 months or Account not kept current, Finance Charges assessed from purchase date and Minimum Monthly Payments required. Standard Rate 19.8% APR. Default Rate 23.8% APR. Minimum 
Finance Charge $2. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotional purchase if you make more than one purchase on your Oreck PowerCard. Call 
1-888-367-43 10 or review your cardholder agreement for information. 



Part of something bigger 

RecruitMilitary, LLC, takes a veteran-to-veteran approach on career placement. 

BY JEFF STOFFER 



Drew Myers is strangely calm. Less than 
25 hours separate him from the choreographed 
chaos of another veterans career fair, and this 
time, for the first time, it's on his company's home 
turf, at Paul Brown Stadium in Cincinnati. "We've 
got it down," the president and founder of Recruit- 
Military, LLC, says from behind a conference table 
in the company's suburban Loveland, Ohio, 
headquarters. "I couldn't be more confident." 

As of the hour, 804 job seekers are pre-registered 
to market themselves face-to-face with no fewer 
than 47 veteran-friendly companies looking to 
hire. The booth count could break 50 by day's end. 
With walk-ins and late registrants, employers can 
expect to see up to 1,000 job-hunting veterans and 
their spouses during the four-hour event. 
Karen Galvin, director of resource development 



for RecruitMilitary, enters the conference room 
and delivers a news-coverage update. A local radio 
station is promoting the career fair every hour. The 
Cincinnati Inquirer had a story. Three TV news 
crews plan to cover it. 

Myers is pleasantly unsurprised. "Media cover- 
age has been incredible," the former Marine 
captain says of the 24 career fairs the company has 
produced leading up to Cincinnati. "It's like they 
see what we do as a way to extend their war 
coverage. When veterans come home looking for 
jobs, that's news." 

"There's a lot of support everywhere around the 
country," Galvin adds. "People want to do some- 
thing on the home front, something that really 
helps veterans." She recites from memory what one 
veteran told a TV news reporter during a Recruit- 
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Former Marine Corps recruiters Drew Myers, left, and Larry Slagel of 
RecruitMilitary have helped guide a revolution in veteran employment services. 
The company's career-fair schedule is set to more than double in 2008. m stoffer 

Military career fair in Baltimore: "No parade, but 
this is better - getting a job." 

RecruitMilitary, LLC, was founded in 1998 as a 

veteran-placement division of Carew International, 
a sales-consulting firm. Myers ran it out of his 
attic. Less than two years later, he bought it 
outright. "It started from scratch, prior to comput- 
ers, prior to databases - boot-strapping, if you 
will," says Larry Slagel, executive vice president 
and former Carew employee. "We had to unplug 
the phone to plug in the fax." 

The company's initial thrust was to market 
veteran job candidates to civilian employers, 
primarily in sales. That was a sales job, in and of 
itself. "It's a more natural fit than you might 
think," says Slagel who, like Myers, is a former 
Marine Corps captain and campus recruiter. 
"A wise mentor of mine in the Marine Corps told 
me, when I was a tank commander and before 
I became a recruiter, that I'd been trained in sales 
every day. You have to sell your troops on the 
mission. Your success depends on their buy-in. 

You also have to learn how to sell ideas 

up the chain of command. Years later, 
I still do it." 

The company was profitable within 
its first year. Its market broadened 
greatly in 2002 after the purchase of 
Militaryheadhunter.com with its data- 
base of about 30,000 veterans. Instantly, 
the company was finding jobs for 
veterans seeking all lines of work. "We 
found a solution for the corporals and 
the generals and the staff sergeants," 
Myers says. "We wanted to have some- 
thing for everyone." The 42-employee 
company's database now brims with 
more than 160,000 job candidates. 

RecruitMilitary also publishes Incom- 
ing!, a periodical that advertises job 
opportunities around the country, 
markets the company's placement services and 
includes veteran career advice. Circulation is 
53,000, including presence at 232 military installa- 
tions where it is used in transition programs. 

Nothing in the company's nine-year history, 
however, compares to the meteoric rise of its job- 
fair division. The first event was in February 2006 
in Jacksonville, Fla., after the President's National 



Hire Veterans Committee asked RecruitMilitary 
put it together with only six weeks of notice. 
The company produced 11 others in 2006 before 
unveiling an ambitious 2007 schedule of 45 career 
fairs coast-to-coast at such high-profile venues as 
Lowe's Motor Speedway in Charlotte, N.C., Cam- 
den Yards in Baltimore and the San Diego Air & 
Space Museum in Balboa Park. 

"Next year," Myers says, "we're going to go to 
triple digits." 

"I believe we are doing this right," Slagel adds. 
"We do it with veterans' interests in our hearts." 

It is a company that practices its preachings. 
Each full-time staff member at RecruitMilitary, 
LLC, once served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 

"Recruiting is sales," says Joe Vroman, a retired 
Army first sergeant and MP who was deployed in 
Desert Storm, Somalia and Operation Iraqi Free- 
dom between 1982 and 2004. "If you believe in 
what you are selling, you can sell anything. Our 
goal is to find a good match. We want the right 
guy with the right qualifications in the right 
culture. We want the guy to be happy in his work. 
It's a relationship." 

The relationship usually succeeds, he says, 
because RecruitMilitary staffers know what it's 
like to have worn the uni- 
form. "As a first sergeant, 
I helped soldiers and worked 
with them every day. That's 
what I did. That's what I do 
now. And when I run into a 
veteran who retired after 
20 years in the military, who 
is now trying to find a job, 
I really understand what they 
are going through." 

Vroman stood at the same 
crossroads three years ago, 
conflicted between using his 
GI Bill benefits and pursuing 
a college degree or going 
straight to work. "When I 
accepted this job, I accepted 
it because of the concept. 
They're going to pay me to help veterans? What 
better position? It's a passion job." 

It's easy to be honest with job seekers, he says, 
veteran to veteran. "Sometimes job candidates will 
call, lost, and don't know what to put on a re- 
sume ... I've literally taken the time to bang one 
out for them. If they are newly discharged or 
recently retired, they lack experience in the 



RECRUITMILITARY, LLC 

A national veteran career- 
placement company based 
in Ohio, RecruitMilitary 
provides booth space and 
other benefits to The 
American Legion at job fairs 
across the country, through a 
formal agreement signed 
last winter. American Legion 
departments and posts use 
the opportunity to share 
information with veterans, 
many newly discharged, on 
programs and membership 
opportunities. 

www. recruitmilitary. com 
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process - how to dress, what to put in a resume, 
how to interview, how to follow up. We're not just 
recruiters. We're career coaches." 

West Point graduate Mike Francomb, senior vice 
president of the company, was an officer in the 
24th Infantry Division during Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. He left the Army in 1996 to pursue 
a family real-estate venture in Florida, and al- 
though he loved the entrepreneurial life, he says, 
"I missed the military greatly. I thought, 'Wouldn't 
it be great to get reconnected?' Duty, honor, 
country - they really mean something. I thought 
this - RecruitMilitary - would be a great way to 
still serve the country." 

He's been there for nine years, now managing 
sales staffs in 12 different cities. The past year, 
he says, stands apart. "Our op-tempo has risen 
dramatically," he says. "There's a real synergy. 
The career fairs, I believe, make an impact. They 
open people's eyes. We're doing good things." 

Nineteen hours to go. National account executive 
Matt Luther is anything but stressed, even though 
he sold about half the employer booth spaces at 
Paul Brown Stadium. "It's show time tomorrow," 
he says. "There will be a lot of veterans there 
who I know. A lot of National Guard and reserve. 
A nice mix." 

Luther spent nine years on active duty and six in 
the Ohio Army National Guard, where he still 
serves as a Black Hawk helicopter instructor. "I 
took a year off between active duty and the Guard. 
Then 9/11 happened. I joined back up because I 
missed the people, and I missed the mission. I 
really believe service to country is important." 

He also really believes the military experience 
sculpts a better employee, and he tells potential 
employers that he can prove it. "If a company has 
never taken a look at itself to see who its veteran 
employees are, it can be a tough sell. Ninety 
percent of the companies I work with know their 
best employees are veterans. A lot of companies 
are looking for work ethic. They want people to 
show up on time, who want to work hard and 
want to be part of something bigger. Veterans 
show up on time and give 110 percent." 

Steve Butland, 29, is a good example. He was a 
door gunner in al Asad, Iraq. Now he is the office 
manager and information-technology wiz at 
RecruitMilitary. "If it's not sales, I do it," he says. 
Butland spent eight years in the Marine Corps, 
working mainly in database administration and 
logistics. When he got out, he was an unemployed 
husband and father of two. "Iraq was nothing," he 



says. "Getting out was petrifying. It was like 
jumping out of an airplane and not knowing if 
your parachute is going to open. Nobody was going 
to beat down my door to be a door gunner. This 
place was my parachute." 

Eighteen hours. Butland tries to find spaces for 
last-minute booths. "It's actually getting to the 
point where we're going to run out of room," he 
says, writing two more company names onto 
sticky notes and attaching them to his computer. 

"We are what we sell," says Alex Harnish, 
a national account executive who has either been 
in the Marine Corps or Marine Corps Reserve 
since 1998, with two combat deployments to Iraq 
under his belt. "And we follow up. It's in our best 
interest, as veterans, to keep up with the veterans 
we place. We call them back. Did they get the 
raise? Are they in line for a promotion? Was it 
what they expected?" 

Seventeen hours. Harnish is wrapping up for the 
day. He says he is looking forward to putting faces 
with names from national companies he's signed 
up to the Cincinnati career fair. He is certain they 
will be pleased with the results. 

It's an overcast morning in Cincinnati, one hour 
to go, and portfolio-packing veterans in business 
suits and spit-shined shoes swirl nervously at the 
bottom of an escalator leading up to the East Club 
Lounge inside Paul Brown Stadium. Employers 
spruce up their booths, stretching vinyl banners 
and arranging company brochures across folding 
tables. Myers, Slagel, Luther, Harnish, Vroman and 
Galvin roam the spacious corridor, talking with 
vendors and coordinating with media. 

Butland locates 20 boxes vendors shipped to the 
stadium but left in the wrong place. "Got that all 
buffed out," the logistics-trained Iraq war veteran 
proudly says, leaning over a railing, watching the 
foyer fill up. 

Five minutes to go, and everything is set, he 
says. "Time to open the flood gates." 

The clock strikes 11. The escalator whirs into 
action, and up they come, male and female alike, 
every age group, ethnicity and military back- 
ground, each one hopeful that within minutes, 
they will meet someone who will change the rest 
of their lives. Slagel welcomes them at the top and 
directs them toward all the possibilities. 

"We really believe in what we do," Myers tells a 
reporter nearby, "because we are veterans, too." || 

Jeff Stoffer is managing editor of The American 
Legion Magazine. 
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NOTICE OF U.S. MINT RELEASE 



PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT: 



SOD 7 



The U.S. Mint® has announced 
the release of the third Presidential 
Golden Dollar for 2007. To insure 
equal nationwide coverage, you can 
receive an uncirculated Thomas 
Jefferson Presidential Golden Dollar 
FREE from the private United States 
Commemorative Gallery. 

These valued-condition coins 
have never entered the hands of the 
American public and have never 
circulated in pocket change. In fact, 
with this condition, the coins' luster 
produced by the U.S. Mint remains, 
making these treasures even more 
extraordinary and allowing them to 
stand out far above the rest. 

It has been said that this new coin 
program will be much more popular 
than the Statehood Quarter Dollar 
Program™. 

And since the current market 
price of Uncirculated State Quarters 
has dramatically increased in value 
up to 800%, we are strongly 
recommending that those Americans 
who want these Presidential Golden 
Dollars respond to this bulletin no 
later than next Tuesday. 

You cannot find these dollars in 
your change. That is why this FREE 
distribution is being made to the 



General Public. 

"It is amazing how quickly 
everyone is getting excited about the 
new Presidential Dollars. Unlike the 
State Quarters, where you might 
only be interested in a few of your 
favorite states, everyone has interest 
in our American Presidents. It spans 
all State borders and all ages," said 
Michael J. Bradshaw, U.S. Director 
of the private United States 
Commemorative Gallery. 

You do not have to pay for the 
FREE Uncirculated Dollar. With 
participation in this special release 
program you will receive the 
brilliant Uncirculated Jefferson 
Golden Dollar FREE in exchange 
for three Loose First Class Stamps 
to cover the Special Gallery Display 
Case and return shipment to you. 

Release is now authorized: 
Simply return the Authorized 
Delivery Release form. All requests 
must be postmarked by next 
Tuesday or you will forfeit your 
FREE Jefferson Golden Dollar. To 
ensure equal distribution of the 
FREE Jefferson Golden Dollar in 
your area, only one FREE Dollar per 
household. Sorry, no exceptions 
will be granted. ■ 



CURRENT UNCIRCULATED MARKET VALUE AS OF: 



Delaware State Quarter 

Value Increase +400% 



Tennessee State Quarter 

Value Increase +800% 



6-5-07 8:57 AM 



George Washington 
Golden Dollar 

Value Increase +2963 



John Adams 
Golden Dollar 

Value Increase +3003 



This notice has been prepared by, and 
your dollar will be shipped from: 



UNITED STATES COMMEMORATIVE GALLERY 

A PRIVATE GALLERY NOT AFFILIATED WITH THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT OR ANY GOVERNMENT ENTITY. 



DMA 0 

Member 



FREE RELEASE TO CONSIST OF: 



1.) 2 007 UNCIRCULATED THOMAS JEFFERSON 
GOLDEN DOLLAR 





Coin images courtesy of U.S. Mint* 
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AUTHORIZED DELIVERY RELEASE 



RETURN THIS FORM 



1. NOTIFICATION OF DELIVERY: FREE U.S. COIN 

You will receive the new Presidential Golden Dollar in 
brilliant uncirculated condition, protected in our 
Official United States Commemorative Gallery Display- 
Case. This will guarantee that you will be among the 
very first to get the Jefferson Golden Dollar in uncir- 
culated condition. 



2. DO NOT SEND MONEY: The United States Commemorative Gallery will 
only accept postage stamps. Enclose Only Three Loose First 
Class Stamps inside the envelope you use to return this FREE Coin 
Form. Please, no dealers to ensure one free coin per household. 



3. ENCLOSE THE NUMBER OF LOOSE FIRST CLASS STAMPS 
INDICATED BELOW WITH THIS FORM: 




4. WRITE IN NAME & ADDRESS BELOW. 

Your package will be delivered upon receipt. 



|~~FR 



FREE Claim for: 

First Name 

Last Name 

Street 

City 

State 



.Zip_ 



5. INCLUDE 3 LOOSE POSTAGE STAMPS WITH THIS FORM 
IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: 



U.S. COMMEMORATIVE GALLERY 
FREE COIN, DEPT. PWD799 
NATIONAL PROCESSING CENTER 
7800 WHIPPLE AVE. NW 
CANTON, OH 44767-0002 



©2007 USCG™ S-7569 OF17826R-1 



[VERBATIM] 

"When President Clinton was in power, 
I didn't say Bosnia was President 
Clinton's war. Presidents don't lose wars. 
Political parties don't lose wars. 
Nations lose wars." 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 

responding to opponent Hillary Clinton's 
claim that Iraq is President Bush's war 

"The American Legion's official position is 
simple: enforcement enforcement and 
enforcement." 

American Legion National Commander Paul 
A. Morin, in a June statement while immigration 
reform legislation was debated in Congress 

"People would obviously relish coming 
to the Republic of Vermont, the 
Switzerland of North America." 

University of Vermont Professor Frank Bryan, 

part of a movement there supporting secession 

"Of course I am an absolute, pure 
democrat ...The thing is that I am the 
only one... there just aren't 
any others in the world." 

Russian President Vladimir Putin 

"He says the world is prettier now." 

Gertruda Grzebaska of Poland, 

on her husband Jan's observations of life 
after waking from a 19-year coma to find the 
Communist Party no longer in power 

"Our country is engaged in a war. I felt 
it was my responsibility as a leader in 
the Army to continue." 

Maj. David Rozelle, a 34-year-old 
amputee from Austin, Texas, who returned to 
Iraq after losing his right foot to a land mine 

"Sen. McCain required a flack jacket, 
10 armored Humvees, two Apache attack 
helicopters and 100 soldiers with rifles ... 
to stroll through a market in Baghdad 
just a few weeks ago." 

Sen. Barack Obama, D— III., in a statement after 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., attacked 
his opposition to war-funding 

"By the way, Sen. Obama, it's a 'flak' 
jacket, not a 'flack' jacket." 

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., 

on Sen. Obama's statement that McCain's trip to Iraq 
showed that the war is not working 

"Goodbye, America. You are not the 
country that I love, and I finally realized 
no matter how much I sacrifice, I can't 
make you be that country unless you 
want it. It's up to you now." 
Cindy Sheehan, declaring in her online diary that 
she is walking away from the peace movement 
she founded in 2005 



2007 AMERICAN LEGION BASEBALL WORLD SERIES 

Aug. 24-28 • Bill Doenges Memorial Stadium • Bartlesville, Okla. 

For ticket information, driving directions, hotel accommodations and 
information about Bartlesville and series plans, visit www.alws2007.org. 




Combat-wounded Marine follows 
his dream to play pro baseball. 

BY RICHARD DAIGLE 

Dreams of playing pro baseball run 
deep in the hearts of many young 
boys. Cooper Brannan of Gilbert, 
Ariz., like many kids, had such 
dreams, and the talent to turn them 
into reality. 

Immediately following the terror- 
ist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, Bran- 
nan's reality changed, as it did for 
most of America. He put baseball 
on hold to join the U.S. Marines 
in the war on terrorism. As he 
served in the combat zones of 
Iraq, his dream of pro ball still 
flickered. He asked his parents to 
mail a ball and glove so he could 
throw with his fellow Marines. 

One November day in 2005, Cpl. 
Brannan noticed that one of his men 
was missing a flash grenade, so 
he offered one of his 
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own. As he passed 
it over, it went off. 
Three fingers and his thumb 
were severed. Doctors saved all 
but his little finger. The idea of 
playing pro baseball suddenly 
slipped to the back of his mind. 
Amazingly, after several surgeries, a 
long rehabilitation and a break in 
getting a pro tryout, Brannan's hand 
- though not quite the same - was 
repaired and his dream revived. 
Last spring, still on active duty, he 
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For regional tournament information, pairings, scores 
and information about the American Legion Baseball 
postseason, visit www.baseball.legion.org. 



was signed by the San Diego Padres 
organization. Padres CEO Sandy 
Alderson, a Vietnam War combat 
veteran, had heard about the young 
pitcher's high-school success and 
gave the right-hander a tryout. He 
was good enough to sign. 

"My biggest goal right now is base- 
ball," Brannan, 22, said during 
spring training. "It's been a dream of 
mine since I was kid. I didn't know it 
was going to happen like this, but I 
got the opportunity. I think God 
works in mysterious ways." 

The pressure Brannan feels on the 
mound in a tight game is nothing 
compared to what he's already faced 
in Iraq. "I've been through so much 
and overcome so many different 
obstacles. This is another obstacle I 
need to overcome to get to where I 
want to be, and ultimately that's the 
big leagues." 
Brannan's wife, Lindsay, said she 
would miss her husband when he 
[\ is on the road playing minor- 
league ball, but that's nothing 
compared to the strain she felt 
when he was in combat. 
"She won't have to worry 
that I won't come home 
alive," Brannan said. "I lost 
a lot of good friends, but I 
know they're looking 
down and smiling at me. 
We joined the infantry, 
and we knew there was 
a possibility that we 
wouldn't make it 
back." 

The media 
flocked to him at 
2007 spring 
training in 
Arizona. 
President Bush 
sent a 



personal letter thanking him for his 
military service and cheering his 
baseball success. When Brannan 
saw a Padres jersey with his name 
on it, he broke down in tears. Later 
that day, he met star pitchers Greg 
Maddux and Trevor Hoffman. "You 
get all that in one day, and you 
don't know what to do," he said. 
"Everyone here has opened their 
arms to me. I couldn't have asked 
for a better bunch of guys. They 
don't treat me any different than 
any other guy." 

"Someone like him, who puts his 
life on the line so we can live in a 
free country, is an amazing person," 
says Brannan's friend Brandon 
Higelin, a pitcher from Glendale, 
Calif., who worked out with Bran- 
nan prior to spring training. 

Higelin said he is especially 
impressed that Brannan is able to 
juggle the responsibilities of being a 
veteran, husband, father, baseball 
player and media celebrity. "Being 
able to do all that at such a young 
age is remarkable. He has a lot on 
his plate, and he is working hard." 

"It puts a lot of things in perspec- 
tive for me and for our staff to know 
what he's been through," says 
Warren Miller, Padres' director of 
media relations. 

"I define myself as an honest 
hard-working man who's been given 
this wonderful opportunity, and I'm 
going to hit the ground running 
with it," Brannan said. "The Marine 
Corps gave me the discipline to do 
things without having to be told, to 
do things when people aren't even 
looking. The Marine Corps has 
given me what I am today, and I'm 
very thankful for that." 

Richard Daigle is a freelance writer. 
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Catcher scoops 
up national 
award 

A community-minded 
catcher who 
played three 
years for Post 79 
in Weymouth, 
Mass., was 
recently named 
the 2006 George 
W. Rulon 
American 
Legion Baseball 
Player of the Year. Joseph M. 
Walsh of East Weymouth, 
Mass., was honored prior to 
the annual Hall of Fame 
baseball game on Doubleday 
Field in Cooperstown, N.Y., on 
May 21 and is the first player 
ever from his state to win the 
honor. The award came with a 
$1,000 scholarship from The 
American Legion and a $3,000 
leadership award from 
Stokely Van Camp, the maker 
of Gatorade. 

Now a student at Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, where 
he is majoring in chemistry 
and plays for the college 
baseball team, Walsh finished 
high school with a 3.54 grade- 
point average. He is also an 
Eagle Scout and has 
participated in several 
National Honor Society 
projects, including raising 
money for Hurricane Katrina 
victims and UNICEF. He also 
has volunteered at a youth 
baseball clinic in Weymouth 
to help youth baseball players 
improve their skills. 

The Player of the Year 
Award has been presented 
since 1949 and is named for 
George W. Rulon, 25-year 
former national program 
coordinator of American 
Legion Baseball. The award is 
based on integrity, mental 
attitude, leadership, 
citizenship, sportsmanship 
and good conduct. 
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[NATIONAL CONVENTION] 



RENO 

NEVADA 



ANNUAL 




NATIONAL 
CONVENTION 



AIRLINE DISCOUNTS 

The following airlines 
offer airfare discounts to 
and from convention for 
members of The American 
Legion, Aug. 19 to Sept. 2. 

Northwest Airlines 

(800) 328-1111 

File number NMBLJ 

American Airlines 

(800) 433-1790 
Index number 19275 

United Airlines 

(800) 521-4041 

Tour code number 564HT 

FUTURE CONVENTIONS 

Phoenix 

Aug. 22-28, 2008 

Louisville, Ky. 

Aug. 21- 27, 2009 

Milwaukee 

Aug.27-Sept. 2, 2010 

Minneapolis 

Aug. 26-Sept. 1,2011 

Indianapolis 

Aug. 24 -30, 2012 



Reno welcomes 
The American Legion 
for 89th National 
Convention 



Veterans from across the 
country and around the world, 
with their families, will gather 
in the high-desert city of Reno, 
Nev., Aug. 24-30 for the 89th 
National Convention of The 
American Legion. The Reno- 
Sparks Convention Center and 
the Grand Sierra Hotel will be 
the venues for most conven- 
tion activities. 

The national convention is 
the governing body for The 
American Legion, with its 
55 departments and more than 
2.6 million members. More than 
10,000 members are expected to attend the 
gathering, where commissions will conduct 
their official meetings, resolutions will be 
adopted, and a new national commander 
elected. Other activities include color guard and 
band competitions, a parade, exhibits by 
vendors, dinners, meetings and reunions. 

An off-Broadway performance by "Forever 
Plaid" will provide entertainment during a 
banquet honoring National Commander Paul A. 
Morin at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 28. Tickets for the 
event are $45. 

Reno - the "biggest little city in the world" - 
offers dozens of scenic attractions as well. Float 
trips down Truckee River, horseback riding and 
a gondola ride over Lake Tahoe are scheduled 
events during the convention. 

For American Legion tour descriptions and 
sign-up forms, go to www.legion.org and click 
on "Programs" and "National Convention." 
Forms must be mailed or faxed by Aug. 6. 




'IT'S WHO WE ARE' 

Country music star Michael Peterson's DVD collaboration with The 
American Legion - featuring the song "It's Who We Are," a tribute to 
The American Legion - is scheduled for release at the 89th National 
Convention in Reno, Nev. Proceeds from sales of the DVD will be 
donated to the American Legacy Scholarship Fund, which provides 
college education money for the children of U.S. military personnel 
killed in action since the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
www.michaelpetersonmusic.com 
www.legion.org 




Air Force Staff Sgt. Shelby Orelup, 
by Kaziah Hancock 




U.S. ArmySpc. Jessiah David 
Jameson, bylayne Brady 




\ - 

U.S. Army Sgt. Robin Vincent Fell, 
by Clancy DeVries 

PROJECT COMPASSION 

Tax-deductible contributions 
may be made at any Wells Fargo 
office or sent directly to: 
Project Compassion Soldier Fund 
P.O. Box 153 
Month UT 84642 

Those who donate more than $50 
will receive two 11x14 high-quality 
prints suitable for framing, 
signed by artist Kaziah Hancock. 
www.heropaintings.com 
www.kaziahthegoatwoman.com 
(209) 966-3535 
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[GALLERY] 

A COLLECTION OF COURAGE 

Utah artist Kaziah 
Hancock was a painter 
of goat-filled pastures 
and portraits of the 
unsung working class. 

Then came the day in March 
2003 when she heard family and 
friends of Army Chief Warrant 
Officer John D. Smith of Utah 
sharing their memories on a 
radio program. Smith had been 
killed when his Black Hawk 
helicopter crashed in the Kuwait 
desert. Hancock was so moved 
by the stories of Smith's loved 
ones that she contacted his widow to offer a 
gesture of gratitude for his sacrifice. Hancock 
painted, framed and shipped, free of charge, a 
gallery-quality portrait of the fallen soldier. Upon 
completion of Smith's portrait, Hancock decided 
she should honor in similar fashion anyone who 
had sacrificed since 9/11. Thus, she became - and 
has been since - a painter of heroes. 

When she began painting the memorial por- 
traits, fewer than 100 servicemembers had been 
killed in the war. As more made the ultimate 
sacrifice, more requests poured in from their 
families. In May 2004, an article in The American 
Legion Magazine prompted 18 more requests. 
Hancock put all other projects aside and worked 
full-time on the memorial portraits. With her 
career on hold, her bank account dwindled. She 
found herself praying for help. "Then," she said, 
"I just kept painting." 

Help did arrive. Hancock joined forces with 
political cartoonist Marie Woolf to form Project 
Compassion, a nonprofit organization that 
informs next of kin of the program, coordinates 
requests for portraits and manages donations. 

As word of the project continued to spread, 
more artists offered their talents. "I read about 
Kaziah in an issue of The American Legion 
Magazine/' said Korean War Navy veteran Clancy 
DeVries, who was one of the first to join her 
effort. "I called her and told her I would like to try 
some portraits. She said she had six artists who 



U.S. Army Lance Cpl. Kane M. Funke, by artist Ann Marie Oborn 

(said they) wanted to participate, and she had not 
heard from anyone. I told her she would hear from 
me. She said it was hard and that I would have to 
look up the families and call them." 

DeVries acknowledged that getting in contact 
with the families was initially one of the most 
difficult parts of the project. Then, in May 2005, 
the Department of Defense endorsed Project 
Compassion, providing names of the fallen, as 
well as allowing the organization to include 
information about the memorial paintings in 
casualty kits given to the next of kin. 

Other artists who joined the memorial effort 
include Ann Marie Oborn, JoAnn Musser, Lane 
Brady and, most recently, Pulitzer-prize winning 
Miami Herald political cartoonist Jim Morin. All 
artists volunteer their time and talent, and charge 
only for the cost of their materials. In late Febru- 
ary, they, along with Hancock, reached another 
milestone when they shipped the 500th portrait 
to a grieving family. 

The Project Compassion Web site has a sam- 
pling of responses from families that have 
received portraits. One family member wrote, 
"Thank you' seems so simple in contrast to what 
you have done for our hearts. When I look at his 
portrait, I hear his laugh. What you are doing for 
the families reminds us that our husbands, sons, 
brothers and fathers are truly heroes! Your 
kindness will not be forgotten." 

- Holly K. Soria 
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[LIVING WELL] 



Alzheimer's 
disease 
and diabetes 

Researchers find connections. 

BY DR. JOEL KUPERSMITH 



Though they don't yet fully understand it, 
scientists are seeing growing evidence of a 
strong connection between diabetes and 
Alzheimer's disease, two of the greatest health 
issues in our nation. This emerging link be- 
tween the two diseases is cause for both con- 
cern and optimism. 

The worrisome news is that diabetes appears 
to raise the risk of Alzheimer's disease. Since 
the prevalence of type-2 diabetes - the most 
common form of the disease - has risen dra- 
matically in recent years, this may bode an 
alarming increase in Alzheimer's cases. Diabe- 
tes is estimated to affect about 20 million 
Americans, and Alzheimer's about 5 million. In 
terms of VA care, over a quarter of VA patients 
have diabetes. And as it is, VA expects to be 
caring for nearly 200,000 veterans with Al- 
zheimer's and related dementias by 2015. 

The good news is that scientists hope some of 
the same treatments and preventive strategies 
that have worked for diabetes may work against 
Alzheimer's. Existing therapies improve symp- 
toms only modestly and do little to halt the 
progression of this mind-robbing disease. VA 
investigators are among those pursuing this 
promising line of research. 

A Pattern. On the face of it, there would appear 
to be no particular relationship, but several eye- 
opening studies have suggested otherwise: 

■ The ongoing Rotterdam Study, in which 
researchers are tracking the health of thousands 
of seniors, has shown that having diabetes 
almost doubles the risk of dementia. 

■ A nine-year Swedish study found that 
elderly patients with borderline diabetes were 
nearly 70 percent more likely to develop 
Alzheimer's disease or other types of dementia. 

■ Scientists with Kaiser Permanente tracked 




nearly 23,000 older patients with diabetes more 
than eight years and found that patients with 
the poorest blood-sugar control are the most 
likely to develop dementia. 

Pharmaceutical Tests. VA researchers and 
colleagues have already begun exploring 
whether diabetes treatments can have a benefi- 
cial effect with regard to Alzheimer's. 

A VA-Boston University team analyzed the 
health records of 142,328 VA patients with 
diabetes to see if diabetes drugs known as 
thiazolidinediones (TZDs) had effect on demen- 
tia. In fact, they found 20 percent fewer cases of 
Alzheimer's among patients taking TZDs, 
compared with those taking insulin. Similar 
results were found in a separate comparison 
between TZD users and those prescribed 
metformin, a different type of diabetes drug. 

Related research is being conducted by Dr. 
Suzanne Craft at the Seattle VA. She has long 
been interested in the role of insulin resistance 
- the hallmark of type-2 diabetes - in dementia 
and memory loss. With funding from the 
National Institute on Aging, she is leading a 
trial to test whether rosiglitazone, a TZD, can 
slow the onset of Alzheimer's in 150 older 
volunteers with mild cognitive impairment. Her 
team is also exploring how exercise and other 
interventions known to improve insulin resis- 
tance - and prevent diabetes - can help. 

Joel Kupersmith, M.D., is chief research and 
development officer for the Veterans Health 
Administration. 

This article is designed to provide general 
information. It is not intended to be, nor is it, 
medical advice. Readers should consult their 
physicians when they have health problems. 
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[CAREERS] 

AUGUST VETERAN 
CAREER FAIRS 

Military.com and RecruitMilitary, LLC, 
companies with whom The American 
Legion is officially partnered to help 
veterans find employment 
opportunities after military service, will 
host eight career fairs in August. More 
information and pre-registration are 
available online. 
www. military, com 
www. recruitmilitary. com 

MILITARY.COM 



AUG. 6 


Washington, D.C. 




AUG. 28 


New York City 




AUG. 30 


Philadelphia 




RECRUITMILITARY: 


AUG. 9 


Denver 




AUG. 9 


Jacksonville, Fla. 




AUG. 23 


Nashville, Tenn. 




AUG. 28 


Reno, Nev. 




AUG. 30 


Houston 





he DR® FIELD and 
BRUSH MOWER... 

is Now on Sale! 



.sag;* M 



I NEW powerful TOW- 
| BEHIND models also available! 

Mow while you ride on your 
ATV or lawn tractor! 



This is the Original DR® FIELD 
and BRUSH MOWER that mows 
and chops up tall, wiry field grass, brush, 
and even saplings up to 2-1 /2" thick! Reclaims 
j meadows, roadsides, fencelines, trails, pond edges, 
| and woodlots... if you're not 100% satisfied, we'll take 
it back and give you a complete refund! 

And it's now on sale — 

• SAVE UP TO $319 right now with 
Factory- Direct Savings! 

• 6-MONTH RISK-FREE TRIAL! 

i Call Toil-Free: 

J^800 : 73 Y-025~7~ " 

% f A m YES! Please send me a FREE Catalog and DVD about 
I the new DR® FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including 
■ details of seasonal savings now in effect! 
. Name 



| Address _ 
1 City 



. State _ 



■ E-mail 

j DR® POWER EQUIPMENT, Dept. 58692X 
j 127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 
iwww.DRfieldbrush.com © 



Doctor Recommended 



So advanced it's 

Patented 



Medicare Covers 

Erectile Dysfunction Correction 

, At little or NO COST to you" 

What is Vacuum Therapy? 

Vacuum therapy is the safest, most effective form of impotence treatment. It is over 95% successful. 
If used properly, the system will work for virtually all men. 



Customer Testimonials 



Why this is the choice for you. 

• Battery operated system (no embarrassing manual pumping) 

- Compact design for discretion and easy storage 
■ Patented Ring Ejector system to minimize erection toss 

- More ring sizes to guarantee a perfect fit 

- We have always offered a 100% money back guarantee 

• LIFETIME Manufacturers Warranty 

Bring back the joy.,, 

Countless couples have brought the joy back into their lives. You 
and your partner will be able to control when, where, and how 
long you want to be intimate. 

Because it's routinely covered by Medicare and many other insurance 
plans don't settle for a cheap system when you can get the best 
quality product with PROVEN results. 

I Call TODAY! 1-800-622-4161 

www. d iscou ntd ia betic.com 

Discount Diabetic also provides Diabetic testing supplies and Arthritis heating pads at no cost to you. 

You do not have to have diabetes to receive trie vacuum therapy system 



"I tried other devices before and 
they required a tot of dexterity 
with all the manual pumping. With 
the new battery operated system 
there is no more embarrassing 
pumping and it's faster." Richard T. 

"-..You've made me feel young 



again!' 



- Joseph C. 




- , Discount Diabetic is accredited 
by The Joint Commission 



Serving Central and Northern Arizona 



* deductible and copay may apply 
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Better grades for earth 

The Pacific Research Institute and 
American Enterprise Institute 
recently released a report of 
leading environmental indicators 
in the United States, highlighting 
"positive trends occurring in key 
areas such as national forests, air 
quality, toxic chemicals and 
biodiversity." Among them: 

■ Net loss of forests has fallen 
from 8.9 million hectares 
annually in the 1990s to 

7.3 million in the 2000s. 

■ Soil erosion rates have 
decreased by 43 percent 
since 1982. 

■ Methane emissions are down 
12.8 percent since 1990. 

■ Ozone levels are down in 
major cities like Los Angeles. 

■ The number of bald eagle 
nests has surpassed 1,000 in 
Wisconsin, after falling to barely 
100 in 1973. Likewise, red salmon 
are spawning in the 

60,000 range, up from just 
2,654 in the 1970s. 

www.pacificresearch.org 



[FOREIGN AFFAIRS] 



[ACTIVE DUTY] 



CHILDREN OF THE CHOSEN 

Minnesota camp offers tailor-made program 
for the children of long-deployed troops. 

BY DARLENE McROBERTS-PROX 



[FOREIC 



When 2,800 troops in the 
Minnesota Army National Guard 
were redeployed while still in 
Iraq, many children, sweethearts, 
spouses and parents felt their 
hearts sink. The rest of 
the winter, an entire 
spring and most of the 
summer would pass 
before their loved ones 
would return. 

It was traumatic for 
many of the children, 
as yet unfamiliar with 
life's sudden changes 
and setbacks, when 
they were told they 
would have to wait 
until late summer to see 
a parent. 

The need for a new 
kind of family outreach became a 
daily concern for the Minnesota 
Army National Guard. Programs 
were aimed to provide military 
families support and coping tools 
during deployment to deal with 
delays and extensions, and to 
later ease the difficulty of reinte- 
gration. Designed for spouses, 
extended families and teenagers, 
the programs provided little more 
than day care for young children. 



When Minnesota National 
Guard Chaplain Maj. John Morris 
heard about Camp Noah, an 
outreach of Lutheran Social 
Services of Minnesota, he called 
Cindy Johnson, 
director of disaster 
services there. 

She explained 
that Camp Noah is 
for children who 
have experienced 
a natural disaster. 

"This is a 
disaster for these 
children," he said. 

Now in its 10th 
year, Camp Noah 
was created by 
Lutheran Social 
Service of Minne- 
sota following devastating floods 
in the Midwest. The program 
migrated to the Gulf Coast to 
help families affected by the 2005 
hurricane season. That effort 
continues today with camps in 
Louisiana, Texas, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Puerto Rico. 

Lutheran Social Services 
Minnesota brought in Dr. James 
Gambone, a leader in integration 
dialogue, to write a curriculum 





me Sands of Iwo To 



Japan has returned to using the prewar name of 
Iwo Jima - "Iwo To," pronounced ee-woh-toh - for 
the island where 7,000 Americans and 21,000 
Japanese died in the famous World War II battle. 



Claiming their identity has been hijacked by 
popular Hollywood movies, surviving islanders 
applauded the June 18 decision by the Japanese 
Geographical Survey Institute. 

As U.S. forces approached in 1944, nearly 1,000 
civilians were evacuated from Iwo To. Japanese 
naval officers mistakenly dubbed it "Iwo Jima," or 
Sulphur Island. The name stuck after the war, 
when both the United States and Japan continued 
to put the island to military use. Only about 400 
Japanese soldiers live there today. 
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and train counselors in the 
process of building coping and 
resiliency skills. "To the best of 
my knowledge, this is the only 
program across the country for 
young children addressing this 
need," says Gambone, now a 
senior consultant at Camp Noah. 

The partnership between the 
Minnesota Army National Guard 
and Camp Noah began last 
February with "Delayed 
Dreams," a series of one-day 
programs for youngsters from 
kindergarten to sixth grade. 

Each child receives a heart- 
shaped wooden box with an 
assignment to write down their 
dreams and goals. These are 
copied and sent to the troops for 
them to add their own dreams 



and goals, Johnson says. 

One-week, faith-based day 
camps called "A Soldier's Coming 
Home" are being offered in cities 
across Minnesota this summer. 
Drama, interactive discussions, 
games and crafts are included. 
Camps are interfaith and open to 
all children with a parent who 
has served, or is serving, in Iraq 
or Afghanistan. 

Other National Guard units 
have sent representatives to 
Minnesota to observe the Camp 
Noah program for possible 
duplication in other states. 

The wife of a former National 
Guardsman, Darlene McRoberts- 
Prox is a freelance writer living 
in Florida. 



[MEETING] 

WHAT: Veterans Advisory Board on Dose Reconstruction (VBDR) public meeting and 
comment session 

WHO: Veterans who participated in atmospheric nuclear testing between 1945 
and 1962, and those who participated in the 1945-1946 post-World War II occupation of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki or were held prisoner of war there 
WHEN: Sept. 19-20 

WHERE: Jesse Brown VA Medical Center, Multi Conference Center B & C, Room 2446, 
820 South Damen Ave., Chicago 

WHY: VBDR provides guidance and oversight of dose reconstruction, the claims 
compensation process and improved communication with veterans 
CONTACT: Toll-free (866) 657-8237 or visit www.vbdr.org on the Web 



[TROOP SUPPORT] 

Military mom 
leads project to 
support troops 

In 2003, Chris Jovenitti's 
son wrote from boot camp to 
tell his mother he'd do push- 
ups in exchange for letters 
and notes of support. Today, 
he must be in top physical 
shape, because his challenge 
launched "Letters From 
Home," a national program 
that has sent thousands of 
items to deployed soldiers. 

Three to four times a year, 
Jovenitti and a team of 150 
volunteers stuff letters for up 
to 6,000 soldiers. They have 
sent more than 226,000 
letters and more than 30,000 
care packages. 

Letters From Home, P.O. Box 125, 
Johnsonburg, PA 15845 



I 



"The average 7-year-old North 
Korean boy is eight inches 
shorter, 20 pounds lighter and 
has a 10-year-shorterlife 
expectancy than his 7-year-old 
counterpart in South Korea. 
And to have this much disparity 
by age 7 ... it's a terrible thing." 

James Morris, director of the 
World Food Program, 2002-2007 
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[VETERANS ADVOCACY] 

A big-hearted boost 

Legion post donates $2 million for Fisher House 

Pacific Palisades American Legion Post 283 has donated 
$2 million to the Los Angeles Fisher House project that broke 
ground at VA's West Los Angeles campus in July. 

"This donation comes at such a critical time in the nation's 
quest to provide the best possible care for our veterans and 
their families/' said Charles Dorman, director of VA Greater 
Los Angeles. "This big-hearted, caring and generous group of 
people has helped lead the effort to bring this resource to the 
veterans of Los Angeles." 

Post 283 unanimously voted to approve the measure to 
provide funds for the Fisher House that will lodge family 
members while servicemembers are hospitalized at the VA 
facility. The action made Post 283, which has been a generous 
partner of VA over the years, the single largest to-date donor 
for the project. 

"In this line of work, actions speak louder than words, and 
this group has quietly proven to be a true leader in caring for 
our veterans," Dorman said. "It amazes me just how much 
they truly care for our troops. This house will be here long 
after we are gone, and the people bringing this home here 
will have played a part in a significant piece of history." 

Established in 1990 by the late Zachary Fisher, a New York 
builder, and his wife, Elizabeth, Fisher House is designed to 
diminish emotional and financial drains on veterans' families 
and provide wheelchair-friendly places for veterans to visit. 
In recognition of the special sacrifices of severely wounded or 
ill U.S. servicemembers and their families, the foundation 
donates "comfort homes" so families can face medical 
difficulties together. 
www.brentwoodfisherhouse.org 




[AWARDS] 

American Legion honors 
Minnesota sergeant 

In her 25 years at the Willmar, 
Minn., Police Department, Julie 
Asmus has earned several awards, 
along with the 
respect of her co- 
workers and 
members of her 
community. This 
year, she will add 
to her accomplish- 
ments the title of 
American Legion 
Law Enforcement 
Officer of the Year. 

The Willmar 
Police Department 
sergeant has served as a patrol officer 
and investigator and has received 
Minnesota Juvenile Officer of the Year 
honors and the lieutenant governor's 
Award for Outstanding Achievement. 
As a detective in the investigation unit 
working primarily child-abuse cases, 
Asmus saw the need for an appropri- 
ate, child-friendly place to interview 
children and make them feel comfort- 
able. She assisted in writing a grant 
for such a room and then designed, 
purchased and oversaw construction. 

Asmus is active in United Way, Girl 
Scouts, St. Mary's Catholic Church 
and mentoring programs through 
Business and Professional Women. 
She's an American Legion and 
American Legion Auxiliary member 
of Austin F. Hanscom American 
Legion Post 167 in Willmar. She 
served in the Army National Guard 
from 1978 to 1985. 



[LEGIONNAIRES INACTION] 

POST 183, SNEEDVILLE, TENN. Commander Albert G. 
"Buddy" Campbell sees his tireless volunteer work for veterans 
as an extension of his more than 20 years of service in the Army. 
"It was about service then and is about service now," Campbell 
says. "I know that when you are down and out you really 
appreciate when someone does something for you." 

Over the past five years, he's collected thousands of items 
and delivered them to local and regional veterans homes, 
including more than 600 blankets to patients at the Mountain 



Home, Tenn., VA Medical Center. Campbell delivered more 
than 300 blankets to VA's Alvin C. York Medical Center in 
Murfreesboro, and hundreds of T-shirts to patients at VA 
centers in Nashville and Knoxville. In addition, he delivered 
1,400 T-shirts and 780 robes, along with videos, computers 
and printers, to Mountain Home. Then there were the 400 rolls 
of fabric for blankets being sewn by the women of Post 183, 
donated by a manufacturer who planned to discard the 
material. "Normally they would have thrown it away," he says. 
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Let visitors know there's a post in town 

Drive into any community 
across the country and you're 
often greeted by a sign reading 
something like, "Welcome to 
Greenfield. Pop. 14,345." Below 
those words, or perhaps mounted 
nearby, may be emblems of the 
Kiwanis, Rotary and the Lions 
Club - organizations doing good 
things in their communities. 

The American Legion emblem 
often appears on such signs, 
letting visitors know there's an 
active post in town. 

If there is a post but no emblem 
on the welcome sign, easy 
affordable solutions are available 
through Emblem Sales. It may 
not seem like much, but a 
welcome-sign emblem can 
increase membership, create 
awareness about services and 
programs, and lead veterans to 
visit post-home facilities. 

One such sign is displayed 
heading into Indianapolis, home 
to numerous posts and The 
American Legion National 
Headquarters. "The American 
Legion sign is very visible," says 
Melissa Mann of the Indianapolis 
Chamber of Commerce. "It 
definitely lets people know The 
American Legion is in town." 

A recent study by The 
American Legion 
National Headquar- 
ters indicated that 
emblem presence 
on a community 
welcome sign not 
only builds local 
awareness but also 
provides veterans 
passing through a 
sense of connection 
and comfort. 

In Americus, Ga., 
American Legion 
Post 1 felt its informational 
sign was helpful in directing 




: 

7130 P.M. 2ND+4TH THUR. 
VILLAGE COMMUNITY CTR. 
415 W. WALNUT STREET 



people to the post in the after- 
math of a tornado. Legionnaires 
turned their facility into a 
distribution center for badly 
needed supplies, medicine, water, 
food and clothing. "I'm sure glad 
we got the signs up," said Post 1 
member Brenda Johnson. "They 
came in handy when the tornado 
struck town ... People knew how 
to find us." 

It's a simple, affordable gesture 
for any post. To learn more, visit 
www.legion.org on the Web. 
Signs may be ordered from the 
Emblem Sales catalog or by 
visiting www.emblem.legion.org 
on the Web and typing in "sign" 
under search. 



Simple or customized, 
welcome signs are affordable 

A variety of signs are available 
through Emblem Sales. Posts can 
include personalized messages 
IfA such as the post address, 

phone number, or date and 
time of monthly meetings. 
Prices range from $49.95 
to $209. To order: 

www.emblem.legion.org 
(888)453-4466 

To learn about local laws and 
potential fees for sign display 
within a community, contact 
the local city clerk's office, 
municipal government 
center or nonprofit commu- 
nity service organization that 
manages or owns the sign. 



NOT A CLIENT 



We seek justice for 
victims of mesothelioma 
by confronting the 
companies that exposed 
workers to the dangers 
of ASBESTOS. 

mesothelioma 

If you or someone you 
love has mesothelioma, 
let the law firm of 
Baron&Budd, PC. help. 



800-946-9646 

baronandbudd.com 
mesotheliomanews.com 

Main Office: Dallas, TX • Other Offices: 
Cleveland, OH; Beverly Hills, CA; Baton 
Rouge, LA. Sherry Talton (licensed in TX 
and LA), Carolin Shining (licensed in CA 
and IL), and Theresa Ruck (licensed 
in OH and KY) are responsible for 
the contents of this advertisement. To 
the extent that this advertisement is 
inconsistent with any state's laws or 
court rules, no clients or representation 
will be accepted from any such state. 



How to Submit a Reunion 



The American Legion Magazine publishes reunion notices for veter- 
ans. Send notices to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: Reunions, 
P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail 
reunions@legion.org. 

Include the branch of service and complete name of the group, no 
abbreviations, with your request. The listing also should include the 
reunion dates and city, along with a contact name, telephone number 
and e-mail address. Listings are published free of charge. 

Due to the large number of reunions, The American Legion 
Magazine will publish a group's listing only once a year. Notices 
should be sent at least six months prior to the reunion to ensure timely 
publication. 



Other Notices 



"In Search Of" is a means of getting in touch with people from your 
unit to plan a reunion. We do not publish listings that seek people for 
interviews, research purposes, military photos or help in filing a VA 
claim. Listings must include the name of the unit from which you seek 
people, the time period and the location, as well as a contact name, 



telephone number and e-mail address. Send notices to The American 
Legion Magazine, Attn: "In Search Of," P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, 
IN 46206, fax (317) 630-1280 or e-mail reunions@legion.org. 

The magazine will not publish the names of individuals, only the 
name of the unit from which you seek people. Listings are published 
free of charge. 

Life Membership notices are published for Legionnaires who have 
been awarded life memberships by their posts. This does not include 
a member's own Paid-Up-For-Life membership. Notices must be 
submitted on official forms, which may be obtained by sending a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to The American Legion Magazine, Attn: 
Life Memberships, P.O. Box 1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. 

"Comrades in Distress" listings must be approved by the Legion's 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation division. If you are seeking to verify 
an injury received during service, contact your Legion department 
service officer for information on how to publish a notice. 

To respond to a "Comrades in Distress" listing, send a letter to The 
American Legion Magazine, Attn: Comrades in Distress, P.O. Box 
1055, Indianapolis, IN 46206. Include the listing's CID number in your 
response. 

"Taps" notices are published only for Legionnaires who served as 
department commanders or national officers. 



AIR FORCE/ARMY AIR FORCES 

13th AAF (South Pacific, WWII), Tulsa, OK, 
11/7-12, Robert P. O'Brien, (828) 686-5315, 
obed077@aol.com; 22nd Bomb Grp 5th 
AF (WWII), Huntsville, AL, 9/19-23, Carol 
Baker, carol@carolandcharliebaker.com; 
61st, 75th Trp Carrier (Airlift) Sqdns 
"Green Hornets" (Ashiya AB, Japan), 
All Ranks, Dayton, OH, 9/19-22, Benjamin 
Hendrickson, (479) 471-6960, sirben1@cox. 
net; 92nd Periodic Maint Sqdn, Dayton, 
OH, 9/16-18, Skip Rex, (765) 412-8861; 100th 
Air Refueling Sqdn, Dayton, OH, 10/18-20, 
Bob Richmond, (740) 962-3431, doc4455@ 
earthlink.net; 108th Bomb Sqd (Bordeau 
AB & Laon AB, France, 1951-1952), San 
Antonio, 12/6-9, Bill Byrne, (630) 963-1923, 
tbbyrnehom@aol.com ; 126th Bomb 
Grp (IANG) (Bordeaux AB & Laon AB, 
France, 1951-1952), San Antonio, 12/6-9, 
Martin Folan, (847) 885-2021, cfolan@ 
comcast.net; 315th Bomb Wing Assn (VH, 
Northwest Field, Guam), St. Louis, 9/6-10, 
Bev Green, (217) 893-3197; 355th Ftr Grp, 
Savannah, GA, 9/6-10, Fred Roberts, (800) 
262-8955, 358th Ftr Grp "Orange Tails/' 
Pigeon Forge, TN, 10/1-4, Lubbertus H. 
Lok Jr., (570) 629-3488; 483rd Bomb Grp, 
Covington, KY, 10/14-20, Ken Davis, (239) 
482-7442, kentg483rd@webtv.net; 551st 
Trans Sqdn (Otis AFB, Dec 1957-July 
1961), Joe H. Cook, (251) 937-0171; 601st 
Tact Cont Wing (Germany, 1945-1995), 
Almagordo, NM, 9/20-24, Hap Haggard, 
(520) 298-8208, haphagg@aol.com; 1503rd 
ATW (1944-1966), Dayton, TN, 9/7-9, Bill 
Teichman, (309) 796-2084, billsal@mchsi. 
com ; Pforzheim Air Stn Vets Assn, 
Branson, MO, 9/26-30, Ivan McAllister, (228) 
875-8384, camatina@bellsouth.net; Pilot 
Tng Classes 42C-43C (Wright-Patterson 
AFB), Dayton, OH, 10/25-28, Ed Wenglar, 
(361) 872-2189, edwenglar@laward.net; 
Pilot Tng Class 50A, Dayton, OH, 10/11-13, 
Joe Williams, (850) 863-8008, jmw07@ 
cox.net; Postal & Courier Assn (AFPCA), 
Rapid City, SD, 9/21-24, Jim Foshee, (254) 
774-7303, jimfoshee@sbcglobal.net 



ARMY 



6th Med Det (Korea), Orlando, FL, 10/11-14, 
John Rallis, (407) 892-2411, jrallis1@cfl. 
rr.com; 7th Armd Div, Virginia Beach, VA, 
9/27-10/1, Cheryl M. Higley, (860) 678- 
1018, cmhig58@aol.com; 13th Armd Div 
"Black Cats" (WWII), Albuquerque, NM, 
10/17-21, Jo Ellen Bender, (630) 355-5332, 
jebender1520@aol.com; 14th Armd Div, 
Springfield, IL, 9/6-9, Roy Roberts, (217) 
323-2559, oldrcr@aol.com; 16th Inf Assn, 
Valley City, ND, 9/14-16, Patricia Drong, PO 
Box 192, Sanborn, ND 58480, pjdrong@ictc. 
com; 35th Inf Div, St. Louis, 9/26-30, Bob 
Dalton, (785) 267-3295; 91st Chem Mortar 
Bn, Arlington, VA, 10/4-6, Scott Shoemaker, 
(540) 667-2363; 94th Sig Bn Assn, Elkins, 
WV, 8/31-9/2, Howard Donbar, (419) 589- 
6863, 96th FA Bn All Btrys (1950-1958), 
Shreveport, LA, 10/4-6, Bill Rutledge, (318) 
247-8163, rutledgw181@bellsouth.net; 
103rd Inf Div Assn (WWII), St. Louis, 9/5-9, 
Richard T. Ball, (703) 671-9017; 242nd FA 
Bn, Lexington, NE, 8/19, Robert Anthony, 
(308) 324-2791, mjanthony@cozadtel.net; 
273rd FA Bn, Topeka, KS, 8/17-19, Leo 
Montgomery, 3033 S.E. Kentucky Ave., 
Topeka, KS 66605, 314th Inf Rgt 79th Div 
& 79th Recon Trp (WWII), Indianapolis, 
9/27-30, Roger Cline, (765) 249-2239, 
rjcline@gmail.com; 461st Ord Ammo 
Co (Korea, 1950-1952), Minneapolis, 
9/21-22, Dick Anderson, (989) 739-2172, 
reabaa@charter.net; 512th MP CO, Fort 
Huachuca, AZ, 9/7-8, BJ. Searcy, (520) 
456-1229, dbjsearcy@aol.com; 630th Eng 
LE, Branson, MO, 9/20-23, Cecil Brown, (731) 
415-6460, brownlinda13@aol.com; 648th 
Tank Dest Bn, All Cos, Houston, 10/10-12, 
Charles R. Chapman, (281) 488-3229; 836th 
Eng Avn Bn HQ A, B & C, Crete, NE, 9/14-15, 
Clarence Pracheil, (402) 826-5308; 887th 
FABnJanesville, Wl, 9/18-20, Eugene 
Palan, (608) 752-2053; A Co 982nd Eng 
Const Bn (Korea), Hickory, NC, 10/12-13, 
Jim Elvington, (864) 232-1452; Aircrew Life 
Support, Laughlin, NV, 9/16-21, Kemper 
Kinchen, (661) 277-4283, mcelwain@ 



charter.net; B Btry 623rd FA Bn (Korea), 

Campbellsville, KY, 10/5-7, Bill Newcomb, 
(270) 789-4112, Camp Breckinridge, 
Morganfield, KY, 10/2-3, Vicki Ricketts, (270) 
389-4420, campbreckinridge@bellsouth. 
net; Cbt Infantrymens Assn, Fort Bragg, 
NC, 10/11-14, Larry Eckard, (828) 256-6008, 
combatinfantrymensassoc@yahoo.com; 
Ground Electronics Eng Installation 
Agency, Mobile Depot Activ, Oklahoma 
City, 9/13-16, Jim Street, (405) 733-5041, 
streetfjc@aol.com; MP Sentry Dog 
Handlers - 88th, 212th, 981st, 595th and 
Hawk Bn (Vietnam), Durango, CO, 8/2-5, 
Robert Bouslaugh, (970) 884-4462; OFWAC 
65-11, Branson, MO, 11/7-11, Karen Steele, 
(417) 334-1850, karen@bransonfun.com; 
QM OCS Class 67-13 F Trp (1967), Fort Lee, 
VA, 10/18-20, Carey Cole, (678) 574-3800, 
colcole@bellsouth.net; Sig Serv & ASA 
(Okinawa, 1945-1970), Tucson, AZ, 9/12- 
16, Paul Watson, (978) 465-7473, w562236@ 
aol.com 

JOINT 

804th Eng Avn Bde & 804th Civ Eng 
Sqdns, Branson, MO, 9/19-12, David 
Anderson, (907) 852-2418, 804eabces@gci. 
net; Alaska Vets (Fort Richardson, AK, 
All Years), Memphis, TN, 9/10-14, Arlene 
Franchuk, (701) 282-4276, eajames49@ 
msn.com; China-Burma-India Vets Assn, 
Kissimmee, FL, 10/17-20, John Casey, (727) 
347-0816, jeckcb@juno.com; Tribute to 
Women Vets, St. Louis, 11/17, Shirley Janes, 
(314) 842-2555, sajanes@yahoo.com 

MARINES 

1st Bn 7th Mar H&S Co 81mm Mortars 
(Camp Sukiran, Okinawa, 1960-1961), 

Laughlin, NV, 10/7-11, John Ward, (412) 
371-3639, 2nd Bn 26th Mar (Iwo Jima & 
Vietnam), Atlantic City, NJ, 10/4-8, Harvey 
Lang, (505) 542-8085; 2nd Mar Div Assn, 
Washington, 8/20-26, Peter Grimes, (910) 
451-3167, peter.grimes@usmc.mil; 6th 
Pit Mugu Mar Guard Det, Ahwatukee, 
AZ, 9/20-22, Arthur Smallberger, (816) 
436-6493, pt.mugumarine@sbcglobal.net; 
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Try Maxoderm CONNECTION® FREE TODAY! 

And For A Limited Time, receive an additional $200 in Free Gifts! 

*see details below 



ADVERTISEMENT 



"My Husband's SECRET 
... for Amazing INTIMACY!'' 



I just had to tell your readers about a recent experience I shared with my 
husband. First, let me just say he is a wonderful man. But, after being 
I married for all these years, it seemed he was having confidence issues 
lately in AND out of bed. It was having a real negative effect on his virility and 
let's face it, it's not like we're newlyweds anymore. 

Thankfully, we didn't have to deal with an embarrassing doctor's 
appointment or prescription, because everything changed a few days ago. I 
came home from work and something was different. He seemed more confident 
and excited than he'd been lately. He said he had found something that could 
help improve our recent bedroom issues, but it was a surprise. He had read 
about it online and we decided to give it a try. Well all I can say is I definitely felt 
sensations I'd never felt before ... in places I forgot existed. Best of all, there 
was clearly a difference in his erection quality and confidence. I can honestly 
say it was the most incredible experience I've ever had in my entire life. 

When I asked him to reveal his secret discovery - he wouldn't. So I did 
some snooping. It didn't take me long to figure it out. In his top drawer was a 
tube of Maxoderm CONNECTION. After reading the fine print and finding the 
website, I went online to www.maxodermct.com to discover more about this 
magic in a tube. 

Maxoderm CONNECTION (of which I'm having my husband buy a 
lifetime supply) is a lotion that is applied topically to the most "intimate areas". A 
delicate blend of ingredients, it helps improve stimulation directly at the source - 
that's when amazing things start to happen. Now he experiences improved 
erection quality and firmness and I experience more pleasure and stimulation than 
ever before! We aren't into taking pills of any kind - not even aspirin - so I was 
relieved to find he was using something topical without any potential systemic side 
effects you may experience with prescriptions. Unless you want to think of 
incredible intimacy as a side effect, because with Maxoderm CONNECTION, you 
just may experience incredible intimacy time and time again! 

So ... please print this letter. Anyone who wants to experience 
amazing intimacy has to try Maxoderm CONNECTION. They need to tell their 
husbands about this product. Or just "accidentally" leave a tube lying around for 
them to "accidentally" find. I really want to thank the makers who developed 
Maxoderm CONNECTION for making a product that's had such an impact on 
our intimate relationship. It's really made a difference. 



TJ 

Phoenix, AZ 



*P.S., Let your readers know I'm pretty sure they can still get a FREE MONTH SUPPLY 
of Maxoderm CONNECTION with their order by calling 1 -800-993-1446 
or by visiting their website at www.maxodermct.com . and 
FOR A LIMITED TIME, you can still get $200 worth of FREE GIFTS 
with your order that are yours to keep - no questions asked. Oh and even 
better, their product is backed by a 90 Day Full Money Back Guarantee. 
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MACS-4 (1960-1964), Cruise, Long Beach, 
CA, 10/21-28, Butch Kaske, (760) 931-2644, 
butchkaske1@aol.com; Mar Air Grps (All 
Eras), Branson, MO, 10/17-21, James Jordan, 
(417) 535-4945, james.m.jordan@hughes. 
net; US Seagoing Mar, Washington, 8/30- 
9/3, Arthur H. Kilton, (208) 440-4057 

NAVY 

43rd Seabees, Myrtle Beach, SC, 
9/25-27, Tony Percoco, (845) 647-6092, 
tvtoursinc@yahoo.com; Anzio/Coral 
Sea CVE 57, Branson, MO, 9/5-10, Cecil 
C. Noennich, (760) 375-9567, anzio57cn@ 
yahoo.com; Basilan AG 68, Deerfield, IL, 
9/5-9, Fred Van Wort, vanwort@aol.com; 
Betelgeuse AK 28/AKA 11, South Bend, 
IN, 10/3-7, Henry Prichard, (302) 698-1471, 
prichardhc@verizon.net; Brown DD 546, 
Portland, OR, 9/21-24, Fred Korzekwa, 
(317) 578-7736, korzekwaf@sbcglobal.net; 
Calvert APA 32, Charleston, SC, 9/20-22, 
John L. Cole, (507) 789-6344; Columbia 
CL 56, Portland, ME, 9/26-29, Bill Bohne, 
(610) 543-9073, usncl56@cs.com ; Cotten 
DD 669, Colorado Springs, CO, 9/13-16, 
Richard Myers, (404) 373-0120, ramunlim@ 
yahoo.com, Diodon SS 349 (1945-1972), 
San Diego, 10/26-28, Don Messner, (218) 
885-3889, ss349@mchsi.com; Electra AKA 
4, San Diego, 9/9-11, Heidi Lubben, (309) 
756-0702, hjlubben@aol.com; Ernest G. 
Small DD/DDR 838, San Antonio, 10/4-7, 
Ron Palinkas, (909) 465-1460, 
ronpalinkas@aol.com; Frybarger DE/DEC 
705, Sacramento, CA, 9/26-30, Chuck 
Manges, (937) 773-5373; Intrepid CV/ 
CVA/CVS 11, Washington, 10/11-14, Len 
Hittner, (609) 448-8252, lenannhit@aol. 
com; Izard DD 589, Columbus, OH, 9/23-27, 
Philip Epstein, (239) 542-3394; Julius A. 
Furer DEG/FFG 6, Charleston, SC, 11/9-11, 
B. Strong, (410) 643-9455, bwstrng3@ 
verizon.net; Knapp DD 653, East Peoria, IL, 
9/20-22, Pete Smith, (309) 266-9391, eps@ 
mtco.com; Lake Champlain CV/CVA/CVS 
39, St. Louis, 9/6-9, Eugene Carroll, (607) 
532-4735, gcarroll@rochester.rr.com; Loeser 
DE 680, Norfolk, VA, 9/19-23, George 
McCabe, j.c. mccabe@worldnet.att.net; 
LST 883, Caldwell, ID, 9/14-17, Ben Mills, 
(208) 585-2284, cookingmar@yahoo.com; 
Marvin H. Mclntyre APA 129, San Antonio, 
10/29-31, John Van Etten, (702) 839-1276, 
j_e_va netten@hotmail.com; Mississippi 
EAG 128, Charleston, SC, 11/1-4, Jake 
Jacobs, (805) 384-9153, eag128reunion@ 
yahoo.com; Monssen DD 798, Rochester, 
MN, 9/27-29, Earl A. McClure, (319) 648- 
2462, monssensailor@iowatelecom.net; 
New Orleans LPH 11, Chicago, 10/10-14, 
Robert G. McAnally, (866) 237-3137, yujack@ 
megalink.net; Newman K. Perry DD/DDR 
883, Richmond, VA, 10/18-21, Roland 
Pearson, (251) 653-7258, rgpearson@ 
bellsouth.net; Orion AS 18, Norfolk, VA, 
10/9-13, David Peckinpaugh, (765) 284-1746, 
orionvets@comcast.net; Panamint AGC 



13, Pigeon Forge, TN, 9/10-14, Fred Earl, 
(845) 895-2921, bettyfredearl@yahoo. 
com; Prometheus AR 3, Kansas City, KS, 
10/5-8, Arne Brinwall, (952) 933-0616, 
ajbrinwall@comcas.net; Puget Sound 
AD 38, Jacksonville, FL, 10/18-21, John C. 
Seymour, (901) 853-1450, rebels45@yahoo. 
com; Ralph Talbot DD 390, Nashville, TN, 
10/3-6, Liane Aupperlee, (615) 730-7086, 
lianeaupperlee@yahoo.com; Rowe DD 564, 
Harrisburg, PA, 9/13-16, Bob Wood, (863- 
667-3334, ussroweusswatts@yahoo.com; 
Saratoga CV 3/CA/CVA 60, Lake Buena 
Vista, FL, 9/5-9, Harvey Hirsch Jr., (252) 
473-5837; Simon Lake AS 33, Washington, 
10/11-14, Gordon Sanders, (757) 588- 
2023, usn3030@cox.net; Spinax SS 489, 
Charleston, SC, 1 0/1 7-21, Terry Whitecar, 
(386) 774-5873, whitecar@iag.net; St. Clair 
County LST 1096, Indianapolis, 9/13-15, 
Bobby Moore, hogman82003@yahoo. 
com; Stephen Potter DD 538, Savannah, 
GA, 9/30-10/4, Joe Sherry, (631) 725-2930, 
sagharborjoe@verizon.net; Telfair APA. 
210, St. Louis, 10/4-7, John Tonyes, (863) 
640-3885, flfox1@juno.com; Tidewater 
AD 31 (All Years), Branson, MO, 9/18-21, 
R. Dean Agee, (417) 759-2860, rdmlagee@ 
wmconnect.com; Tingey DD 539, Norfolk, 
VA, 9/13-15, Clarence N. Daniels, (541) 
452-6008, joydan@lisco.com ; Van Voorhis 
DE 1028, Philadelphia, 9/27-30, Jerry 
Skorch, (856) 810-2568, jpskorch@hotmail. 
com; Vestal AR 4, Kansas City, KS, 10/5-8, 
Arne Brinwall, (952) 933-0616, ajbrinwall@ 
comcast.net; VS-20 & VS-931, Philadelphia, 
9/20-24, J. Robert Wagner, (610) 277-4374, 
bobwagner@msn.com; Yancey AKA 93, 
Washington, 10/11-14, George Clifton, (708) 
425-8531, clifs@ameritech.net 

LIFE MEMBERSHIPS 

Post 16, CA: Charles D. Blodgett, Charles 
H. Bloom, Charles E. Burau, Adolph 
R. Cardebas, Wyman G. Chan, Roy A. 
Delucchi, Earle E. Ennis, Luciano Fajardo, 
Eddie Felix, Robert D. Garry, Al Geiger, 
James J. Guerrero Sr., Ed Harsom, William 
J. Hersom, Vern F. Hutsell, Paul A. Kline, 
Clarence B. Lozier, George J. Lucas, 
Raymond J. Lucas, Arthur R. Maag, George 
Y. Matsumoto, Kenneth L. Mefford, Hilmer 
C. Russ, Arthur F. Scott, Emil G. Seifert, 
Hershel L. Shaffer, Daniel S. Wade Sr., 
Elmer Wolfe Jr., Richard F. Wong, Milton T. 
Yarbrough 

Post 83, CA: Joe Cortez, Mel L. Gallaway, 
Mel Koontz, Cecil Moore, William Tiscornia 

Post 255, CA: Samuel S. Alcaraz, Joe S. 
Bonilla, Patrick Debaca, Ricky L. Devries, 
Kenneth R. Dibble, James A. Fitzpatrick, 
James 0. Johnson, M. Kirk Nelson, Paul 
M. Ressler, Herbert A. Schroenfeld Sr., 
J.L.Wright 

Post 432, CA: Reginald R. Perkins 

Post 534, CA: Kenneth Johnson 

Post 232, IN: James Bence 

Post 454, MA: James C. Trusty 



Post 180, MD: George T. Levy, Craig M. 
Stambauch 

Post 48, MN: Benjamin Beghyn, Tom 
Gerson, Irven Kiesow, Richard McKnight, 
William McKnight, Joseph Nolde, Talbott 
Norlin, Mort Sherod, William Simonet, 
David Swanson, Robert Tennant, Darrel 
Thibodeau, John Toreen, Darwin Wald 

Post 19, NC: Alton B. Clemmons Jr., Floyd 
Holloman 

Post 39, ND: Orlan Buseth 

Post 75, NM: Brad Schroenghamer, Everett 
Spidell 

Post 57, TN: R.L. Donaldson 

IN SEARCH OF 

2/501st 82nd Abn Echo Co (1961-1964), 

Bob McFarland, (918) 246-9678, 

hachetbob61@aol.com 
2nd Mar Div FMF, Supply Div (Camp 

Lejeune, NC, 1951-1954) & Portsmouth, 

VA, Lumber Yard, Al Heidler, (954) 575- 

6275, mh5942@hotmail.com 
4th Finance Disbursing Sect HQ I Corps 

(Uijonbo, Korea, 1952-1954), Charles 

L. Fisk, (515) 289-1589, budella74@ 

hotmail.com 
5th Radio Relay Sqdn (France, Germany 

& Belgium), Ivan McAllister, (228) 875- 

8384, camatina@bellsouth.net 
9th Cav 2nd Recon Sqdn (Augsburg, 

Germany, 1958-1961), D.J. Smith, (509) 

763-2376, djsmith7@netzero.com 
12th Radio Relay Sqdn 1944th Comm 

Sqdn, 2060th Radio Relay (Germany), 

Ivan McAllister, (228) 875-8384, cama- 

tina@bellsouth.net 
13th AF (South Pacific, WWII), Clifford 

W.Johnson, (937) 766-5398, johnsonc@ 

cedarville.edu 
14th Trans Bn (AM&S) (GS) (Nha Trang, 

Vietnam, 1965-1972), Art Harrison (440) 

668-001 9, jam1996min@aol.com 
50th Ord Ammo Co (Miesau, Germany, 

1952-1956), Gerald J. Tiell, (419) 448-0804 
65th Bomb Sqdn 43rd Bomb Wing 

(Davis-Montham AFB, Tucson, AZ, 

1957-1960) Anthony J. Miller, (740) 

264-7371 

79th Air Rescue Sqdn (Anderson AB, 
Guam, 1957-1961), Lloyd Gritton, (307) 
638-3011 

79th Trans Co (DS) (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 

1965-1972), Art Harrison (440) 668-0019, 

jam1996min@aol.com 
90th Strat Recon Wing (SAC) (Forbes 

AFB, Topeka, KS, Mar 1951-June 1960), 

Chuck Hale, (785) 865-5794, chuckhale@ 

earthlink.net 
302nd Sig Opns Bn B Co (Heidelberg, 

Germany, 1945-1946), Stanley Lathrop, 

(217) 384-6674 
309th FS, Dalton Smith, (201) 244 5854, 

daltonsmith@optonline.net 
335th Trans C (DS) (Chu Lai, Vietnam, 

1965-1971), Art Harrison (440) 668-0019, 

jam1996min@aol.com 
339th Trans Co (DS) (Nha Trang & Da 
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Nang, Vietnam, 1962-1968), Art 

Harrison (440) 668-0019, jam1996min@ 
aol.com 

540th Trans Co (GS) (Qui Nhon, Vietnam, 

1965- 1971), Art Harrison (440) 668-0019, 
jam1996min@aol.com 

546th Sqdn "Sweet Chariot/' 384th Grp 

(Grafton Underwood, England, 1944- 

1945), George Weldon, (256) 343-5602, 

grafenwoehr59@aol.com 
558th FA Bn Patton's 3rd Army (WWII), 

Bob Haas, (360) 491-6898, merciebob@ 

msn.com 
603rd AC&W Mobile (Pforzheim, 

Germany), Ivan McAllister, (228) 875- 

8384, camatina@bellsouth.net 
604th Trans Co (DS) (Pleiku, Vietnam, 

1966- 1973), Art Harrison (440) 668-0019, 
jam1996min@aol.com 

608th Trans Co (DS) (Dong Ba Thin, 

Vietnam, 196-1972), Art Harrison (440) 

668-0019, jam1996min@aol.com 
610th Trans Co (GS) (An Khe & Da Nang, 

Vietnam, 1966-1972), Art Harrison (440) 

668-0019, jam1996min@aol.com 
614th AVEL (DS) (Nha Trang, Vietnam, 

1966-1972), Art Harrison (440) 668-0019, 

jam1996min@aol.com 
808th FA Bn C Btry (1944-1945), Art 

Mission, (843) 651-3625, mishsr@aol.com 
1348th Army AB (Chaboa, India, 1943- 

1945), Fred W. Werman, (402) 876-5565 
3320th Tech Tng Sqdn (Scott AFB, 

IL, Sept 1952-July 1954), Benjamin 

W. Stevens, (706) 563-4756, retben@ 

pngusa.net 
7030th AB Grp (Pforzheim, Germany), 

Ivan McAllister, (228) 875-8384, 

camatina@bellsouth.net 
7126th AV Task Grp 7.2 (Eniwetok Atoll, 

1952-1953), William Dolan, wrdjrd@ 

verizon.net 
A Co 2/7th Cav (1965-1971), David Floyd, 

(218) 745-8856, webmaster@ 

alpha2-7cav.com 
ACORN-17 (Tarawa, 1943-1945), Art Stein, 

(352) 236-3477 
Airmail Ctr Members 926 (Agana NAS, 

Guam, 1945-1946), Bob Rogers, (757) 

721-3239, bananabob1949@hotmail.com 
B Btry 3/16th Arty (Fort Bragg, NC & 

Chu Lai, Vietnam, 1966-1968), Roland 

Moore, moorerr@msn.com 
B Btry 3rd Msl Bn 1st Arty (Herminie, PA, 

1956-1975), Don Wellan, (214) 348-7698, 

dfwellman@sbcglobal.net 
Bombardier Class (San Angelo Army 

Air Field, 1945), Harold E. Thomas, (217) 

784-5200, hvthomas@sbcglobal.net 
C Btry 2nd How Bn 83rd Arty (Budingen, 

Germany, 1959-1963), Ken Taylor, (815) 

603-4463, ktaylor20@aol.com 
C Co 2nd Bn 14th Inf 25th Inf Div (Cu-Chi, 

Vietnam, 1966-1967), Glenn Schriner, 

(319) 444-2695 
C Co 131st Trans Div, 24th Inf Div 

(Munich, Germany, 1958-1959), Robert 

Bailey, (952) 440-2827 



Gen Depot (Nancy, France, 1958-1962), 

Gerald J. Tiell, (419) 448-0804 
Harwood 00 861 (1966-1969), Rodney 

Smith, (928) 639-3396, rmsmith1@ 

cableone.net 
Invasion of Tarawa & Kwajalein (South 

Pacific), Arthur A. Steen, (353) 236-3477 
Japan Log Cmd (Hokkaido, May 1950- 

July 1952), Paul Lucas, (310) 457-7865, 

pobluc@verizon.net 
MP Det (Camp Carroll Depot, Korea, 

1966-1968), David Warmbrod, (731) 668- 

7007, davidewarmbrod@aol.com 
Nav Ftr Aircraft Sqdn-142 "Ghostriders" 

Ranger/Constellation (1965-1968), 

J. Ward, (979) 773-4005, cjward@ 

peoplepc.com 
Nav Tng Ctr Co 51-576 (San Diego), 

Ronald C. Mosman, (612) 822-6326, 

ronmosman@comcast.net 
Pilot Tng Class 68F (Reese AFB, Lubbock, 

TX, 1967-1968), Russ Crawford, (218) 

246-9949, tofd@aol.com 
Tng Sqdn 3702, Tng Fits 4629 & 4652 

(Lackland AFB, TX, Jan-April 1950), 

Wendell J. Summy, 247 Simpson Hollow 

Road, Mount Pleasant, PA 15666 
Worms Mil Comm (Worms, Germany, 

1980-1984), Chris Tibbals, (414) 305-1439, 

christopher.tibbals@verizonwireless.com 

TAPS 

William G. Boyer, Dept. of Oregon. Dept. 
Cmdr. 1994-1995. 

Elvin J. Carey, Dept. of Illinois. Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Memb. 1993-1994, 1999-2000 & 
2002-2007, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 2001-2003, Dept. Cmdr. 2003-2004, 
Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
2004-2007 and Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 2005-2007. 

Harry E. Cowan Jr., Dept. of Nevada. Nat'l 
Veterans Preference Cmsn. Memb. 1999- 
2005 and Dept. Cmdr. 2002-2003. 

Herman G. Harrington, Dept. of New 
York. Nat'l Distinguished Guest Cmte. 
Memb. 1966-1968, Nat'l Econ. Cmsn. Nat'l 
Cmdrs Rep. 1971, Nat'l Foreign Relations 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1971-1972, Dept. Cmdr. 
1972-1973, Nat'l Public Relations Cmsn. 
Memb. 1972-1974, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. 
Memb. 1973-1974, Nat'l Internal Affairs 
Cmsn. Memb. 1974-2006, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. 
Memb. 1976-1978, 1993-1994 & 2001-2007, 
Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Vice Chmn. 
1979-1984, Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. 
Chmn. 1984-2006, Nat'l 75th Anniv. Cmte. 
Chmn. 1992-1994, Nat'l World War II 
Commemorative Cmte. Chm. 1991-1995 
and Nat'l Internal Affairs Cmsn. Chmn. 
Emeritus 2006-2007. 

Frank A. Lucia, Dept. of Delaware. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ Cmte. Memb. 
1957-1960, 1974-1976 & 1977-1978, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1964-1966, 
Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1965-1966, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1966-1968, Nat'l Legis. Cmsn. 



Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1966-1968, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 

1966- 1973, 1975-1976, 1978-1979 & 1984- 
1992, Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 
1968-1969, 1972-1973 & 1974-1975, Nat'l 
& Homeland Sec. Vice Chmn. 1968-1974, 
Nat'l & Homeland Sec. Memb. 1973-174 & 
1978-1979, Dept. Cmdr. 1976-1977, Nat'l 
Legis. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1976-1978, Nat'l 
Distinguished Guests Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1978-1979 and Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1987-1990 & 1993-1994. 

Theodore N. Mallow, Dept. of Wisconsin. 
Nat'l Distinguished Guests Cmte. Memb. 
1962-1965, Nat'l Employment Cmte. 
Memb. 1966-1984, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post 
Activ. Cmte. Memb. 1976-1977 & 1978- 
1981, Nat'l Employment Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1978-1984, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 
1980-1984, Nat'l Americanism Cmsn. 
Liaison Cmte. Memb. 1984-1986, Nat'l 
Exec. Cmte. Memb. 1984-1986, Nat'l Legis. 
Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1985-1986, Nat'l Foreign 
Relations Cmsn. Memb. 1986-1998, Dept. 
Cmdr. 1990-1991, Nat'l Legis. Cncl. Memb. 
1993-1994, 1999-2000 & 2001-2005, and 
Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1998-2004. 

A.J. Merrier, Dept. of Wisconsin. Nat'l 
Boys Nation Staff 1963-2002 and Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1963-1964. 

Alice B. Mirkowski, Dept. of Wisconsin. 
Nat'l Counter-Subversive Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1974-1975. 

Morris Nooner Jr., Dept. of Illinois. 
Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 
1950-1954, Nat'l Rehab. Cmsn. Advisory 
Board Memb. 1954-1957, Nat'l Cmte. on 
Education & Scholarships Chmn. 1957- 
1961, Nat'l Child Welfare Cmsn. Area "D" 
Memb. 1961-1967, Dept. Cmdr. 1963-1964, 
Nat'l Child Welfare Cmsn. Chmn. 1964- 
1967, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. Alt. Memb. 1965- 
1967, Nat'l Child Welfare Cmsn. Liaison 
Cmte. Chmn. 1967-1969, Nat'l Exec. Cmte. 
Memb. 1967-1969 and Nat'l Child Welfare 
Cmsn. Nat'l Cmdr's Rep. 1969-1972. 

Thomas Rizzo, Dept. of Illinois. Nat'l 
Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. Memb. 

1967- 1968, Nat'l Foreign Relations Cncl. 
Memb. 1969-1972, Nat'l Sec. Cncl. Vice 
Chmn. 1985-1991, Dept. Cmdr. 1990-1991, 
Nat'l Cemetery Cmte. Memb. 1991-1996 
and Nat'l Cemetery Cmte. Vice Chmn. 
1996-2002. 

Raynor Smith, Dept. of Oregon. Honorary 
Past Dept. Cmdr. and Nat'l & Homeland 
Sec. Memb. 1978-1979. 

Charles M. Snyder, Dept. of Delaware. 

Nat'l Americanism Cncl. Memb. 1982- 

1984, Nat'l Mbrshp. & Post Activ. Cmte. 
Memb. 1982-1984, Nat'l Distinguished 
Guests Cmte. Memb. 1983-1984, Nat'l 
Americanism Cncl. Vice Chmn. 1984- 

1985, Dept. Cmdr. 1985-1986 and Nat'l 
& Homeland Sec. Cncl. Vice Chmn. 
1986-1988. 
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LEGION SHOPPER 



IMPOTENCE 
SOLVED 



HEARING AIDS 
UP TO 60% SAVINGS 



30-DAY 
TRIAL 

TRY 
BEFORE 
YOU BUY 

GUARANTEED LOWEST PRICES! 

•ALL MAKES & MODELS -TERMS ARRANGED 
•30 YRS. EXPERIENCE -ALL MAKE REPAIRS 
•CUSTOM INSTRUMENT SPECIALISTS • 
FOR FREE INFORMATION CALL: 

1-800-323-4212 

We're the oldest, biggest and best 

LLOYDS, DEPT. AL BOX 1645, ROCKFORD, IL61110 
Visit our Website at www.lloydhearingaid.com 




CLASSIFIED 



SEND ADVERTISING COPY AND REMITTANCE TO: 
Ms. Kyona Levine, Classified Advertising, The American 
Legion Magazine, c/o James G. Elliott Company, Inc., 
626 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90017. 
(213) 624-0900, Ext. 1219, FAX (213) 624-0997. All 
classified advertising is payable in advance by check 
or credit card. Please make remittance payable to 'The 
American Legion Magazine." RATES: $34 per word. 
Count street addresses and box numbers as two words; 
all city, state and zip codes as three words. 3 word mini- 
mum. CIRCULATION: 2,500,000 per month. DEADLINE: 
Advertising copy must be received 60 days before cover 
date of issue desired. All advertisements are accepted at 
the discretion of the publisher. 

APPAREL 

CASUAL JUMPSUITS and new warm-up suits. Great 
selection. Catalog, (800) 397-3086, 
www.myjumpsuit.com. 

SUSPENDERS. Patented "no-slip™" clip. Catalog, 
(800)700-451 5, www.suspenders.com. 

CASINO SUPPLIES/PLAYING CARDS 

CATALOG, (800) 233-0828, www.kardwell.com. 
COINS & COLLECTIBLES 

WWW.SOHK.US. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

OXYGEN USERS: Enjoy freedom to travel! Oxlife's 
lightweight, American-made oxygen concentrators 
produce 1-6LPM continuously. Runs in home, car, 
even overseas. (800) 780-2616, www.oxlifeinc.com. 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 

BETTER THAN VIAGRA? Stamina-Rx. Two tablets $5, 
30 tablets $44.95. (800) 458-1613. 

www.BeholdJesus.com. 

BURIAL AT SEA, www.naturespassage.com. 

PERSONALS 

MEET NICE SINGLES. Free catalog, (931) 879-4625. 
WANTED 

BOY SCOUT PATCHES, (940) 566-5766. 

BANJOS, (800) 451-9728. 

SWORDS, (800) 798-6167. 



New& 



WORLD'S LOWEST PRICES 



Since 



Used |J J 1964 

Electric Home Care Products 




Adjustable Beds Wheelchairs Stair Lifts 

Hospital Beds Scooters Lift-Chairs 

Mattresses Car-Lifts Elevators 

Bariatric Eq. Ramps Hoyers 



ElectroEase.com (800)733-1818 



• HAT PINS 

</> 
LU 
X 

o 

i 



MEDALS • 



• FREE COLOR CATALOG 

• 2500+ Military Designs 

• Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

• Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquires welcome. 



by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 

P.O. Box 547AL, Peru, IL 61354 
Fax: 1-815-223-1499 
Email: dave@hmchonors.com 
Website: www.hmchonors.com 




5wW J? "Si 

in snow. 
In water. 
In-credible! 



6-wheel drive & amphibious! ^y^^py 

1-800-255-2511 all-terrain vehicles 

www.maxatvs.com 



U.S. MILITARY MEDALS & RIBBONS 



fFREE COLOR CATALOG! 
FREE SHIPPING! 
TOLL FREE TEL: 800-864-5062 | 
VETS SUPPLY LINE 
10550 CO RD 81, #218 
MAPLE GROVE, MN 553 
| WEB SITE: www.MilitaryVetsPX.c 



CUSTOM BALL CAPS-NAVY SHIP CAPS 



COVERED BY MEDICARE 

If you have Medicare or 
Insurance, you may be eligible 
to receive the NEW Encore 
Deluxe Erection System at 
little or no cost. The NEW 
Encore Deluxe System has both 
a manual and battery pump. 

RATED #1 BY UROLOGISTS 

Encore is the only manufacturer 
that offers both pumps as one 
Deluxe System. 

For more information call: 

1-800-475-3091 

icCft 



7696 15th St. E. • Sarasota, FL 34243 



Voted #1 in service and price 



VIAGRA 

Cafe' LIVITRA 



also available 



• SECURE • DISCREET 



For purchase of 
Legion Racing Merchandise 

Visit www.legionracing.org. 

For bulk purchase call 1-704-658-9988. 

Help support the 
#76 American Legion Freedom Car. 
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WWW.PKlOKSl'llYICEXOM 



Over 10,000 items!! 

Hats ♦ Shirts* Pins* Insignia 
Coins* Patches* Flags & More 

"NEW* 1,300 Navy Ship Prints] "CALL* 

Free 2006-2007 Catalog! 



i .a ; 7. 2 1 1 .«<; 1 1 




Emsh Choice 

ELECTRIC CIGARETTE MAKER 

MAKE STORE BOUGHT QUALITY 

CIGARETTES WITH THE 
WORLD'S BEST TOBACCO FOR 

$1.00 PERi 
PACK IN 2 
MINUTES! 



"YOUR MACHINE IS 

FANTASTIC! Smoker's Warehouse 

SUPER PREMIUM FRESH CHOICE AMERICAN BLEND TOBACCO 

smokingsmart.com 



(877) 833-2326 



Get the best night s sleep 
you have ever had! 





SLEEP COMFORT 



ADJUSTABLE BEDS 

• 90- Day Monfy Back Guarantee. 

* Available in wall-hugger, innerspring 
coil, pillowmp, larex & memory foam. 

» Lifetime Warranty- 



FREE Video/DVD A Brochure. 
Call today! 

1-800-401-8692 

NO SALESMAN WILL COME TO YOUR HOME 
Or write to: 
Sleep Comfort Adjustable Beds, 
15950 Bernardo Center Drive t Suite C 
San Diego P CA 92127 
www. s I ee p-cornfort .com 



VIAGRA 



Pharmaceutical Grade Alternative 
Without Prescription! 

(30 tabs) - blue ioomg $89.95 
(60 tabs) - save $40.oo $129.95 
(90 tabs) - save $70.00 $179.95 

Order Today 24 HI? Order Line! 

Credit Cards & Check By Phone. 

- 1-888-527-0870 e. iu 2 

Supplies or Send Check or M.O. To: Free 
United! p E LABS, 1025 SW 59th st Shi PP in 9 ! 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73109-4902 



WWW.USAVEONPILLS.COM 




Fine Pendants and Pins 

9-11, Troops, 1st Responders 
& other Editions 

Supporting Key Charities 

heroescross.com 1-866-511 -HERO 



ForgettingThePill.com 



Choose from 
hundreds of medication 
organizers and reminders 




Call 1-877-367-4382 ^ 
now for a FREE catalog 

ForgettingThePill.com 

P.O. Box 26,Algoma,WI 54201 



Hearing Aids! Free Catalog! 




P O Box A-3976 Chicago, II. 60690 




Moving? 



Legion members can SAVE 
with discounted pricing on 
state-to-state moving 



Call 1.800.871.8864 

e-mail: alliedmoving@verizon.net 
northAmerican 

Call 1.800.524.5533 

e-mail: navlmoving@comcast.net 
Web site: http://legion.myhomebenefits.com 



MEN'S WIDE SHOES 




SIZES 5-15 

FREE catalog ^^^A 
ZOO styles 
High quality 

HITCHCOCK SHOES, INC. 

Dept. 5H Hingham, MA 02043 
1-&0O-992-WIDE wwwMdeshoes.Gom 



Rings to Honor 
Your Service 




Call today for a FREE color 
catalog of over 150 eye-catching 
Classic Military Rings, plus a 
Special Report you should read 
before buying any service ring: 
1-573-221-7786 (24 hr. recorded 
message). Or write: Classic Rings, 
1209 Broadway, Dept. A-807, 
Hannibal MO 63401 . I code a-807 I 



www.ClassicRings.coi 
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CARTING SHOTS 



Be content with what you've got, 
but be sure you've got plenty. 

DURING A FIELD EXERCISE at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., a squad was on a night patrol through 
some thick brush. Halfway through, the naviga- 
tor realized he'd lost the map. "Odds are 1 in 
360 that we'll get out of here," he said. 

"How did you come up with that?" someone 
asked. 

"Well, one of the degrees on the compass has 
to be right." 

FINALLY, THE GOOD-NATURED BOSS was 

compelled to call Smith into his office. "It has 
not escaped my attention," he said quietly, "that 
every time there's a home game at the stadium, 
you have to take your aunt to the doctor." 

"You know, you're right, sir," Smith exclaimed. 
"I didn't realize it. You don't suppose she's faking, 
do you?" 

TORRENTIAL RAINSTORMS had knocked down 
power lines all over the city, and the electric 
company was dispatching repairmen right and left. 
When one lineman called a long-time customer to 
ask her exact address, he was told, "I'm at Post 
Office Box 99." 

The weary lineman replied, "Ma'am, I'll be 
coming to you in a truck, not an envelope." 

AT A COCKTAIL PARTY, one woman said to 
another, "Aren't you wearing your wedding ring on 
the wrong finger?" 

The other woman replied, "Yes, because I 
married the wrong man." 




"OK, I have just enough time to skirt one more issue." 





"Smokin' in the boys room. How about you?" 
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A MAN IS DRIVING with his wife at his side and 
his mother-in-law in the backseat. The women just 
won't leave him alone. 

"You're driving too fast!" his mother-in-law says. 

"Stay more to the left," his wife says. 

After a few more mixed orders, the man turns to 
his wife and asks, "Who's driving this car, you or 
your mother?" 

A MAN APPROACHED a very beautiful woman in 
the supermarket and said, "Excuse me, ma'am. 
I've lost my wife here in the supermarket. Can you 
talk to me for a couple of minutes?" 
"Why?" she asked. 

"Because every time I talk to a beautiful woman, 
my wife shows up." 




Asbestos 
JPancer Hits 
Former 
Sailors 



Many sailors who served their country proudly aboard 
ships in the World War II, Korean, and Vietnam War eras, 
are now being diagnosed with asbestos-related cancers. 



For Compensation Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
or lung cancer, diagnosis/death, 
please contact: 



The David Law Firm 




Defeating Today's Goliaths" 



Toll Free 1-800-998-9729 

Email: info@thedavidlawfirm.com 
www.asbestos-attorney.com/n4658 

The David Law Firm, P.C. 

Jonathan David* 
10655 Six Pines Drive, #260 
The Woodlands, TX 77380 
(Greater Houston Area) 

Handling cases nationwide with 
local co-counsel in state of filing. 



* Licensed by the Supreme Court of Texas. 
Not Certified by the Texas Board of Legal Specialization. 



For Medical Information: 

FREE PACKET for mesothelioma 
patients, please contact: 



Mesothelioma Web 

Hope * Support * Help 



Toll Free 1-877-367-6376 

Email: info@mesotheliomaweb.org 
www.mesotheliomaweb.org/n4658 



The most comprehensive 
resource for Mesothelioma 
patients and their families. 




When you pay 
by check, you 
authorize us to 
use information 
from your check 
to clear it 
electronically. 
Funds may be 
withdrawn from 
your account as 
soon as the same 
day we receive 
your payment, 
and you will 
not receive your 
check back from 
your financial 
institution. 




$10 a Pair — But not for much longer! 

Last time we oversold and were forced to go back - 
to the factory for more. He'd only give us the 
price if we guaranteed a zillion more pairs. 
His pencil's now so sharp it's almost gone & 
we are selling so low our accountant burst 
into tears. But if you respond in volume _J 
we can still hold $10 this one last time! 
It's our One-Time Miracle Price 
on finest dress slacks... 



$ 



10 



A PAIR! 



Consider the Fine Details: 

• True Executive Colors 

• Fine Deluxe Woven Polyester 

• No-Roll Waist 

• Indestructible Zipper 

• 4 Deep No Hole Pockets 

• Full Proportion Tailoring 

• 1 00% Permanent Press 

• Easy NO IRON Automatic 
Machine Wash & Wear 

• Fast Door-to-Door Service! 
They arrive perfectly fit, most impressive, 
fresh, sharp, and all ready to wear. 

Why go to the trouble of shopping 
all over town? Why spend $45 to $85 
per pair for lesser slacks? Join over 

million demanding executives 
nationwide and get these universally 
respected Haband Business Slacks, 
just $10 a pair in lots of 2! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or 
full refund of purchase price 
at any time! Order Now! 

Haband 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Peckville, PA 18452 

per pair in lots of 2 

Send slacks. I enclose $ purchase 2 for $20 3 for $30 

price plus $5.99 toward postage, in ga add sales tax. 4 for $40 5 for $50 




5 Habernickel " 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. 
Peckville, PA 18452 



$ 



10 



Waist: 32 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 42 44 
*Big Men (add $3 each): 46 48 50 52 54 



lnseam:27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 



□ Famous Maker Set of 3 Belts! 
Even sizes. 32 to 56. Genuine Leather. 
Black & Brown assorted colors. 
Add Just $10 per set! 
70R10 (31) assorted 

How Many 
What Size: Sets: 

□ Visa 

□ MC Card# 

□ Discover® 
Network 



© 
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WHAT 
WAIST? 


WHAT 
INSEAM? 


HOW 
MANY? 


02 


TAN 








06 


GREY 








01 


BLACK 








m 










[&] 


NAVY 








m 


BROWN 









100% Satisfaction Guaranteed or Full Refund 
of Purchase Price at Any Time! 

Exp.: / 



Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
□ AmEx Address 



. Apt. # . 



□ Check City & State . 



.Zip. 



Imported 



1-800-543-4810 



^^_^^J-jabandcom 



III^^^^W^^^W 



